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PREFACE. 


THE favorable reception accorded by my brethren of the clergy, 
and church-workers generally, to the First Series of these Analyt- 
ical Outlines—three large editions having been called for within 
a brief period—encourages the hope that, in this handy form, the 
addresses have, in some measure, supplied a widely felt and press- 
ing need. The original form of the work has been retained in 
order that the Outlines may continue to serve the primary pur- 
pose for which they were compiled, viz.: “to suggest ideas and 
subjects for short sermons or addresses in the smallest compass 
and in the simplest form possible.” My wish has been to give a 
systematic and uniform character to the “ Helps,” without mak- 
ing them too elaborate or artificial. I trust they will be found to 
be simple and yet not superficial, methodical and yet thoroughly 
practical, brief but not barren. 

“A handful of chips, offered to a weary brother, with which to 
kindle a fire on his own hearthstone ”—a few simple thoughts, so 
ordered that they may serve to call up to a mind, even when 
wearied with care about the “many things” of daily parochial 
toil, a definite and attractive “ine of thought, and so arouse the 
interest and fix the attention upon now one, now another, of the 
great root truths of our Common Faith—such are the contents of 
these pages. 

Clearness is one of the main points aimed at. The plain duty 
of every public speaker is to be plain—to be thoroughly under- 
stood. In imparting religious instruction in any form, whether in 
the class-room or from the pulpit, the three great departments of 
the work of the Church in the world: (i.) The defence of the 
Faith, (ii.) The exposition of the Faith, (ii.) The maintenance of 


vill PREFACE, 


the moral purity and rectitude of society, will be best helped by 
direct, robust, plain teaching upon the fundamental doctrines of 
the Faith of the Gospel. 

Care has been taken to give in this volume special prominence 
to the mission and work of the Holy Ghost in the Church of Gop. 
To the vast majority of Christians the great continent of sacred 
truth which deals with the presence of the Holy Spirit in the 
Church is a veritable zerra incognita. The Human Life of our 
Lord has been given to the world with an exuberant fulness of 
detail which contrasts painfully with the meagreness of what has 
been written and taught about that Blessed Spirit who sanctifies 
the elect people of Gop—the Third Person of the Ever-blessed 
Trinity. Our modern divines have not given that attention to 
this great theme which its nature and importance demands, and 
the complaint of S. Augustine would very well apply to our own 
times. ‘‘The doctrine of the Holy Spirit,” he says, “has never 
been so copiously and diligently treated by the principal com- 
mentators of the Divine Scriptures as to render His special func- 
tion easy to be understood.” 

If the leaders of thought in our Church have not taught the full 
truth on this solemn and weighty subject with that care and 
thoroughness which it would seem to deserve, still less, it must be 
confessed, has there been sufficient definite and connected instruc- 
tion given orally upon the mission of the Divine Spirit, in our 
parish churches and missions to our general congregations. It is 
with a sense of sadness that we have to acknowledge that “we 
Christians and Church people, with the light of faith in our hearts 
and with the Holy Scriptures in our hands, go on sometimes half 
through our lives, some almost through the whole of life, speaking 
of the Father and the Son, and yet half silent of the Holy Ghost.” 

Simplicity of diction and sincerity of motive are, with aptness 
and acceptability, the golden secrets of success in preaching. 
But I would add, above all, that no amount of preparation which 
is merely mechanical, no store of intellectual ability, or mere 
oratorical power, can secure these, or compensate for the Zersonal 
consecration of the preacher. Like children, it is for us to offer 
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ourselves and our gifts as natural channels for the work of the 
Holy Spirit. In such an attitude we secure God’s power through 
us. The Old Man may speak in the words of Holy Writ, but it 
is, and must always be, as has been said, David in the armor of 
Saul, or the staff of Elisha in the hands of Gehazi. 

The Divine Voice must be heard when we speak to men of the 
Wondrous Love. It may be, alas! that we stand in our daily 
lives so far off from that Voice that it does not and cannot speak 
through us. Our very being must lie to that of Him whom we 
serve as the child’s lay to the prophet’s, if we would speak in 
tones that shall thrill with His energy, and be filled with the Pente- 
costal fire, and unless this is so we, after all, only speak the words 
of the Eternal Life in the feeble and self-conscious spirit of man. 

But the sermon or address must not only thrill with heaven. 
It should also throb with earth. It will, like its Divine Master, 
reach humanity by becoming human; and the speaker’s humanity 
must be that of his own times, and of his own surroundings, 
spoken in the language of his own day and of the people, or class 
of people, to whom, for the time being, he is addressing himself. 
Christ as the Healer of the Nations, the Light of the World, the 
Purifier of Society, the Hope of the Fallen, the Strength of true 
Manhood, the Source of Purity, and the Life of the Soul now and 
for Eternity, must be shown to man as a living person ready, yea, 
yearning to satisfy every longing and meet every need of the race. 

No subject which can be profitably treated from this standpoint 
has been excluded from these pages. Social, Health, and Tem- 
perance topics are all touched upon, since the end of all Christian 
preaching is edification of the whole man, and the lifting up of our 
common nature. ‘‘ Make,” says a master of sacred oratory, “the 
range of your preaching as wide as you can, yet let the light of 
what is Divine shine over it all.” “Use,” says Canon Farrar, 
“the greatest variety of topic if you will, and abundance of illus- 
tration, taking care to remember always that what is needed most 
of all is simplicity and sincerity.” 

I may add that no original explanation of doctrinal questions 
has been attempted in these “Outlines.” I have tried to express 
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always what I believed to be “the voice of the Church” rather 
than any view of my own, when dealing with the deeper problems 
of Faith and Life. Statements of doctrine are therefore given in 
the words of recognized masters of the Sacred Science. No 
“new gospel” is put forward. No attempt has been made to 
effect any novel reconciliation of the conflicting claims of “The 
Faith once delivered to the Saints” and Modern Thought. 

In sending forth this second volume of Analytical Outlines I 
wish to express my deep sense of the obligation which the gen- 
erous approval of past effort has laid upon me, and I can only 
pray that a blessing may follow this simple contribution towards 
helping on the Great Restoration, when in due time the whole 
world shall feel and see that things which were cast down are 
being raised up; that things which had grown old are being made 
new, and that all things are returning to their Perfection through 
Him from whom they took their origin—even Jesus Christ our 


Lord. 
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ARROWS FOR THE KINGS ARCHERS. 


No. 1.—‘ That Day.” 
S. Mark xiii, 32. 

I.—At the Ascension of CHRIST the angels bade the disciples 
at once look forward to His return to this world. (Acts i. 11.) 
Christians in every -age have always connected the thought of 
Heaven and of the Session and present glory of our Lord with 
lively anticipations of and longings for His return. (Philip iii. 20; 
Col. ili. 1-4.) Man’s xatural conscience leads him also to expect 
a judge and a judgment. (1 S. John iii. 20; Rom. ii. 14, 15, 16.) 
God’s providential government of the world points unerringly to a 
future day, when, by some magnificent exercise of His prerogative, 
wrongs shall be righted and justice done to all mankind in the 
sight of the assembled nations, when it shall be shown conclusively 
that “there is a God that judgeth the earth” (Ps. lvili. 11), and 
when the honor of the Divine Author and Head of all creation 
shall be forever vindicated. 


II.—“ That day ” has been fixed in the Divine counsels from 
the beginning of time. (S. Mark. xiii. 32; Dan. vii. 13, 14; Acts 
xvii. 31.) It will be, (i.) Zhe Day of the Lord; the hour of His 
triumph ; the vindication of His truth and His sovereignty. The 
wicked shall testify to the power and holiness of His presence by 
seeking to avoid it, by hiding themselves in the “clefts of the 
rocks,” for the fear of the Lord and the glory of His majesty. 
fisy ti 21 ; Joel i, is.) 


III.—“ That day” will also be (2) A Day of Revelation. 
(Rom. ii. 5.) The heavens shall be revealed—“ opened.” The 
earth and its secrets will be “opened”; the prison-house of the 
grave robbed of its secret terrors; the “ books” will be “ opened.” 
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(Rev. xx. 12.) The hearts of men shall be “opened.” (S. Mark 
iv. 22; Rom. ii. 16.) Hell shall be “ opened” for the impenitent. 
(6) A Day of Rewards. (S. Matt. xxv.) It will be a “great day.” 
(S. Jude 6; Acts ii. 20.) And it is indeed such, for (1 Thess. iv. 
16; S. Matt. xxiv. 51; 2S. Peter iii. 10) it isa “Day of Wrath” — 
for all those who have rejected the grace and mercy of God. (Joel 
li. 2; Rom. ii. 5.) 


IV.—A “judgment to come” is necessary, that is, if in fact, as 
we .believe and confess, the world is ruled by the Providence of 
God. Faith in a personal God who sitteth in heaven, over all 
things, leads us to regard the gathering of the whole race in one 
vast assembly before the august throne of the Gop-MAN as a 
sublime answer to the sorrowful and almost despairing question— _ 
“Who shall shew us any good?”—of the devout soul which is 
forced to see, day by day, the persecution and unhappiness of 
virtue and the prosperity and reward of vice—that which made 
David of old confess that his “feet were almost gone,” his “steps 
had well-nigh slipped.” (Ps. xxiii. 2.). To meet “that day,” in 
the prospect of beholding which we have a precious ground of 
hope, and the strongest assurance of “‘ Eternal Life” (see 2 Peter 
iii, 11; Tit. il. 11, 12, 13), we must break off our sins by true 
penitence, regulating all our actions, but principally our motives, 
by the reasonable and wholesome rules and restrictions set out 
for our guidance in the Word of God. (S. Mark xiii. 37; 1 Peter 
iv. 7; 5. Luke xxi, 34-36.) 


No. 2.—The Scarlet Cord. 


Josh. ii. 21. 


I.—The promise of Jehovah to Abram made 400 years before 
(Gen. xii. 1, 2, 3), at length fulfilled. A nation coming up out of 
the wilderness “seeking a country.” The camp on the east of 
Jordan divided according to tribes, the growth of “the seed” of 
the Patriarchs. (Compare Gen. xxii. 17, and Josh. i. 10, 11.) 


THE SCARLET CORD. 3 


The terror of the nations. (Josh. ii. 10.) The passage of the 
river dismayed the people. The spies sent out to report upon the 
condition of the land west of Jordan, and concerning the famous 
fortified city of Jericho (see Numb. xxii. 1; Deut. xxxiv. 3), next 
in size and power to Jerusalem. The spies received by Rahab, 
concealed, preserved, sent away in safety over city walls by means 
of scarlet cord. 


II.—Rahab had heard rumors of the past history of Israel, the 
prowess of God’s people, His display of power on their behalf. 
(v. 9, 10, 11.) Her “hearing” produced: “faith” and her 
“faith” led to “works.” She believed in the God of the Hebrews, 
and entered into covenant with His people to secure her own pro- 
tection and safety in the midst of the overthrow of her native city, 
which she knew was inevitable. By “faith” she already saw 
Jericho an heap. The covenant to be- observed, the sign, the 
scarlet thread bound in the window. 


III.—The Fall of Jericho. The promise to Rahab observed 
and she and her family brought forth out of the doomed city to a 
place of safety. (Josh. vi. 22.) The foresight of Rahab to be 
noted, a heathen woman, and of tainted character. The warning 
of the spies to her a message from God. Her deliverance was 
only from temporal death, as far as we know. 


IV.—This history used by S. Paul to encourage like “ventures 
of faith” amongst Christian people. Rahab’s name on roll of 
honor. (Heb. xi. 31.) Her “faith” preserved her that she per- 
ished not with them that believed not. (a) This world—our 
Jericho—is doomed. (4) Those who are in covenant with Gop 
will be saved amid the overthrow of the things of time. (¢) The 
scarlet cord of Rahab a type of “the precious blood of CHRIST,” 
which must be applied (bound to or upon) our hearts by “ faith.” 
(¢@) Those upon whom the mark of the new covenant, the sign 
and seal of Divine forgiveness, through the sacrifice of Calvary, 
is found, shall fear not, neither be dismayed, in that great and 
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awful day when the walls and gates and strong foundations of this 
our Jericho shall reel and totter, and be forever shattered at the 
blast of the trump of Gop: when our Joshua, even Jesus Christ, 
leads the new Israel over the ruins of a world, which shall never 
be re-created, into the glorious inheritance, long promised, of the 
“Saints in Light” (Col. i. 12)—that eternal rest, in the “better 
country” (Heb. xi. 16) that remains for the people of Gop. 


No. 3.—A Prophet Mighty in... Word. 
S. Luke xxiv. 19. 


I.—The prophetical character of CHRIST an important sub- 
ject. A point somewhat overshadowed. Supplies striking argu- 
ment in support of His claims upon Faith and obedience of the 
Church. Threefold office of Messiah: Prophet (Deut. xviii. 15) ; 
Priest (Ps. cx. 4); King (Is. ix. 6; xxxii. 1-2). CHRIST as a 
prophet (a) declared the will of Gop to man; (4) foretold future 
events. The term “ Prophet,” in the fullest sense of its twofold 
meaning, was applied directly to our Lord. (S. Luke vii. 16; xxiv. 
19; 9. John iv. 19; vii. 40.) 


II.—Note some prophesies of CHRIST, ¢.g., Exact date of 
Resurrection. (S. Matt. xvii. 23.) Nine facts connected with 
His death. (S. Mark x. 32-34.) Fall of Jerusalem described in 
detail. (S. Luke xix. 43.) All these predictions literally fulfilled 
in minor details, which could only have been foreseen by super- 
natural knowledge. Again the parables of the kingdom setting 
out the future of the Church, its development and distinctive 
marks and methods of progress have exactly been fulfilled, not in 
one age, but during the passage of successive ages, even in simplest 
particulars, ¢.g., The Tares and the Wheat. (S. Matt. xiii.) The 
Mustard Seed. (S. Mark iv.) The Leaven. (S. Matt. xiii.) The 
Wicked Husbandmen. (S. Matt. xxi.) (Illustrate by reference 
to Church History.) See also position of the Church in our day 
and compare Acts i. 8, the last prophetic utterance of CHRIST. 
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III.—The prophecies of CHRIST which declare the truths 
concerning His second coming in the flesh (S. Luke xxi. 27; S. 
John xiv. 3) to judgment (S. Matt. xxv. 143; 31-46), equally dis- 
tinct and definite. The early Church (see Ep. Thess.) realized the 
full force of these predictions, and in the first centuries of Chris- 
tianity all looked for a speedy return of the Lord in Majesty to 
gather His elect “from the four winds.” 


IV.—Application.—(i.) If CHRIST has proved Himself ‘“ The 
Truth” in His predictions concerning the past (see History Jews— 
Rome, etc.), shall He not also prove Himself “The Truth” in that 
portion of our history which remains to be unfolded in the future? 
(ii.) Having then this “sure word of prophecy ” (2 Pet. i. 19) con- 
cerning the second advent (Acts i. 11), let us give heed to it as 
unto “a light shining in a dark place,” “till the day dawn and 
the shadows flee away.” (iii.) Let us (z) Watch and be self-re- 
strained. (1 Pet. iv. 7.) (4) Put of works of darkness and error. 
(Gal. v. 19-22.) (c) Put ow the panoply of Christ’s Righteous- 
ness—the “armor of light” (Eph. vi. 11-17), that we may be 
able to stand before Him with confidence (2 Pet. iii. 14) in the 
great day of His appearing. (Mal. iii. 2; Rev. vi. 17.) 


No. 4.—The Supreme Tribunal. 
S. Matt. xxv. 3% 


I.—See the glorious yet awful spectacle as it is thus described 
by the Lord Himself, who will be the central figure in that sublime 
and dazzling scene. The day of Christ (2 Thess. ii. 2), the great 
day of Gop Almighty (Rev. xvi. 14), the Day of Judgment (S. 
Matt. xii. 36, etc.) will come in the midst of the world’s life, which 
will be flowing on as usual. (S. Matt. xxiv. 36, etc.) Social joys 
—business cares—the face of nature—the giant hills—earth’s many 
voices of joy and sorrow, exultation and despair—all these will be 
as they have been any day for a thousand years past. In the 
most majestic form (Rey. i. 13-16) the eyes like flames of fire to 


6 ARROWS FOR THE KING’S ARCHERS, 


discern the secrets of every heart, the feet glowing as fine brass, 
the voice like the melodious murmur of many waters, His counte- 
nance more ruddy than the midday sun, the Godhead shining 
through the human veil with indescribable and (to mere human 
eyes) intolerable splendor. Such will be the Judge. 


II.— The Audience—“All Nations.” (S. Matt. xxv. 31, 32, 33; 
Rom. xiv. 10; 2 Cor. v.10.) The vast stream of the human race 
which has broadened and deepened with increased velocity from 
the dawn of creation. ‘All nations” and every individual of 
every nation. The graves—the sea—Death and Hades—shall 
give up the dead in them. (1 Cor. xv. 50-52; Rev. xx. 11-13.) 
The Trial—according to strict justice (Acts xvii. 31), without 
respect to persons. (Rom. i. 11; 1 Pet. i. 7.) Zhe Sentence— 
not according to rigor of Law, but the mildness and mercies of 
the Gospel: in the spirit not only of the precepts, but the promises 
of God :—according to perfect Justice, the soul itself acquiescing 
in the decree—no appeal from this decision of the Divine mind 
concerning us, no sickening suspense: no long-drawn arguments: 
our destiny fixed forever. 


III.—No miscarriage of justice will take place or be possible at 
that mighty assembly of the human race from which no solitary 
soul, however obscure, will be absent. The Sovereign, the subject, 
the parent, the son, the mother, the daughter, the priest, the states- 
man, the man of business will stand before Him, who with omni- 
scient glance will read the whole past, without any omission, of 
every individual soul, and decide its future in accordance with 
that perfect knowledge of its history, which is only possible to one 
who cannot be deceived. (S. John iv. 29; Heb. iv. 13; Ps. I. 21.) 


IV.—The Judge will ask: Who art thou? Art thou a Christian ? 
Then shew me my image wherein I created thee, and which was 
renewed at thy baptism. Alas! for those who have defaced that 
Divine Image, who have corrupted themselves, and their spot or 
mark is not the spot or mark of the children of God any longer. 


A PERILOUS JOURNEY, ri 


(Deut. xxxii. 5; Ps. xlix. 20; Rev. xxii.15.) Art thou a Christian 
and hast seen CHRIST hungry, or naked, or poor, or sick in the 
persons of His suffering and despised ones on earth and hast not 
fed, or clothed, or succored them? Or art thou of those who 
shall say at that day: LORD, LORD, we have been baptized in 
Thy Name, we have called upon Thy Name, and yet are workers 
of iniquity. (Gal. iii. 27; v. 24; S. John. xv. 14.) Judge your- 
selves now in the day of repentance. Fear lest at the last thou 
mayest be shut out of the glorious company of the saints; yet 
despair not, but take comfort from the fact that upon the throne 
of judgment will be seated one who is “not ashamed to call us 
brethren” (Heb. ii. 11), one who is also our Advocate as well as 
Judge (Eph. iii. 12), and one who is our Redeemer and Faithful 
High Priest, and is not only faithful, but also merciful in all things. 


No. 5.—A Perilous Journey. 
Ezra viii. 28. 


I.—The night of captivity about to end. Ezra, a child of bond- 
age, born in Babylon, re-organized the old and hallowed ceremo- 
nies of the Temple worship. In seventh year of Artaxerxes, Ezra 
received his commission to return to his own land. The generous 
monarch entrusted to the care of the prophet large donations of 
gold and silver, and faithfully restored also the sacred vessels to 
his keeping, which had been sinfully taken from the sanctuary of 
Jehovah by his sacrilegious and profane predecessor. The party 
left the scene of their degradation and travelled westward, bearing 
the treasure and the vessels, with great joy and thankfulness. The 
three days’ camp at Ahava. (v. 15.) The devotion of Ezra. 
(v. 21.) 


II.—The vessels weighed and distributed to the bearers, and 
also the treasure of gold and silver (v. 26), with the solemn re- 
minder that those who bore them were “ Holy ”—~.e., set apart for 
this sacred duty, and the vessels were “ Holy ”—consecrated to 
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the service of the Lord’s house. Their vigilance was therefore 
never to be relaxed till their burdens were delivered and weighed 
out to the Priests on the floor of the Holy Place at Jerusalem. 


III.—A perilous enterprise. The way lay across deserts infested 
with wild and hostile tribes. The faith of Ezra (v. 22), that the 
hand of the Lord would be upon the company of exiles, homeward 
bound, “for good.” His distrust of earthly protection. Fasting 
and Prayer the means employed to secure the Divine Presence on 
the way. 


IV.—The Christian has “treasure and vessels” committed to 
his care, to bear in safety through the wilderness of this evil world, 
till he delivers them upon the floor of the heavenly sanctuary. 
“We are ‘holy,’ and the vessels we bear are ‘holy.’” (i.) “The 
Faith once delivered” in its integrity, not to be diminished or 
taken from us by neglect or want of courage on our part to defend 
it. (ii.) Our Christian birth-right as Sons of God. (iii.) Our Spirit- 
ual Life, which is liable to be wrested from us by the enemies of 
our peace—viz.: The World, The Flesh, The Devil. CHRIST, 
the great High-Priest of the New Covenant, will require a strict 
account at our hands of these “treasures” at the end of our 
journey. 


No. 6.—Every Eye Shall See Him. 
Rey. 1. 7. 


I.—When setting out on holiday tour, or expecting a friend we 
have never seen, how we look forward and talk about the new 
places we hope to visit, the wonders we may meet with, or the new 
face we hope to look upon. There is somewhere in our future— 
in the future of every soul—a sight, a face we shall allsee. Noth- 
ing the world has ever yet witnessed equal to that scene which is 
laid out before us in the few brief but impressive words of the 
verse from which text is taken: “ He cometh with the clouds.” 
He, the faithful witness, the first-begotten from the dead, the prince 
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of the kings of the earth, who loved us and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood—“ He cometh with clouds.” (Dan. vii. 
13; S. Matt. xxiv. 30; xxvi. 64; Acts, i. 11.) 


If.—Some will “see Him” with joy. As the disciples did at 
the Resurrection. (S. John xx. 20.) In every one the joy will 
be mixed with an unspeakable awe, a feeling of holy fear. S. 
John himself felt this when gazing upon the glorious vision described 
in the Book of “The Revelation.” (Rev. i. 17.) We sing, “O 
joy, all joys beyond to see the Lamb who died.” Do we mean 
this, would it be a joy, a comfort to us to see Him now? Could 
we gaze into His face with confidence as well as gratitude? 


TII.—Some will “see Him” with abject terror. (Rev. vi. 14- 
17.) The face of Christ, to those who love Him so lovely and at- 
tractive, will, to those who have despised Him, be an object of dread. 
They will flee before it. They will call on mountains and rocks and 
hills to hide them from it. The dead in Christ are waiting for 
that coming in holy hope, and praying for it. (Rev. vi. 9, 10.) 


IV.—We are “waiting” to see that sight and gaze upon Him 
whom, not yet having seen, we love. ‘This great event of our 
future should never be forgotten. It should shape and give point 
and motive to our lives. Every eye shall see Him. At any mo- 
ment His “sign” may appear in the sky. (Heb. x. 37.) May 
each New Year find us more prepared for our “ Day of Revela- 
tion.” 


No. 7.—The Lion of the Tribe of Judah. 
Reva Vers 


I.—The names of CHRIST worthy of careful study. Each de- 
scribes a characteristic of the Gop-Man, a phase of His mission, 
or throws light upon some point of His teaching. The designation 
of “The Lion of the tribe of Judah” at first sight scarcely ap- 
plicable to one who speaks of Himself as being “meek and lowly 
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of heart,” and who enjoins gentleness, patience, love, and mercy 
as the root virtues of those who should take His “yoke” upon 
them and follow Him. ‘The choice of the epithet directed by the 
Holy Spirit, under whose immediate inspiration all Scripture was 
written. There is, therefore, some hidden lesson of profit, some 
“word” for Christian men and women in this text, which thus 
describes our Divine Lord elsewhere (v. 6), spoken of by the figure 
of a “ Lamb,” the gentlest and simplest of the creatures of the field. 


1I.—The Lion, everywhere and always recognized as the head 
of the animal creation, on account of its majestic beauty, its terri- 
ble strength, and its invincible courage. Power and vigor and 
energy are all illustrated in Holy Scripture by reference to the 
young lion (Ps. xxxiv. 10; Hos. v. 14): the grown and vigorous 
lion (Numb. xxiii. 24; 2 Sam. xvii. 10.) The allusions to the 
Lion in the Old Testament are very numerous, and are all signifi- 
cant and intelligible to the careful student. 


IlI.—The banner of the most powerful of the twelve tribes, 
viz., Judah, bore the figure of the Lion emblazoned upon it, in 
accordance with the remarkable blessing pronounced upon the 
head of the clan by Jacob in Egypt. “Judah is a lion’s whelp. 
He couched as a lion.” (See Gen. xlix. 9.) The finest territory 
in Canaan was possessed by this tribe, and its inheritance was as 
ample in extent as it was rich and varied in its productions. 


IV.—CHRIST was born of Judah. He was the true Lion of 
Gop (Is. xxix. 1), whether we consider the majesty of His charac- 
ter, His irresistible might, or the ceaseless energy of His labors on 
behalf of mankind. The Conqueror of the powers of evil, the 
Vanquisher of Satan, “the Captain of our Salvation,” and the 
Head of all things in His Church—we may aptly apply to Him 
this title, which only faintly and inadequately, yet at the same 
time distinctly shadows forth the glories which surround the Name 
and work of JESUS CHRIST, to whom all power is given in 
Heaven and in earth. (S. Matt. xxviii. 18.) 


THE DESIRE OF THE NATIONS, It 


No. 8.—The Desire of the Nations. 
Hag. ii. 7. 


I.—The gloom of night enshrouded the world—a gross moral 
darkness which shewed itself, and could be “felt” in a universal 
depravity of the human race. The great nations of Rome and 
Greece, notwithstanding their military prowess and _ intellectual 
culture, were the slaves of degrading superstitions, society was 
honey-combed with. vices, the majority of the people were the 
victims of despots and merciless systems of government, and the 
human family seemed as if about to die, slain by its own hands, 
destroyed by its own follies and violence. The description of the 
condition of “the nations,” as given by their own poets and histo- 
rians, is too sad and terrible even to be quoted at any length in our 
own days. (See Rom. i. 18-32.) 


II.—“ But Gop never left Himself without a witness,” even 
in those times of unrestrained and shameless iniquity. A vague 
dream at times excited the hopes of the better-minded, even among 
the heathen, of ‘a golden age to come.” ‘The tradition of the 
Jews regarding Messiah had influenced the world at large, and the 
expectation of the dawn of a new and more glorious era for man 
everywhere was real and widely prevalent. A reign of paternal 
virtue, an empire of universal peace, the rising in the east of a 
conquering power—these were some of the forms into which this 
mysterious expectation shaped itself. 


III.—The expression in the text proclaims that not only the 
Jews, but the world at large, would have its longings stayed and 
satisfied in CHRIST. In Him there would be liberty and peace 
and purity and hope and joy for Greek and Roman, slave and 
freeman,—those blessed gifts which alone make life tolerable, and 
which the world was yearning for, but could nowhere find in art 
or culture, in philosophy or politics, in self-indulgence or in the 
practice of its false and cruel idolatrous systems. 
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IV.—CHRIST has a message to “the nations” of our own 
time as well as to individuals. ‘The nations” which recognize 
Him as the supreme authority in matters of morals, and in framing 
their statutes for the due conduct of government, find that in 
obeying the precepts of Christianity they have secured for them- 
selves the certain promise of real progress, power, and security 
among the peoples of the earth. ‘This fact is written upon the 
page of Universal History. ‘‘ Righteousness exalteth a nation,” 
and “righteousness tendeth to life.” National sins have met 
with swift and terrible chastisements. How surely did the glory 
and power of those old-world nations fade before the invincible 
majesty of the CHRIST! How speedily did the kingdom of 
virtue, the rule of justice, the golden dynasty of the Great Love, 
shatter and banish forever the mighty empires which were estab- 
lished in the world at the Birth of the Gop-Man. Here is a 
thought, then, for the Sovereign, the Governor, the Magistrate, 
the Politician, the Officer of the State—for all in authority. 


No. 9.—The Messenger of the Covenant. 
Mal. iii. 1. 

I.—Haggai saw the glory of the Old Temple before its destruc- 
tion. (Hag. i. 3.) One of the very aged exiles who laid the foun- 
dation of the New Temple in tears. (Ezra. iii. 12.) Inspired by 
Jehovah to call Zerubbabel and Joshua (the High-Priest) to re- 
build the House of the Lord, after a suspension of the work for 
fourteen years, on account of the opposition of the Samaritans. 
The people had fallen back into a state of lethargy, preferring 
their own comfort and temporal prosperity to the discharge of 
their paramount duty, viz., the completion of the Temple and the 
restoration in all its beauty of the worship of the sanctuary accord- 
ing to the Divine Ordinance. Haggai rouses the people to the 
work by the promise of greater glory to the latter house than that 
which distinguished even the magnificent fabric of Solomon. 


SUNRISE. 13 


II.—The “ glory” not to consist in its architectural beauty, or 
its internal completeness, or the splendor of its appointments. 
“The Lord ”—the desire of Israel—the long-expected and often- 
promised Messiah—should “suddenly come” to this house, He 
whom they (the chosen people) delighted to speak of as the hope 
and deliverer of their race, should fill this latter house with His 
presence. He who was prefigured by the Shekinah above the 
mercy-seat in the former house, should Himself in the second 
temple appear and thus dignify and honor it in a special manner. 


III.—These predictions with reference to the ‘“ Holy House” 
at Jerusalem were fulfilled at the Incarnation. CHRIST wads 
taken to the Temple immediately after His birth. (S. Luke ii. 
27.) Recognized by Simeon and Anna, the representatives of the 
ancient line of the prophets, as Messiah of whom Moses, Haggai, 
Malachi, and Isaiah wrote and spake. 


IV.—One of the many famous predictions concerning the Hope 
of Israel thus amply fulfilled in CHRIST, but quietly and unknown 
to the world. Unostentatiously and in silence, God’s word con- 
cerning His “ Messenger,” “the angel of His presence” (Is. xiii. g) 
was accomplished. Those who were prepared, however, real- 
ized the glory of the event. God’s word is daily advancing 
towards its accomplishment. To the “upright” in heart and life 
there ariseth “light in the darkness,” and assisted by the Holy 
Spirit, the faithful and devout, as in the case of Simeon and Anna, 
are enabled to see and know the Truth of Gop and to read, be- 
neath the veil of outward things, the unchanging and ever-active 
purposes of their Heavenly Father. (Ps. cxii. 4.) 


No. 10.—Sunrise. 
Mal. iv. 2. 
I.—The beneficent and joyous reign of Messiah set forth under 
the type of the Sun in the heavens, flooding the world with its 
light and the comfort of its life-giving beams. The dark chill 
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night has vanished—the hills are golden with the smile of the 
dayspring as it rises silently in the blushing east, westward the 
shadows flee away as the great monarch in his glowing splendor 
ascends the zenith to his throne in mid-heaven, whence he pours 
down his favors without partiality upon the sons of men, on sea 
and land and primeval forest where yet no human foot has trodden 
—upon the heaving billows of the remotest seas—on palace of 
prince and hut of peasant. A splendid figure of the dawn and 
noon-day glory of that saving Faith which centres in and comes 
forth of the Gop-Man—CHRIST JESUS, born of the seed of 
Abraham according to the promises given to patriarch and prophet 
from Adam to Malachi. 


II.—The sunrise is gradual but certain. The coming of 
CHRIST was, after a long waiting, during which the world had 
been prepared for His appearing; but at “the fixed time” He 
came. CHRIST Himself claimed to be the Light of the World. 
(S. John viii. 12.) Christ gives life, and joy, and peace, where 
before were darkness, and fear, and distress—the terrors of the 
might,. Che Lord is our Light.” | (Ps. xxvii 2; 01a) ie 
Christians are children of the Light. (Eph. v. 8.) God is Light, 
Sunshine. (1 S. John i. 5.) 


III.—We can close out the sunshine from our homes by block- 
ing up the windows. The sun shines all the same. So we can 
also refuse to admit the sweet, life-giving Sunshine of CHRIST’S 
presence and sympathy into our lives and hearts, but He shines 
forth “the light” and joy of souls all the same. “The light is 
sweet, and a pleasant thing it is to behold the Sun,” is true of the 
sun which makes our days here below, but it is more exactly true 
of the Sun of Righteousness, the True Light—who gives us Eter- 
nal Life, where there shall be no night, in that land which to-day 
seems to us to be “very far” off. CHRIST is not only our Sun, 
but our Shield. (Ps. Ixxxiv. 11.) 


IV.—The Sun “smites” by its stroke. (Ps. cxxi. 6; Isaiah xlix. 
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10; Rey. vil. 16.) There is “the wrath of the Lamb” (Rev. vi. 16), 
to be feared by those who obstinately refuse to be influenced by 
the Truths of the Gospel of CHRIST, and are “to every good 
work reprobate.” We no longer wait for light as did the nations 
of old. Light is come into the world—tfull, clear, sufficient to 
guide us into all truth. Now, also, in a special sense, by the call 
of the Spirit, and the grace of the Christian Religion, are we 
“children of the light.” (Eph. v. 8.) Let us so walk in the light 
as He, our “Sun,” is in the light. (1 5. Johni. 7.) 


No. 11.—The Holy Family. 
S. Luke ii. 16, 

I.—The Incarnation a revelation of Home Life. The Home 
the unit of the nation, a people strong and prosperous in propor- 
tion to the purity and integrity of their Family Life. The relation- 
ship expressed in words,—Father, Mother, Child, sanctified and 
elevated by the Word of God becoming Man. The shepherds 
found a simple family, Joseph, Mary, the Babe lying swathed in 
the garments of infancy, in the rude stall at Bethlehem. A picture 
of contented, humble, family life, blessed and consecrated by Di- 
vine Favor. Care and want and danger were there, but perfect 
peace and confidence existed between the members of that Holy 
Family, there was perfect trust, a deep sympathy, and mutual 
respect. 


II.—Observe all through the history of this family previous 
to the birth of the Child, the care and tenderness of Joseph for 
Mary. His unselfishness in the presence of great secret anxiety 
and distress of mind. Family trouble kept within the family itself. 
What he “ minded” to do, he wished to do “ privily,” out of regard 
for Mary. Observe the patience and piety of his character. 
His readiness to accept the assurance of the Holy Spirit concern- 
ing the Child.. He was “a just man” in every sense. (S. Matt. 
i. 19.) Kindness and tenderness being implied by the term as 
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well as integrity. His care of Mary and her child. (S. Matt. ii. 
13-19.) Joseph the “ guardian” chosen by God—the journey to 
Egypt. Careful observance of religious obligations in spite of 
poverty. ‘Thy ‘father’ and I have sought Thee.” (S. Luke il. 


48.) 


III.—Mary the pattern for mothers. Her piety, the grace of 
pure motherhood. (S. Luke i. 38.) Her thoughtfulness of others. 
(S. Luke i. 39.) Honor paid to Joseph— Thy ‘father’ and I.” 
(See above.) See also the Song of Mary—the Magnificat honored 
by the Church as the chosen daily song of the faithful at Evening 
Prayer. CHRIST the faithful son. Subject to His earthly par- 
ents. (S. Luke il. 51.) Dwelling in obscurity and toiling with 
them at Nazareth for the greater part of His life. Increasing in 
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 


IV.—Sanctity of Family relationships to be jealously guarded. 
Threatened in our day. Loosing marriage tie, independence of 
the children, lack of reverence for old persons and parents. Some 
“signs of the times” to be deplored by the faithful. 


No. 12.—The Mirror. 


1 Tim. iv. 2. 


I.—A Good Conscience a Faithful Monitor.—As a mirror in good 
condition gives a true reflection of all things, fair or foul, lovely 
or unlovely, which come before it, so a “‘ good” conscience gives 
back to us a true judgment of all our words and acts. It is a 
“faithful monitor.” 4 Bad Conscience is a Lying Witness —A 
bad conscience returns false views of truth, as a bad mirror returns 
marred images of objects. 


II.—Causes and evidences of a bad conscience.—(a) Sins, ap- 
petites, evil passion, prejudice, ignorance. Keep a conscience void 
of offence, it will then be tender. (4) Distorted views of truth 
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and duty. Too large—presenting the world, its pleasures, our 
own merits, others’ faults, in magnified form. Too small—pre- 
senting our sins, others’ virtues, the heavenly world, the claims of 
God, in diminished view. Many “little sins,” so called, become, 
before a true conscience, the hideous things they really are; pre- 
varication, exaggeration, sharp dealing, etc. 


III.—An educated conscience is a conscience educated by Di- 
vine truth: one which will cast upon all objects the light of 
Christ’s example and doctrine, which alone will give a true answer 
before God. Philosophy, morals, unchristian systems of religion, 
scientific or literary education, social culture, none of these alone 
can make our consciences truthful mirrors to show us our duty. 
No! Man’s heart, however well polished by secular truth, gives 
no satisfactory reflection of the Truth. 


IV.—CHRIST must be upon the heart, then the conscience is 
good—the less of Christ, the more imperfect the reflection. Con- 
science can be thrown into disorder, made to give a false answer, 
it can be destroyed. Wilful, habitual sin destroys the action of 
conscience, deadens its voice, hushes its monitions in a silence as 
of death. But in the Day of Judgment, in the hour of remorse, 
as every fragment of a broken mirror reflects the light, so a con- 
science, then awakened, shall give back a thousand answers of 
truth, of duty, which shall harrow and reproach the soul. Remorse. 
Beware of “the worm that dieth not.” (S. Mark ix. 44.) 


No. 13.—Tempted, Like as We Are. 
Heb. iv. 15. 


I.—(Read S. Matt. iv. 1-11.) A description of a mighty con- 
test, over which angels bent with awe, and to which the Christian 
turns with reverence, fear, and gratitude. The contending powers 
the Gop-Man and the Prince of this world. (The Devil is a per- 
son, not a principle.)—Light and Darkness—Heaven and Hell— 
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Holiness and Sin—Love and Hate—the world and this life only 
against the eternal years and the presence of God. A profitable 
subject for meditation. 1. The Christian Life is a Fight. 2. Soli- 
tude does not insure against Temptation. 3. Holiness does not 
protect us against the assaults of Satan, although it helps us to 
resist them and insures our success in the struggle. 


II.—Our duty to “resist the devil.” (S. James iv. 7.) The 
result—“ he will flee from us.” The three temptations of CHRIST 
symbolical of the three great classes of trial to which our integrity 
as Christians will be exposed. ‘To be forewarned” is ever “to 
be forearmed” in spiritual things as well as in the course of our 
common, every-day life. (a) The lusts of the flesh. (4) Pride 
of heart. (c) Desire to excel others in wealth or power. 


III.—(a) The first temptation addressed to the appetite. A law- 
ful and an unlawful way of indulging or satisfying bodily desires. 
A large class of sins—the lusts of the flesh—the grosser indulgences 
of our lower nature—gluttony, sloth, drunkenness, adultery, ease, 
pleasure of the senses,—here lies one of the supreme dangers of 
our spiritual life. (4) The temptation to pride, and an unlawful 
presuming upon God’s Love a more subtle form of spiritual danger. 
The sin of Israel, “we are Abraham’s children ”—putting privilege 
before service, claiming favors and graces as rights, and claiming 
the benefits of sonship without rendering the obedience and rever- 
ence consistent with and demanded by such relationship. (c) The 
temptation to do evil for the sake of gain, to secure a great earthly 
gain at the cost of a great spiritual loss, to grasp the world and lose 
Heaven, to forsake the substance for the shadow, to worship the 
father of lies in the place of the Gop of truth—Christ having been 
tried, having been placed in the position of the tempted, cannot 
but be “touched with the feeling of our infirmities”; seeing that 
He also was tempted. (See S. James i. 12; Rev. ii. 17.) 
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No. 14.—Striving for the Mastery. 


EiCorixeSa 

I.—What is here enjoined upon us by the Apostle? Surely the 
necessity as well as the wisdom of seasons of retirement, self-ex- 
amination, and special devotion. Moses in the mount. (Ex. xxiv. 
18.) Elijah. (x Kings xix. 8.) Our Lord. (S. Matt. iv. 2.) We 
make thus a wilderness for ourselves in order to draw nigh to Gop. 
We ponder over our faults and failings, and renew our resolutions 
for the future, making special and earnest supplication for grace 
and strength to “amend our sinful lives, to decline from sin, and 
incline to virtue, that we may walk before God with perfect hearts.” 
To obtain God’s forgiveness, confession is necessary. (1 S. John 
i. 8, 9.) To confess our sins aright to our Heavenly Father, we 
must know them: to know them we must examine ourselves by 
the light of God’s Holy Word: to do this requires pains, care, 
time, patience, and detachment. Seasons or times of retirement 
afford these to each one of us. 


II].—The Apostle in text tells us that racers and contestants in 
athletic games might just as well expect to attain the goal without 
care, exertion, or preparation, or stern self-discipline, as a Christian 
to attain to Heavenly-mindedness without pains and effort and 
self-denial. 


III.—Every thought of our heart, each action of our life, a step 
in the race, each effort brings us nearer the goal of our desire. 
’ We must, to make our steps light and our going sure, be “ temper- 
ate in all things”; that is, we must be careful to restrain every 
appetite, even those most lawful, and not allow them to hinder 
our upward and onward course. ‘“ Moderation” in the indulgence 
of harmless pleasures even is a virtue to be carefully cultivated if 
we would be successful in “running the race that is set before us.” 
“Temperate” in sleep, ease, words, food, pleasures of every kind 
—all things. Self-control, ‘keeping under the body ”—making 
it the servant of the mind. This is needful if we would “run” 
certainly and with good hope of reaching the goal. 
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I1V.—“ All things are lawful,” but all things are “ not expedient ” 
always. We must take good heed lest we ‘“‘be brought under the 
power” even of lawful indulgences (1 Cor. vi. 12), to the detri- 
ment and weakening of the spiritual power and the leading of the 
Holy Ghost. (Rom. viii. 6, 14.) 


No. 15.—Breaking up the Fallows. 
Hos. x. 12. 

I.—“ Fallow” that is not a piece of uncultivated or “ common” 
or “waste” soil, that has never felt the sharp discipline of the plow, 
or yielded a crop of any kind. The language of the prophet 
would be readily understood by a pastoral people. A clear dis- 
tinction between ground yet untilled and the “ fallow” of the text 
and Jer. iv. 3. The “fallow” was once fruitful, rejoicing its 
owner with a full harvest in return for his labor. Then it was 
allowed to lie idle, useless, unproductive, and needed to be broken 
up afresh and plowed beam-deep, that it might be in a fit condition 
once more to receive a deposit of precious seed. There lies the 
field before the mind’s eye. Heavy clods, trailing weeds, the rain 
and snow not penetrating but only hardening the surface: stones 
cover the ground: no sowing will be of avail there: there must 
be a breaking up, a loosening, a turning over, a crushing, it may 
be, before there can be any sowing. 


II.—*" Break up the fallow ””—your fallow ground. A picture 
of the soul once warm with love of good, zealous in the service of 
God, the dew of grace fertilized it, the plow of conviction searched 
it, the Hand of the Great Husbandman worked upon it. But 
now it lies “ fallow,” the surface hard, it produces no fruit of holi- 
ness, neglect of prayer, faith has died out, God has become a 
Stranger, the Bible a neglected book, the courts of the Lord’s 
house forsaken. “ Little Sins” have rooted themselves down in 
the inner recesses of the character, and have been left unheeded. 
Praise has become a task, Prayer a routine: no active effort for 
God is attempted, there is a general discontent. 
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III.—A sad condition, but not without hope. New year a sea- 
son for dealing with these “fallow souls.” They must be droken 
up. Prayer must be used, but effort also. ‘The farmer prays, but 
he also works at his fallow, if he desires a crop. How to begin. 
Look at facts. Take in the condition of your own spiritual life. 
Liace the reality, whatever it is, This is the first step towards mak- 
ing the “fallow” productive. This is your work. Feeling will not 
help. Stern effort will. 


—(i.) Believe in the Holy Ghost—His Work—His Love— 
His Presence in and with you, ask Him to shew you yourself. (ii.) 
Examine yourself in the sight of God. (iii.) Make God’s Word, 
and not the customs of men, your standard by which to try your- 
self, and see how far you have fallen. (iv.) Be brave. (v.) Be hon- 
est in your self-searching. (vi.) Be calm—stay yourself, during the 
trying ordeal, upon Him who said to the wind and waves, “ Peace, 
be still.” Fear nothing—all will be well. (vii.) Break up the life 
—go to the root of the sins. (viii.) Examine yourself as under the 
Cross, and when all is over cast thy burden at the feet of the 
crucified “ Lamb of God,” and just leave it there. 


No. 16.—Born to Conquer. 
Bs, xen, 43; 


I.—In Holy Baptism, by the influence of the blessed Spirit of 
Renovation, we are “born again.” So that whereas we were, by 
nature, born in sin and the children of the fallen Adam, by “ Water 
and the Holy Ghost” we were made children of Gop, joint heirs 
with CHRIST of the Kingdom of Heaven and its privileges, and 
partakers of the Divine Nature Cue grace hues in gives us a new 
and supernatural strength to “overcome.” (S. John SVE 447 
Rom. xi. 21; 1S. John v. 4, 5; Rev. il. 7, 17, 26; ili, 12, 21.— 
“To him that overcometh.”) 


II.—This Psalm, which celebrates with much beauty and variety 
of language “The Providence of Gop,” echoes word by word 
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almost the words of Eliphaz the Temanite (Job v. 17-23), in 
which he describes the good man’s life. The Psalmist speaks of 
peril of every kind, coming from whatever source, and he paints 
his picture with vivid colors and describes the dangers of the 
godly with great force, the more joyfully to shew his confidence 
that none of these things can “move” or “hurt” the righteous 
who in Gop is more than conqueror. It is S. Paul’s glorious ex- 
clamation, “If God be for us, who can be against us?” expressed 
in rich and varied poetry. 


III.— The Lion and Adder.” The temptations or trials which 
come openly like a fierce, ravenous beast, or craftily and deceit- 
fully like the wily, poisonous serpent. (Gen. ill. 1.) The Lion— 
those evils that assault us from without—such as would stir us 
up to disobedience, or anger, or hatred. "The Adder—those evils 
which creep softly into our hearts, only known to ourselves and 
God, and go on poisoning our motives and destroying the purity 
of our intentions even in holy service and religious duty, till they 
destroy us just as surely as the lion-like attacks of Satan. (1 Pet. 
v. 8.) 


IV.—However terrible temptations are, Gop’s power is far 
greater. The promise of the text. Weare bound to avoid tempta- 
tion as far as possible; but if we have to meet them, the grace 
given to meet them is always “sufficient,” if we will use it promptly 
and patiently. Temptations vary with individuals. Strength the 
same forall. Sword useless if not grasped and wielded—so Grace 
of no avail if we do not, by faith, lay hold upon it as our defence. 


No. 17.—“ Bezer in the Wilderness.” 
Josh. xx. 8. 
I.—The Mosaic decree, with reference to the setting apart of 
the “cities of refuge” (Numb. xxxv. 10-15), displayed wisdom, 
justice, kindness. These towns were sacred in character, quiet in 
aspect, and were so arranged as to be available for fugitives from 
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every point of the country. The roads were kept smooth and 
clear of all obstructions, and marked at various points with signs 
bearing the word “ Refuge.” Safety was assured to the fugitive 
only inside the walls. If he strayed beyond the limits, his life was 
in danger and might be forfeited at once if caught by “ the avenger 
ot blood.” The custom of revenge deeply rooted in Eastern 
nations even to this day. This thirst for blood in return for blood 
was widespread, and had to be carefully guarded against. (Numb. 
Kxxv. 22, 23; Deut. xix. 4-6.) 


II.—The sanctuary was inviolable. The protection was com- 
plete. The death of the High Priest set the fugitive at liberty to 
go forth free from liability to death at the hand of “the avenger 
of blood.” There were other places of refuge under the Mosaic 
Law—-sacred places, e.g., The Temple, and the altar of burnt of- 
ferings. (Ex. xxi.14.) ‘The horns of the altar.” (1 Kings li. 28.) 


III.—“ Bezer in the Wilderness,” East of Jordan. The sanctu- 
ary for the wild table-land of Moab. Bezer—precious—hard to 
purchase or obtain. The way to the hunted fugitive lay across 
rocky uplands, through defiles difficult of access, and across the 
open table-land where he would always be in sight of the pursuer, 
without opportunity of hiding or resting even for a moment of 
time. But “ Bezer,” the precious refuge in the sterile wilderness, 
lies yonder on the horizon, a strong tower with open gates. Strain- 
ing every effort, he runs into it and is safe behind its friendly por- 
tals. 


IV.—‘ The Lord is our Refuge.” A strong Tower for us 
against the enemy, our great spiritual foe—the adversary who 
seeks to destroy us. (Ps. ix. g; xlvi. 1.) A “refuge” from 
temptation, care, danger. (Ps. xlviil. 3; Heb. vi. 18.) See also 
the remarkable prophecy of Isaiah—‘A man shall be as an hiding 
place.” (Chap. xxxii. 2; xxv. 4; iv..6.)}—Outside CHRIST, 
away from Him, there is danger and death. To leave His presence 
is to court calamity. He is our “ Bezer”—our priceless refuge, 
provided by the mercy and love of our Heavenly Father for the 
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succor and safety of His children in the wilderness of this world. 
“There is therefore no condemnation to them which are in 
CHRIST JESUS” (Rom. viii. 1), who have fled the ways of the 
flesh and the perils of those who live in and for the world, and 
have sheltered themselves within the precincts of that “city” of 
grace which is pervaded by the influence of the Holy Spirit,—who 
“walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 


No. 18.—A Priest-King. 
Gen. xiv. 18. 

I.—All that is told of Melchisedec honorable, brief, and simple. 
One of the Kings, probably, of Canaan, Salem, the city of his 
government (probably Jerusalem), preserved from the general idol- 
atry and wickedness of the country, a pious and devout worshipper 
of the true Gop, one of a small remnant of the accursed race of 
Canaanites who served the living God. Abram and Melchisedec 
knew each other—the bond between them doubtless being a com- 
mon zeal and regard for the worship of the true Gop. The offer- 
ing of the “bread and wine” on this occasion more than a mere 
act of hospitality to his friend on his return from a wearisome and 
perilous enterprise. Was it not an oblation made to God, by 
which Abraham was called formally to offer up his grateful praises 
for the success which had attended his arms? In the act of wor- 
ship, the King-Priest blesses the Patriarch, who recognized his 
character as a minister of religion by giving “him tithes of all,” 
z.c., the portion belonging to Jehovah. 


II.—The duties of religion not incompatible with the highest 
dignity. But the life of Melchisedec made to serve a higher 
purpose than to teach us this important fact. (Ps. cx.4.) Speaks 
of the unchanging nature of the priesthood of this mysterious 
character, whose history is not told us in Holy Scripture, nor the 
line of his descent, or whether he had posterity, or from whom he 
derived his office, or who succeeded him in it. 
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- III.—An unexpected lustre is shed upon the story when we 
follow it beyond the records of the Old Testament. Jesus the 
Son of God stands revealed in all His glory before us. In Mel- 
chisedec we see the Gop-Man typified, and His glorious office 
and exalted rank set forth. 5. Paul invites us to this consideration 
of the history of the mysterious Priest-King in Heb. vii. 1-3, 
where he dwells upon the chief points of the history of the illustri- 
ous friend of Abraham, pointing out the likeness between the 
Saviour and this King of Salem in most forcible and direct lan- 
guage. 

IV.—The two great offices united in the person of CHRIST. 
Paine. ((Eph.1 22; Ps. box. 2; 3, 7; Is.,ix. 6, 75 Xxxil. 7, 
77; jkom.: xiv. 17.) (6) A Priest. (Mal. ti..7;. Heb. viii. 3; 
Eph. v. 2; Heb. ix. 26-28; Heb. ii. 17.) Christ’s nature and 
office change not. He isa “priest forever.” (Heb. i. 12; xiii. 
8; vil. 3.) Our Saviour is true in every particular to this type, 
and specially in that He is a constant Saviour, still carrying on 
the grand purpose of His mediation before the throne of His 
Father. Let all men take courage and trust, for “ He is able to 
save to the uttermost, all that come unto God by Him, seeing He 
ever liveth to make intercession for them. (Heb. vii. 25.) 


No. 19.—“A Door Opened in Heaven.” 
Rev. iv. I. 

I.—With awe and reverence the Apostle bids us “lift up our 
hearts” in this solemn passage, to contemplate the very highest 
mystery of our Holy Faith. No thought so great as that of the 
Being of Gop—the mystery of the Undivided and Ever-blessed 
Trinity. All earthly ideas and preconceived notions to be put 
away in dwelling upon this subject. No mere human imaginations 
will assist us. We do not criticise, or examine, or seek to unravel 
this doctrine—we can only veil our faces and casting down all our 
pride of knowledge and carnal wisdom at the foot of the throne, 
cry, “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty, which was and is 
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and is to come.” We cannot by searching find out God. “If 
man could understand Gop, then God would cease to be a God 
to man.” Natural religion could not conjecture the doctrine of 
the Three in One. The Old Testament did not teach it directly. 


II.—In the economy of the Divine Revelation this master truth 
was reserved till the idea of the unity of the Divine Nature had 
been sufficiently established to secure the doctrine against being 
used to give any support to polytheism. The /ersons of the Holy 
Trinity are not three distinct individuals in the sense that Peter, 
James, and John were three. This word Person in the Creed has 
special signification in this particular connection, care to be taken 
in its use. The Three Divine Persons have no divided existence, 
the one apart from the other. “The persons mutually contain 
each other, so that where one person is, the others are: they are 
all everywhere.” This indwelling in each other is the great mys- 
tery. No similitude can illustrate it; no-language can set it forth, 
seeing that it is a union which transcends all other unions known 
or possible to man. 


IIJ.—We must believe—strengthen our faith by prayer—study 
the references to this doctrine in the Sacred Scriptures. (See Gen. 
i; Let ws make man,” Gen. xvill.; Rey. iv. 1; S. John ni ae 
Matt. iii.; Rev. iv.) We worship the Father who sent the Son to 
be the Saviour of the world. (S. John iii. 16.) The Son who 
being made man, died for our sins and rose again for our justifica- 
tion. The Holy Spirit who sanctified and instructs the Church 
of God in all ages, in all lands. (Rom. xv. 16; 2 Cor. iii. 6.) 


IV.—The attitude of the soul must be one of perfect trust. 
Resting in Gop as a babe rests in its mother’s arms. Asking 
nothing, doubting nothing, fearing nothing, content in the light of 
the Divine Presence, lying down in peace at the foot of the throne 
“as one dead.” Here we have an opportunity for showing a 
perfect faith, a pure confidence; reason, intellect, wisdom of this 
world—all are banished, and the soul exercises the mightiest and 
grandest of its faculties when it adores the Three in One without 


THE FOY OF CONQUEST, 27 


any desire to know, but only to love. To accept the Truth, to 
be what God wills us to be, to trust Him without measure, to be 
happy in the felicity of resting only upon His revelation of Him- 
self, to lose all fear and doubt in perfect reliance upon Him, this 
is the supreme joy, as it is the primary duty of our pilgrimage and 
exile here. 


No. 20.—The Joy of Conquest. 


Ps. cxviii. 28. 


I.—This Psalm a song of triumph, celebrating some great 
triumph achieved. Bears form of dramatic scene or dialogue. 
The conqueror as the hero of scene takes lead in high pomp of 
worship. He 1s represented as going up in state to temple to 
acknowledge the signal interposition of the Lord, on behalf of 
himself and his people. Crowds of grateful followers swell his 
train. At the gate of the temple the glad throng welcomed by 
the Priests and Levites: within the temple the voice of prayer and 
thanksgiving breaks forth. Verses spoken by the conqueror, 5-8, 
10-15, 17-18, 19, 21, 25, 28. General company, I, 2, 4, 9, 16, 
27,29. The Priests, 3, 20, 22-24, 26. Such seems to be the 
general outline of this splendid song of victory. 


IIl.—A Messianic Psalm. The special occasion of its composi- 
tion not known, but it is certain that it ultimately had reference to 
the CHRIST and His salvation. The Jews so understood it, 
Compare verse 26 with S. Matt. xxi. g; S. Matt. xxii. g; Acts iv. 
11; Eph. ii. 20; 1 Peter ii. 7. The Psalm celebrates the return 
of Messiah from His mortal conflict with enemies of Gop and man 
—His triumph over sin and death—His return to His Father’s 
house with the trophies of His victory. The Temple typical of 
Heaven—the Priests the angelic ones who cease not day or night 
to praise “the Lamb that was slain.” 


III.—Parr r. In verses s—7, Messiah recites the depth of His 
humiliation. (Heb. v. 7, 8.) Verses 10-18 describe Messiah’s 
severest triais. (i.) The combination of all nations against Him 
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(10-12). See also Ps. ii., compared with Acts iv. 25. (ii.) The 
rage of a single foe (ver. 13), the head of the confederacy, the ser- 
pent. (Gen. iii. 15). (iii.) The hiding of the Father’s face. (ver. 
18; Is. lili. 4-10). Compare also verse 18 with Rev.i.18. Part 
2. Messiah ascends on high, claims and receives admission to the 
true sanctuary, His work finished (ver. 20). (S. John xvii. 1-4; 
Eph. iii. 10; ver. 22, 24.) Messiah set forth as intercessor (ver. 
25), His people allowed to approach the Holiest “by His Blood.” 
(ver. 27; Heb. x. 19-22.) 


IV.—The joy of the Church on account of the victories of 
CHRIST over sin, Satan, death. The wonderful completion of 
Messiah’s work as set forth in the prophetical books of the Old 
Testament. The bringing forth of “ the corner-stone” rejected by 
the world, to the place of honor. If we are “in Christ,” we shall 
share in His victories, and be -finally exalted by His power to 
Heavenly places, there to sit with Him in undisturbed peace for 
evermore. 


No. 21.—The Tree by the Water of Life. 


Rey. xxii. I, 2. 


I.—The “Gifts” of the Spirit are distinct from His “ fruits.” 
The “ gifts” are the equipment of the soul; they are the talents 
which we are to use and increase; they are not the end, but ¢he 
means to the end. And what then is the end? For what great 
and final result are the seven gifts of the Spirit bestowed, and the 
love of the Father and the Son shed abroad in the heart? That 
they may bear “fruit” in us. 


II.—“ Fruits” of the Spirit—righteousness, love, purity, having 
which we may also have the end thereof, viz.: eternal life. S. 
Paul says rather “fruit” than “fruits” of the Spirit, we may note, 
all the graces resulting from the indwelling presence of the Com- 
forter being really the one fruit of the one Spirit. The “ gifts” 
cannot be acquired by practice; they are izfused into the soul, 
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they are an endowment of the New Man. The “fruits” of the 
Spirit are the results of careful husbandry; they can be acquired 
by use and practice, industry and patience, by prayer and com- 
munion with God. 


III.—A whole wealth of parable and illustration gathered up in 
this expression “fruit.” (Is. v. 1; S. John xvi. 1.) A favorite 
image of Holy Scripture upon which we may observe—1. That 
the fruit is an organic product of the tree; 2. That the con- 
nection between tree and fruit is organic; 3. Not a mechanical 
attachment. Each tree bears its own proper “fruit.” “ Fruit” 
is the completion and perfection of the Christian life. Special 
beauty and sweetness in ripened fruit.. Fruit of Holy Living source 
of satisfaction to Gop, as well as showing conformity to His Law. 


IV.—Love—“ rooted in love”-—the beginning of all, the first- 
fruit of the Spirit of love. Joy and Peace—these graces constantly 
joined together. (Rom. xiv. 17; xv. 13.) Holy Joy flows from 
love. (Eph. v. 18; 1S. John i. 4.) Long-suffering—most per- 
fect form of love. (1 Cor. xiii. 4.) Kindness—the practical out- 
come of love. Goodness—love shown spontaneously. Meekness 
—Ornament of Christian character. (Gal. vi. 1; 2 Tim. ii. 25; 
Tit. iii. 2.) Temperance—continence, self-control, the grace which 
curbs desire, moderates the appetite, and restrains passion. “ God’s 
greatest gift.” (Clement of Alexandria.) ‘These “fruits” of the 
Spirit constitute the perfection of the Christian soul. 


No. 22.—The Divine Illuminator. 
I Cor. xii. 4. 
I.—The gifts of the Holy Spirit are seven in number. They 
divide into two streams, one which flows to the heart and will for 
their sanctification, the other which flows to the reason or intellect 
for its enlightenment. These latter—knowledge, counsel, under- 
standing, and wisdom—are divided again into the two which per- 
fect the speculative intellect—viz.: understanding and wisdom, 
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and the two which perfect the practical intellect, knowledge and 
counsel. Man’s sin has affected his intellect, perverted his reason- 
ing powers, created a flaw, so that our mental sight is distorted, 
and we do not think “rightly ” about things. ‘The reason is ina 
special way the image of Gop, the light of God in the soul, by 
which we should be able to judge of truth or falsehood, right or 
wrong. ‘The restoration of reason, the rectification of our intel- 
lectual powers, and a renewal of the original harmony between the 
mind of God and the mind of man is one of the great works of 
the Holy Spirit, 


II.—This is effected by the gift of Anowdledge—by which we 
see the will of God. Counse/—by which we are led to make a 
right choice for the good of our souls and the greater glory of 
Gop.  Understanding—submission to and acceptance of the 
mysteries of the Faith. Wisdom—which leads us to be devoted to 
Gop instead of to the world, to be truly wise unto Salvation. 
Promptness, Facility, Prudence, the power to discern the right 
course in perplexing matters, to know which of two things is the 
best and highest, “a certain quality of perfection,” are some of 
the minor “gifts” which come to us from a due acceptance of 
these greater ones. We are able to lead orderly lives and are 
protected from impulses or feelings. 


III.—Pride is checked—presumption cast down by a reverent 
acceptance of the Wisdom and Counsel and Understanding, given 
us of the Holy Spirit. The willis changed. Man seeks not what he 
wills, but what God commands, the outward object is brought into 
connection with the inward sense, and we are enabled to pierce 
through outward veils and discern the spiritual verity which lies 
behind, and see in the sign the thing signified. These thoughts 
should lead us to pray for— 


IV.—The true union of the soul with Gop in and by the Holy 
Ghost—the habit of recollection—the constant thought of the 
presence of Gop—a patient and frequent musing on Divine things 
—to sit at the feet of God and ever be looking up into His Face. 
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No. 23.—The Great Sanctifier. 
Is. xi. 1-3. 

I.—In the prophecy of Isaiah, in which the seven “ gifts” of 
the Spirit are first mentioned, they are spoken of as resting upon 
the Son of David, that is upon Christ, the Son of Man and the 
Son of God. (Text.) These seven gifts of the Spirit were given 
to Christ for the direct sanctification of [is human soul, for, strange 
as it may sound, the human soul of CHRIST was sanctified by 
the Holy Ghost, according to the same laws and in the same 
manner in which we are sanctified. These seven gifts then flow 
to us from one Head and act upon both our natural and super- 
natural faculties. We have by nature reason, affection, and will: 
and the seven gifts of the Spirit influencing these bring—1. Illu- 
mination to the reason; 2. Sanctification to the heart; 3. And 
unite the will to the will of God. 


IJ.—Of these seven gifts, four are designed for the illumination 
of the reason, and ¢#ree, godliness or piety, holy fear and ghostly 
strength or fortitude, for the sanctification of the heart and will. 
Like the sails of a ship, these gifts bear the vessel along—the barks 
of our souls are carried on by the breath of the Divine Spirit to 
the haven of eternal rest over the sea of life, 


III.—AII harmonies ever heard by human ear may be resolved 
into seven notes, so may all the numberless perfections of the 
human soul be resolved into the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
These gifts part of our Baptismal Heritage, part of the endow- 
ments of the New Man. For Christ (see text) the first gift was 
“wisdom.” For us order reversed—we ascend, He descends— 
we begin with holy fear and end with “ wisdom.” 


IV.—Holy Fear—many kinds of fear, worldly fear, dread of 
losing honor, pleasure, wealth of world. Servile fear—fear of hell. 
Filial fear—fear of sons, fear of offending Gop, not fear of being 
punished, or of losing heaven, but fear to grieve Father. Zs is 
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holy fear. Its chief sign—Horror of sin. Godliness—to be devout 
and reverent in worship. Ghostly strength or fortitude—Firm 
and constant performance of Christian Duty, distaste of luxury, 
readiness to endure, dislike of ease or indifference. (2 Tim. ii. 3; 
Acts xx. 24.) Manly energy in religious service, submission to 
our Father’s correction. To bear joyfully the toil and sorrow and 
pain of life. 


No. 24.—The Great Indweller. 
2 Cor. vi. 16. 

I.—The gift of Pentecost was the fulfilment of the promise to 
Israel (Ex. xxix. 45)—the gift then given not the first or only aid 
of the Holy Spirit which they received (S. John xx. 22); but there 
was now a personal indwelling in each individual soul of the Di- 
vine Life (Rom. viii. 11; 2 Tim. i. 14), such as there had not been 
before,—no passing, transient visit or impression, no fitful passing 
power, but a permanent taking up of His habitation in the heart 
of man, not a mere influence or operation, but Himself enthroned 
in the soul, energizing it and transforming it by His power. This 
presence of the Holy Spirit is the distinctive glory and choice 
inheritance of the Christian Church, and distinguishes her from the 
Israel of old, wherein the Holy Ghost had “operated,” but not 
“dwelt.” The gift of Pentecost was the prolongation of the work 
of CHRIST, the complement and necessary fruit of the Incarna- 
tion, 


II.—The apostles not only received the gift for themselves, for 
their own individual comfort, guidance, and sanctification, but in 
order that from them and by them He might be diffused to the 
whole body of Christians to the end of time. That diffusion began 
at once by the baptism of the “three thousand” on the Day of 
Pentecost ; and all who have from that day been grafted into Christ 
by baptism, have received, through God’s mercy, the same indwell- 
ing gift. Hence all our Holy Ordinances draw. their efficacy. 
His is the grace of Personal Consecration. It is the Holy Ghost 
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who makes men to be true shepherds of the flock of God (Acts xx. 
28), and by whom they are empowered to declare the forgiveness 
of sins. (S. John xx. 22.) 


I1I.—The “Great Indweller” helps our infirmities — He 
strengthens us in duty, guides us to “ will” that which is good, and 
“to do” that which is pleasing to Gop. He comforts and sup- 
ports us in all religious conflicts, difficulties, temptations. How 
great is this gift of Heaven to Earth, of the Creator to the Crea- 
ture! And yet men have the terrible power of resisting and 
quenching the Holy Spirit. Does He work in and guide our 
hearts ? 


No. 25.—The Lord is that Spirit. 
Job xxxiii. 4. 

I.—This may fitly be the confession of the Church on the festi- 
val of her new birth. ‘‘The Spirit of Gop hath made me; the 
breath of the Almighty hath given me life.” The Holy Spirit 
“creates” anew, He gives “life.” ‘The Lord and Giver of Life” 
(Nicene Creed), not as an emanation from Gop the Father, but as 
a distinct Person of the Ever Adorable Trinity, a consubstantial, 
co-eternal, co-equal person. We must beware of the vague and 
unsatisfactory theology of the day on this solemn question. The 
Nicene Creed addresses the Third Person of the Trinity as “the 
Lord,” z.¢., Jehovah. The Church also addresses special prayers 
to Him, and acts of adoration as Very and True God. One of the 
earliest hymns of the Church addressed to Him, “Come, Holy 
Ghost.” 


II.— As the Giver ot life, He took an active part in the creation 
of the world. The Spirit compJetes the work of the Father and the 
Son. (Gen. i. 2.) By the Holy Ghost the world was filled with 
life, from the blade of grass to the spiritual life of the human na- 
ture of Jesus, to the spiritual life of every child of God. He took 
an active share in the work of our redemption. It was His over- 
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shadowing which produced in the womb of the Blessed Virgin the 
human life with which God the Son united Himself. (S. John iii. 
34; S. Luke ii. 40.) These passages show that the human soul of 
our Lord was filled without measure with the Holy Ghost. Our 
Lord’s humanity in heaven continues to be filled without measure 
with the Holy Ghost, which, like the “ holy oil,” flows down to the 
Body, even to the Church. 


III.—The operation of the Holy Ghost with regard to us as 
individuals commenced when we were baptized, when by His 
influence the stain of our natural corruption was washed away— 
we were new-born—made new creatures in righteousness and true 
holiness. 


IV.—Our duty—“Quench not the Spirit.” (1 Thess. v. 19.) 
“Resist not the Spirit.” (Acts vii. 51.) The great necessity of 
the Holy Spirit’s influence to reveal “the things of Gop” which 
are not known to man, unless shown to him by the Holy Spirit 
Himself. (See very important passage, 1 Cor. li. 9-16.) To 
receive the teaching of the Spirit of Gop we must be spiritually 
minded. (Say often the prayer “Veni, Creator, etc.”) 


No. 26.—The Ever-abiding Advocate. 


S. John xiv. 16. 


I.—Our Lord was not in a position to begin the actual regen- 
eration of the world till after His death and resurrection. (S. John 
xil. 24.) His death marked an epoch in the history of the race, 
for by the Atonement wrought by it He removed the obstacles 
which kept back the grace of God from flowing freely out upon 
us. wo ways in which Christ after His glorification began a new 
work for mankind, the one inward, towards God; the other out- 
ward, towards the world. The first was the exercise of an enlarged 
power of intercession—the pleading of His own life and death 
before the presence of God. The second activity of the glorified 
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CHRIST is a result of the first. The Holy Ghost was the prize 
won by His Passion. He could now demand that gift for His 
disciples. (S. John xiv. 7.) The Holy Ghost no late develop- 
ment of Divine activity. 


II.—Like the mission of the Son, His mission is of the “last 
days” (Heb. i. 2; Acts ii. 17); but He Himself, like the Son, is 
co-eternal and consubstantial with the Father. If creation had 
never existed, the Holy Ghost would have always existed, and 
must necessarily exist in the fulness of the Divine Being. 


III.—The Holy Ghost a person—one who wills (1 Cor. xii. 
11), searches (x Cor. il. 6), intercedes (Rom. viii. 26), is grieved 
(Eph. iv. 30), who yearns for the souls in which he is lodged (S. 
James iv. 5). Yet His coming is always the coming and presence 
also of CHRIST, and not of the CHRIST only, but of His Father 
also. (S. John xiv. 18, 23.) “The Spirit of Jesus” (Acts xvi. 7) 
—‘‘the Finger of God.” (S. Luke xi. 20.) 


IV.—The special work of the Holy Ghost is to “take” the 
things of Christ “and reveal them” to the world. This is carried 
on through His inward “teaching” (e.g. S. John xiv. 26). He is 
the Creator of a corporate society of “ elect” men, in which society 
He personally and permanently dwells. Before He worked upon 
isolated beings, now He works upon the world through the medium 
of a compact body of men. The “indwelling” of the Holy Ghost 
in the Church is now felt as a fact, quiet and settled—not the 
sweeping over it of a breath which comes and goes in stormy 
gusts—He, the Divinely given Advocate, ‘“‘abides” forever. He 
gives not grace only, but Himself. The Church is His temple, 
where He is “at rest” forever. (1 Cor. ili. 16; vi. 19.) 


No. 27.—Fire on the Earth. 
S. Luke xii. 49. 


I.—Importance and significance given and attached to Titles 
in Holy Scripture. Abstract Truths clothed in Type, in Symbol, 
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in Parable. Adam gave names to the living creatures by which he 
was surrounded, the only intellectual act recorded of him. The 
significance of names shown by custom of changing them to mark 
a change of responsibility, a fresh step in life. Sarah, Abraham, 
Saul. This is especially seen in the names which CHRIST ap- 
plied’ to- Himself: “The Light,”. “The Way,” “The Bread,” 
“The True Vine.” Names full of profoundest meaning. No 
better way of gaining a clear idea of the Lord’s person and work 
than by studying, in all their bearings, His titles, and the symbols 
which describe His action. This is true also of the Holy Spirit. 


II.—* Because His uses be many,” says Bp. Andrews, His types 
are so: “water,” “fire,” “wind,” “ ointment,”—fire to warm, wind 
to cool, water to cleanse, oil to supple us. Fire, water, wind,— 
these are the chief symbols of the Spirit’s nature and working, for 
they are all purifying agents. Fire cleanses by changing, water 
by cleansing, wind by dissipating. “ Fire””—the fire of the Holy 
Spirit drives out the evil engrained in us, wind drives off the evil that 
hovers about us, water in the laver of the new birth, washes away 
the evil attached to us. 


I1I.—The Holy Spirit a “Fire.” (S, Matt. iii. 11.) The Holy 
Spirit descended upon the apostles and first believers in tongues 
of jive, the presence of the Divine Spirit in Heaven is indicated by 
“seven lamps of ve, burning before the throne.” (Rev. iv. 5.) 


IV.—This view of the Holy Spirit’s work—cleansing as by fire 
—is a very solemn one, but it must not be lost sight of. If we 
desire, above all things, to be purified, to be made clean from the 
deeply rooted habits and poison of sin—that mighty deliverance 
which is the Christian’s hope—then we shall welcome this revela- 
tion that God’s love will try ws, and try our work so as by fire ; 
burning up the chaff of our character, the hay and straw of our 
lives and work, giving us pain and suffering in the process, but 
leaving us like the refined gold after it has passed through the 
furnace. 
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No. 28.—The Spirit of Glory. 


I. Se Pet. tv. Y4° 


I.—The Spirit that “rested” upon the first followers of the 
Crucified was “The Spirit of Glory” to whom Omniscience (1 
Cor. ii. 10; Is. xl. 13, 14), Omnipresence (Ps. cxxxix. 7; Eph. ii. 
17, 18), Omnipotence (S. Luke i. 35), Eternity (Heb. ix. 14), Di- 
vine works (Gen. li. 2; Job xxvi. 13), Worship (Is. vi. 1; 2 Cor. 
xiii. 14; Rev. i. 4) are ascribed. The coming of this “Spirit of 
Glory and of God” into the world on the Day of Pentecost corre- 
sponds with the Incarnation of the Second Person of the Ever- 
blessed Trinity. “The Word” was in the world before the 
Incarnation, but in that Incarnation He came as He had never 
come before; and the Holy Ghost was in the world before the 
Day of Pentecost, but He came ¢#en as He had never come 
before. 


II.—Moreover, as in the Incarnation CHRIST took our nature, 
in the descent of the Spirit we are made partakers of His. The 
coming of the Christ was the fulfilling of the Law, the coming of 
the Holy Ghost is the fulfilling of the Gospel. (Bp. Andrews.) 
In His last discourse Christ spoke with much fulness of the “ gift” 
which He was to bestow upon His Church, “the power from on 
high,” for which His disciples were “to tarry at Jerusalem.” 


I1I.—The special fitness of the day chosen for the gift. The 
Day of Pentecost, the Feast of the Law, the inauguration of the 
old covenant. ‘The spring time also of the year, in the beginning 
of the month: before the third hour, early inthe morning. In our 
prime, in days of health and strength, we should lay the solid foun- 
dations of future spiritual life and comfort. 


IV.—“ One mind in one place”—a double unity marked the 
preparation of the disciples for the long-looked-for “ gift.” Faith- 
fulness to the Word of Christ—love to one another. Do we lack 
much of the fervor and power of the Holy Spirit in our day? 
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Alas! it is so; and may it not be because we are no longer, as 
Christians, of one accord? The Holy Spirit was presented to the 
eye in cloven tongues, to the ear by arushing wind. The fiery 
tongues—the vigor and energy of the Spirit; wind—the least bod- 
ily of all bodily things, therefore fit symbol of the Divine gift. The 
Wind involves action, is only known by its movement. No opera- 
tion—no Spirit. The Spirit is only known by His operation. An 
individual “ gift.” It sat upon “each” of them, Reminder of S. 
Peter in text. 


No. 29.—The Threefold Name. 


S. Matt. xxviii. 19. 


I.—The Threefold Name into which those who believed the 
teaching of the apostles were to be baptized, “The Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost.” The expression of the faith of the 
Church with regard to the Third Person of the Trinity is distinct 
and clear, and is her confession concerning the Father and the 
Son. The neglect of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit the cause of 
the sins of Christians and the divisions and heresies in the body of 
CHRIST. The necessity of a sound delief in the Personality and 
Mission of the Paraclete set forth by Christ Himself. (Text.) 
The name is threefold, not as popular theology of the day puts 
it, viz.: twofold. The Creed which is our profession of Faith 
was derived from these words of the Lord to His apostles. The 
briefest forms of the Christian Creed have always included the 
Holy Ghost. 


IJ.—It is necessary that we receive this doctrine in its integrity 
and refuse not to adore the Comforter as God, if we would have 
all the excellencies of His graces and enjoy the abundance of His 
spiritual gifts. What the apostle wished for the Corinthians, should 
be the earnest prayer of every Christian. (2 Cor. xiii. 14.) For 
“Gf any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” 
(Rom. vii. 9.) We cannot “know” Christ without His help. 
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(x Cor. xii. 3.) We are encouraged to ask for a supply of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ. (Phil. i. 19; S. Luke xi. 13.) 


IlI.—The will of God, to be effectual in us, necessitates faith in 
the Holy Ghost on our parts. (1 Thess. iv. 3; 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17; 
vi. 19, 20; 1 Thess. ili. 13.) It is necessary that we should ask 
of the Holy Ghost: That our weaknesses may be strengthened, 
for succor in our infirmities, comfort in our discouragements, and 
that in the midst of miseries we may be filled with peace and in- 
ward joy. (Rom. xiv. 17.) 


IV.—A belief in the Holy Ghost is required if we would have 
the consolation of a successive ministry, and a Christian submission 
to their direction and teaching to the end of the world. (S. Luke 
iv. 1; S. John xx. 21, 22.) May the Divine Spirit enrich us with 
His manifold “ gifts” and refresh us with His comforts, and enable 
us to bring forth acceptable “fruits” in continual holiness and 
pureness of living. 


No. 30.—The River of God. 
Acts il. 42. 

I.—A stream purest at its source. The Church “the River of 
God,” fertilizing the wilderness and sterile wastes of the world, 
deepening and widening as it flows, sending out arms and extend- 
ing the area of its influence. The current of its teaching purest 
and freshest in its early days, when it was fresh from the baptismal 
showers and dews of Pentecost. Doctrine and practice alike un- 
adulterated or uncontaminated by contact with the world. The 
Acts of the Apostles, the history of the foundation and spread of 
the Christian Church, the former under S. Peter (i. to xii.), the lat- 
ter under S. Paul (xiii. to xviii.). We have here a brief record of 
its first development, its organization, its practice, and its spread 
—the motive power in all being the Holy Spirit, who directed the 
body independently of any plan of the Apostolic Body. 
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II.—The description in text of the manner of life of the first 
converts to the new faith. Four main points to be observed, all 
equally important—z. The apostles’ Doctrine. 2. Apostles’ Fel- 
lowship. 3. Breaking of (the) Bread. 4. Prayers. We are told 
by S. Luke that they—that is, the first Christians—continued 
“steadfast ” in these. 


III.— Doctrine ”"—dogmas, the rule of Faith, the Resurrection 
of the body, the Divinity of Christ, cardinal points, see early 
chapters of the Acts. What a picture of the Primitive Church, 
orthodox, united, of ‘‘ one heart” in faith, “one body” outwardly. 
All were then partakers of “one bread,” one in sacramental forms, 
not only united in spirit, but in discipline and outward com- 
munion, the basis of which union was “the Apostles’ Doctrine.” 
The prayers—some stated form of common prayer or liturgy. 
(Blunt on Early Church, p. 32.) 


IV.—They who received the apostles’ word were joined to 
the “fellowship” by Holy Baptism, no other form of admission ; 
being allowed, they then resorted to the teaching of the apostles, 
and partook of the “ Holy Bread” and united in the common 
prayers (Ps. cxxxil. 1), a delightful picture, a model for all 
churches to the end of the world. Divisions, careless doctrinal 
standards, neglect of the Lord’s Table and public worship all in- 
directly condemned by this passage. 


No. 31.—No More Strangers. 
Eph. ii. 19-22. 
I.—The honor given to Apostles and Prophets—the foundation 
-of the Christian Church—Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
corner-stone laid in the foundation of the building. (S. Matt. xxi. 
42.) “Other foundations can no man lay than that is laid, which 
is JESUS CHRIST” (x Cor. iii. rr), and we must not suppose 
that the Apostles and Prophets are called the foundation of the 
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Church in the sense in which title is given to the Gop-Man, whose 
Cross and Passion are the foundation of all our hope. The 
Apostles and Prophets are the foundation of the Church because 
of the doctrine which they taught, which united Jew and Gentile in 
one great Temple. In this sense our Lord to S. Peter. (S. Matt. 
Xvi. 18.) The Rock. (See also Rev. xxi. 14.) 


II.—The blessedness of the Church thus founded. That blessed- 
“ness set forward here in lively manner. 1. The Church is a city, 
‘with inhabitants, privileges, united together in interests, lives, 
homes, under one governor. (Ps. cxxii. 7.) By nature “strangers 
and foreigners,” strangers to the covenant and to God, aliens from 
‘blessed commonwealth which is ruled and shielded by God ; brought 
by baptism into “the strong city” (Ps. xxxi. 21), we abide under 
‘His rule, kept by His care. 2. The Church is likened to a glo- 
‘rious temple, built not on sand, but cn “rock,” with walls “ fitly 
framed,” “builded together an habitation of God through the 
Spirit.” The spiritual Zion where God dwells, the whole body of 
‘the Church. 


III.—Members lively, living stones (1 S. Pet. ii. 5), by nature 
unhewn rock, by Divine grace severed from old mass, built up 
into walls of new temple which from age to age “groweth up.” 
1. Much labor necessary to fit each stone, so much discipline 
wanted to prepare soul for its place in the spiritual walls of God’s 
‘new Zion. 2. In Jewish temple all stones prepared at distance, no 
sound of hammer, or tool of iron heard. (1 Kings vi. 7.) So 
Divine Grace works secretly, silently, results hidden from world. 
3. Temple a place of zcense or of sacrifice, sprinkled with atoning 
blood, fragrant with spices burnt within its walls. 


IV.— Our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience.” (Heb. x. 
22.) Should be ever perfumed with prayer and praise. Unholy 
‘thoughts and desires cast out of temple of heart, for it is dwelling 
place of God. (Is. lvii. 15; Jer. xi. 20.) 
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No. 32.—The All-pervading Presence. 
Gen. xxviii. 16. 

I.—A great help to those that strive to live godly in this pres- 
ent world is the belief in the great and wonderful truth of Gop’s 
Presence here, amongst us, at all times, and in all places, by day 
and night. David said, “ Thou art about my path, and about my 
bed, and art acquainted with all my ways.” The Psalms are con- 
stantly presenting this idea in various forms. Jacob in text makes 
two confessions: (i.) That the Divine Presence was with him. 
(ii.) That he knew (or realized) it not in all the depth and fulness 
of that awful reality. So of this great truth man may generally 
confess that “he knows it not” in practice, so as to allow it to 
change his life or habits or motives of action. He, that is man 
generally, may allow the truth of the doctrine as a dogma of the 
Christian Church, but it has to be taken to our hearts so as to be 
the central thought of our daily existence. 


II.—God dwells in heaven. Angels surround His throne. 
Jesus sits enthroned at His right hand: everlasting songs of praise 
and worship go up before Him: there are the “many mansions” 
which our Lord is preparing for us. But, the “heaven of heavens 
cannot contain Him.” His Presence is everywhere, there is no 
corner of the universe where Gop is not. (Jer. xxiii. 24.) Like 
the sun shining above us, so the rays of the Divine Presence fall 
on all lands, and no place is so dark or distant that it cannot be 
reached by Him. God is working everywhere, too, by His power; 
for “in Him we live, and move, and have our being.” 


I1I.—Gop is specially present: (i.) Where His people meet to 
worship Him, (S. Matt. xviii. 20.) (ii) In the hearts of His 
people. (1 Cor. ili, 16; 2 Cor. vi. 16.) 


IV.—This thought should increase our watchfulness and encour- 
age us in carefulness as to the “ thoughts and intents of the heart” 
as well as our outward conversation. Faith must be patiently ex- 
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ercised to realize this doctrine in all its fulness, its comforts as well 
as its warnings. We should often in the day place ourselves sol- 
emnly in His Presence by some such prayers or ejaculations as 
these: “Teach me Thy ways, O Lord!” “Lord, increase my 
Faith.” “Lord, I believe, help Thou mine unbelief.” “Thou 
Gop seest me.” But above all let us ever remember that that 
“all-seeing eye” is the eye of a friend, a Father, a loving, tender 
parent who scans our lives not to blight or destroy in anger, but to 
help and strengthen and lift up in love. 


No. 33.—God’s Calls. 


1. Cor. vii. 17. 


I.—Gop is always calling men to His service, not in certain 
seasons, but day by day. ‘There is a mysterious but real and con- 
stant appeal to individual souls through the ordinary incidents of 
life, the example of a friend, a passage in a book, a scene in Nature, 
a word spoken by a child, and in a thousand other ways, simple 
but still used by our Heavenly Father as channels of His favors 
and media along which His light may reach us and influence us for 
good. ‘The open ear is necessary, however, to hear His Word. 
The open eye to catch the sign He gives us. To be guided by 
His Spirit, we must expect, look for, be on the alert to read the 
tokens of His nearness or of His Presence. To be spiritually sen- 
sitive to Divine influence is the precious result of an abiding spirit 
of faithfulness, a constant facing towards Gop under all circum- 
stances. 


IJ.—Special calls. A sudden death, sickness, trouble, a sermon 
—these have touched us and we have felt a desire to live nearer 
toGop. These were God’s calls, Did we say, “Speak, Lord, for 
Thy servant heareth,” were we spiritually alert and waiting for the 
special lesson these calls were to bring tous? They passed away ; 
what was the result? Whose fault was this? See call to Adam 
and Eve (Gen. iii. 9); Samuel (1 Sam. iii. 4). The former fled 
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and hid away. Samuel, when he recognized the voice, was ready 
for the message. We have each heard God’s voice in the past, 
away down the years of our history. “The Lord hath called 
every one.” Does He cease to call us? Surely not. 


I1I.—Some have heard the Divine call to service, but have made 
excuses. (S. Luke xiv. 16-21.) Asked for time. Deferred to 
more convenient season. (Acts xvii. 32; xxiv. 25.) 


IV.—The warning to those who disobey the calls of God. (Is. 
Ixv. 12-16.) Ceasing to expect them or listen for them, we cease 
at last to hear them. They come, but come unheeded. We are 
“without God,” and also “without hope.” (Eph. ii. 12.) ~The 
call of God in the perpetual worship of His Church, in season and 
out of season, is “a call” which few realize the solemnity of. But 
it is His appeal to Humanity. ‘See that ye refuse not Him that 
speaketh.” (Heb. xii. 25.) 


No. 34.—The Great Impossibility. 
S. Matt. vi. 24. 


I.—There is a large class of Christian people who weary them- 
selves, and continually find their “pleasant pictures” broken or 
clouded over, because they strive to reverse the word of CHRIST, 
and try to prove that it is possible to do that which is impossible, 
viz.: to serve God and the spirit of the world at the same time. 
The strife between the two great principles, which are aptly illus- 
trated by Light—Godliness, and Darkness—the service of the 
Evil One, as old as the race. It began in Eden, it will continue 
till “the Lord shall descend from Heaven,” and put an end to it 
forever. 


II.—The world divided into two great families, or armies, ar- 
rayed under rival banners. There is no neutral ground or neutral 
party in this war. He that is not with God is against Him. He 
that gathereth not with CHRIST, scattereth. (S. Luke xi. 23.) : 
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IIIJ.—The Word of Christ to His people, “ the children of light,” 
is, “Be ye perfect: be like God.” (S. Matt. v. 48.) “Seek ye 
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.” (S. Matt. vi. 
33-) “ Put away lying: speak truth.” (Eph.iv. 25.) “ Bekind: 
forgive one another.” (Eph. iv. 32.) ‘‘ The servant of the Lord 
must not strive, but must be patient.” (2 Tim. ii. 24.) The word 
of Satan to “the children of darkness” is:—Tell the lie: no one 
will find it out. “Don’t be over particular in your conduct; it 
does not answer to be better than your neighbors.” “Take a 
good position in the world; never mind how you get it, or keep it.” 
“Never forgive.” “Don’t let yourself be put upon: stand upon 
your rights.” 


IV.—The service of Mammon, the spirit of material things, the 
spirit of this world, ends in gloom, misery, despair. Saul. Jezebel. 
Judas. Herod. (Rom. vi. 23.) The service of CHRIST grows 
easier, happier, more sweet as we get che hadit of obeying Him. It 
ends in Heaven. To which set do you belong? (Rom.vi.16.) The 
doom of the half-hearted (S. Matt. vi. 22, 23), those “neither cold 
nor hot.” (Rev. ili. 16.) “Choose ye this day.” (Josh. xxiv. 
15.) Take Israel of old as your example in this matter. (Josh. 
xxiv. 24; Deut. xxx. 19.) 


No. 35.—Heart Blindness. 
Eph. iv. 18. 

I.—A peculiar expression, “ Blindness of Heart.” We under- 
stand “blindness of eye,” but not at first the meaning of this verse. 
The care with which S. Paul chose his words shuts out all idea of 
looseness or clumsiness in selecting this particular combination of 
ideas to enforce the points which he was anxious to bring home 
to the Ephesian Church. Words and expressions in the Pauline 
writings well repay careful perusal. Depth of reasoning only 
equalled by beauty and aptness of illustration. 


II.—The “heart” the centre of the affections, the seat of the 
desires and motives; it also embraces as a theological term all the 
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powers and faculties of man as a moral, intellectual, and account- 
able being. (S. Matt. xv. 19.) Thus, when God is said to shine 
into the hearts of men (2 Cor. iv. 6), the term teaches us that God 
causes the understandings of men to be enlightened or informed 
by the Holy Spirit in the knowledge of His glory as it is made 
known in Jesus Christ; and that the will and affection has come 
under the influence of spiritual knowledge, and the soul is trans- 
formed into the Divine image. ‘‘ My Son, give Me thine heart,” 
is the natural demand of Him whose we are and whom we are 
created to serve. For answer of the enlightened soul, see Ps. xlii. 


III.—In the Litany we pray to be delivered from “all blind- 
ness of heart,” from an eclipse of the moral faculties which ends 
in our saying to evil, ‘‘Thou art our good ”—in making a wrong 
choice and in missing thus the whole point and reason of our ex- 
istence as dependent beings. This moral eclipse the result of—1. 
Pride. 2. Vain-glory. 3. Want of sincerity in small things. The 
plague spreads over the character, silently eating away the life of 
the spirit, and undermining its trust in the Divine Wisdom. 


IV.—“Set your affections (heart) on things above, and not on 
things on the earth” (Col. iii. 2), was an apostolic appeal. 
CHRIST says, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 

. for where your treasure is there will your ‘heart’ be also.” 
(S. Matt. vi. 19-21.) For instances of blindness of heart, see rich 
young man (S. Matt. xix. 22); Demas (2 Tim. iv. 10). 


No. 36.—The Lord knows His Own. 
2 Tim. ii, 19. 
I.—The last of S. Paul’s Epistles. His last message to the 
Church of God, which he had served so well; the last warning, 
the last comforting word, spoken by one wie was not only an 
inspired apostle, but was now on the confines of the eternal world, 
and who was about to receive the crown of martyrdom, These 
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words, therefore, worthy of careful and reverent consideration. 
They were addressed to his “son in the faith,” to encourage him 
at a time when he needed special help. The young soldier of 
Christ must prove a “ good soldier,” guarding well the sacred de- 
posit or the “ good thing” committed to his care, as bishop or chief 
pastor of the Christian community at the famous city of Ephesus. 
He was to “suffer hardship” without flinching from duty, being 
reminded that “if we endure, we shall also reign with Him,” ze., 
the Lord Christ, in the day of His power. 


IIJ.—The Apostle laments the defection of those who had pro- 
fessed the faith of the Gospel in easier times, but who had in the 
stress of persecution fallen away. And he comforts the heart of 
Timothy by reminding him that God has His own and knows His 
own always and everywhere. (See e.g. 1 Kings xviii; Acts xviii. 
10.) 


III.—The two great sets of Christ’s servants and Satan’s chil- 
dren not distinctly divided to human eyes. Tares and wheat. 
(S. Matt. xiii. 24-30.) We cannot judge our friends with perfect 
certainty in spiritual matters. Each soul has its own history, known 
only to God Himself. (Prov. xiv. 10; Jer. xi. 20.) We must not 
judge. (1 Cor. iv. 5.) But 1 Cor. xi. 31 tells us whom we may 
judge. We may pass sentence upon ourselves. 


IV.—Am I the servant of CHRIST? (1S. John ii. 3.) Do 
I try to keep His commands? Not, do I make mistakes? but— 
am I trying by help of grace to obey His will? The Lord knows 
_ our condition and our attitude with reference to Him. There will 
be a time of separation ; it will not be always as now. Wheat and 
Tares divided. There will be no mistakes then. (S. Matt. xxiv. 
40, 41.) His fan will be in His hand and He will thoroughly 
purge His floor, gathering the wheat into His barn (Heaven), but 
burning up the bundles of tares in everlasting fire. (S. Matt. ii. 12.) 
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No. 37.—‘ The Rock that is Higher than I.” 


Ps. lxt.-23 


I.—The cry of a man in sorrow and peril. The language ex- 
pressive of anxiety beautifully mingled with faith in Jehovah and 
hope of a brighter day to come. David was a fugitive from his 
capital, and “ far off” from his beloved Zion, away in the wilder- 
ness beyond the Jordan, having fled from the face of his rebellious 
and unhappy son Absalom. (2 Sam. xv.) He illustrates his pres- 
ent condition by reference to the “perils by waters,” often ex- 
perienced in his boyhood when engaged in delivering his flock, or 
some unfortunate member of it, from the sudden floods or freshets 
which swept down through the ravines and gullies of the country, 
carrying all before them. The feet that had well-nigh slipped, the 
sinking into the deep mire, where no solid ground could be felt, 
the falling into deep waters, so that the floods ran over him,—all 
are striking figures drawn from the same sources. 


IJ.—The rushing torrent has seized the lamb, and the shepherd, 
in striving to save it, falls himself before the onslaught of the rag- 
ing waters. He has no foot-hold, and “the rock” to which he 
looks to give him safety is “too high” for him to reach unaided. 
Some friendly hand is reached out to draw him out of the flood 
and place him high above the foaming and swollen stream on a 
solid and safe resting-place. 


III.—In his troubles and distresses, spiritual and temporal, 
David, the Shepherd King, cries out to Jehovah to lead him to 
the rock that is too high for him to reach unaided. To give him 
peace, safety, joy, life—to draw his soul to its rock, even Jehovah 
Himself. 


IV.—In our hours of distress, when the evils of life surround 
us, and our feet slip, and our hearts fail us; when we feel that we 
are being swept away by some irresistible torrent of temptation or 
trouble, spiritual or of the world, let the cry of David be ours. 
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Peter on the Sea. (S. Matt. xiv. 30.) Our Rock—CHRIST. 
Safety in Him from all perils of every kind. In the great deci- 
sive moments of life—in the hour of death—we are safe if we lean 
only upon Him. (Is. xlii. 2.) 


No. 38.—Standing in the Holy Place. 
PS. XX1Ven 3, As 

I.—A grand choral hymn to celebrate the removal of the Ark 
of the Covenant from the house of Obed-Edom (2 Sam. vi. ro) 
to the City of David on Mount Zion. The last stronghold of the 
Jebusites, one of the Canaanitish nations, wrested from them by 
the valor and perseverance of the son of Jesse. This mountain 
city selected by the conqueror to be the centre of the worship of 
Jehovah. Patriotism and the deepest religious fervor are alike 
prominent in this psalm. The land was now indeed given to the 
children of the Covenant, and the Ark, the symbol of the Divine 
Presence, was finally established in a central and permanent abode. 


II.—The joyous day when the Ark was to be carried in solemn 
procession to its new house. The gathering of the tribes in the 
streets of the Holy City. From the most distant corners of the 
land the Jews had come up to rejoice with their monarch on the 
fulfilment of the Divine Promise. The vast assembly ascends the 
steeps of Zion, and as the joyous multitude advance, with the Ark 
in the centre of the throng, choir answers to choir as the verses of 
the Psalm are sung in antiphonal measure. 


III.—The spirituality of the Psalmist. A preparation of heart 
necessary to the profitable celebration of this sublime Festival of 
Jehovah’s Faithfulness to the Promises. Who shall ascend? The 
moral conditions which are necessary for all true approach to Gop 
in His sanctuary. The general passes into the particular. From 
God’s relation to the world and mankind at large the mind of the 
poet takes up the vital question of the individual attitude towards 
the Ail-Holy in His dwelling-place here below. 
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IV.—The conditions of acceptable worship. 1. Clean hands 
—a godly walk outwardly towards the world. 2. A pure heart— 
sincerity of motive and singleness of purpose. 3. Not lifted up 
to vanity—not a slave to the “empty” pleasures of this world. 
4. Practicing truth—the Divine virtue—girded about with sim- 
plicity and integrity as the worshippers of the God whose name 
was “Truth,” and who had proved His “Truth” by giving up 
this last spot of the soil of the land of Promise to Abraham’s 
children. Such are the unchanging conditions of acceptable and 
true spiritual worship, whether of Jew or Christian, in all ages, 
everywhere, and under all conditions. (S. John iv. 24; Acts x. 


34, 35-) 


No. 39.—The Crown of the Year. 


Ps, Ixv. II. 


I.—A Psalm composed on the occasion of the celebration 
before Gop in Zion of a great national service of thanksgiving 
and praise. In the midst of great political convulsions, of a shak- 
ing of nations and kingdoms, Jehovah had manifested His good- 
ness to His people by sending down a blessing upon their flocks 
and their fields. The folds were full of sheep, the valleys stood 
so thick with corn that they laughed and sang; their garners were 
filled with all manner of store. Peace had also been given to Zion 
as well as plenty. A year of blessing, temporal and spiritual, had 
been “crowned” by a secure provision against the drought and 
famine which had at one time threatened the chosen people. (.See 
Is, xxxvii. 30.) 


II.—The Psalm opens with an expression of the mingled 
thoughts of fear and joy, of reverence and confidence, with which 
the congregation approach God, when they come to thank Him 
for His goodness (ver. 1-4). Then follows the celebration of the 
mighty acts of Jehovah, both in the world of nature and among 
the nations, so that His name is acknowledged to the ends of the 
earth (ver. 5-8). 
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IIJ.—Then comes (ver. 9-13) the special thanksgiving which 
is called forth by the refreshing rain which God had sent, and the 
rich and glorious harvest which is already waving and ripening 
before their eyes. ‘The bright harvest scene is before the poet. 
The language is bright and flowing. His soul rejoices in the 
glorious promise fully redeemed that God would provide bread for 
His people. 


IV.—The piety of the expression “Thou,” which attributes 
directly to Gop the fruits of nature and the produce of the earth. 
The thoughtful remembrance of past mercies, of minor details, of 
unobserved acts of provision and prevision, the ceaseless vigilance 
and care of Providence culminating in the “crowning” blessing 
referred to above, inspire a gratitude to the Divine Father of all 
flesh which is as admirable as it is obligatory. 


No. 40.— Abba, Father.” 
Gal. iv. 6. 

I.—There is one word in this passage which falls on the ear 
with a foreign sound. It is found only in one or two other places 
in the Holy Scriptures, viz.: S. Mark xiv. 36; Rom. viii. rs. It 
is used here and elsewhere in the original, because we have no 
exact equivalent for it in our language. It is the emphatic Chal- 
dee form of the Hebrew Aj, signifying Father. It was a child’s 
term of endearment, the first utterance of the infant lips when 
addressing its parent, a pet name for Father such as the tenderest 
child could use. It was pronounced by the mere shutting of the 
lips. (Is. viii. 4.) It implies a high degree of love, confidence, 
submission, and familiarity. 


II.—The term was never allowed to be used by slaves or de- 
pendents, no matter how much they might be trusted or honored 
in other respects. Used by CHRIST in the Garden in the hour 
of His awful agony (S. Mark xiv. 36): pain and the approach of 
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death often bring to our lips the simple names of father or mother 
or relatives as we used to repeat them in childhood. Old associa- 
tions come back at such a time and homely thoughts are aroused. 


III.—In text S. Paul says we are allowed to address Gop by 
this familiar term, “ Abba, Father,” because He has sent (in Holy 
Baptism) the Spirit of His Son into our hearts and so exalted us 
to the position of “ Sons,” with all the privileges belonging to that 
glorious state. The use of this word signifies that we are “ free- 
born of the family of Gop,” members of His household, and 
admitted to use the familiar family name. 


IV.—We may draw near to Gop at all times then with the 
confidence of sons (Heb. iv. 16), using in prayer the simple terms 
in which children address a loving parent. Wemay come “boldly” 
in our spiritual dryness, in our absence of desire, without words 
even, our sighs and our distress being our title-deeds to His con- 
sideration, for, like as a father pitieth his own children, so will 
our Heavenly Father extend His loving care to us in all time of 
our need. 


No. 41.—Little Foxes. 
Cant. ii. 12, 13, 15. 

I.—The only remaining one of the 1,005 songs composed by 
the Wise King. The best of them all, “The Song of Songs.” 
Jewish and Christian tradition agree in this. It was a marriage 
ode composed by Solomon on the occasion of his marriage with 
the daughter of Pharaoh. (Sze Egyptian illustrations employed by 
the Spouse.) The language is rich and full. It is fragrant with 
Oriental perfume, and speaks throughout of beautiful scenes, pleas- 
ant gardens, and the fruits and flowers and pastoral loveliness of 
the sunny East. This book was read by the Jews annually at their 
Passover, as they have ever held that there was a deeper and more 
spiritual meaning than the literal one hidden beneath the surface 
of this most exquisite of poems. Its language has been inter- 
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preted by Christians in every age to be figurative of the union 
between CHRIST and His Spouse, the Church. 


II.—In passage quoted as text mention made of havoc caused 
in vineyards of East by the “foxes,” which were remarkable for 
their cunning and voracity. (Ezek. xiii. 4; S$. Luke xiii. 32.) 
They concealed themselves in the gardens and the tombs, where 
“the foxes have holes.” The “tender grapes” of the vine were 
especially attractive to them. By destroying these the vines were 
rendered fruitless. 


III.—The “little foxes” were therefore to be taken and de- 
stroyed if the vines were to be preserved for profit, or even for 
appearance. ‘The operation of destroying these pests tedious and 
difficult. They were small, easily hidden away beneath the foliage, 
and artful to a degree. They were very common. (Judges xv. 
4,5.) The Church of Gop has been divided by trivial matters 
(see History of Apostolic Times), her influence weakened, and her 
work hindered. The spiritual life of individuals enfeebled, if not 
wrecked, often by so-called “little sins.” 


IV.—We must search ourselves for “trifling faults,” as we or 
the world may regard them, and diligently cast them out, and off, 
if we would bring forth the “ Fruits of the Spirit” to perfection. 
Some common faults of Christian people: 1. Insincerity in motive. 
2. Ill-temper. 3. Discontent with our lot in life. 4. Envy of 
others. 5. Covetousness. 6. Unwillingness to suffer. 7. Obedi- 
ence to feelings rather than duty. 8. Secret unbelief. The Chris- 
tian battle to be fought and won step by step and in detail. 


No. 42.—Asking a Hard Thing. 
S. Matt. xx, 24. 
I.—The example of Salome to be followed by Christian mothers. 
She gave her two sons up to the service of their Lord. They 
forsook worldly advantages, honor, profits, comfort, life, for hard- 
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ness, poverty, pain, contumely, and a violent death in one case 
(S. James), and continual persecution even to death in the other 
(S. John). The desire of Salome a worthy one. That her sons 
might share the future exaltation of CHRIST. She showed— 
(i.) Her faith in the Messiah and the ultimate triumph of His 
cause. (ii.) True love for her children, in that she desired spiritual 
joys with Jesus for them rather than the vain, feverish delights 
which mere worldly success brings with it. 


IIJ.—The request a hard one. She asked more than she knew 
at the time. Yet Christ did not deny her. He only pointed 
out: That the positions she desired for James and John were 
given according to a rule of equity, established by the Father, and 
not according to any partiality of the Son (ver. 23, “to sit on my 
right hand . . . my Father”). 


III.—The conditions—The Cup and the Baptism. As the re- 
quest was suggested by the sons, Jesus turns to them with the 
question. The cup of daily self-sacrifice, submission to the Di- 
vine will, perfect surrender of affections, desires, preferences, per- 
sonal satisfaction—the heart, in fact, to Gop. A bitter cup. (See 
S. Mark xiv. 36.) CHRIST the Gop-Man almost shrank from 
it, but He finally triumphed over self—“ Not my will” even in His 
most awful of ail sacrifices, but “ Thy will be done.” The Baptism 
of Death perfect and complete to world, to its allurements, its 
pleasures, its flatteries, its scorn. No response to its call upon 
our attention or care. S. Paul died daily. (1 Cor. xv. 31.) The 
Christians of Colosse addressed by the Apostle as. “dead.” (Col. 
iil. 3.) He himself was “crucified.” (Gal. ii. 20.) The conditions 
accepted, “We are able.” They were faithfully observed, and the 
request, hard as it was, of Salome was granted. The two sons 
leaders of Church. S. James first and S. John last of the Apos- 
tolic College to give up life even for their Lord. The Cup and 
the Baptism most real in their cases. 


IV.—We must be prepared to make “ventures of faith” for 
CHRIST if we would attain the blessedness of His Divine Com- 
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panionship and share His glory. The statesman, the merchant, 
the man of the world all must venture something, often much, for 
the cause they have at heart. In this they are wiser than “the 
children of light.” The two brothers sacrificed this world to gain 
the next. We must show the depth of our faith by the reality of 
our sacrifices, the readiness with which we risk fortune or health 
or time or pleasure for the cause of the Gospel. If we “ven- 
ture” nothing, we shall gain nothing. Faith essence of Christian 
life. Duty of Christian lies just in risking upon Christ’s word and 
promises, what we have, for what we have not. (See S. Luke xiv. 


28, 33-) 


No. 43.—The Three Voices. 
Psselicante 

I.—Three Voices with which Gop speaks to man: 1. Nature. 
2. Conscience. 3. The Holy Scriptures. ‘The heavens de- 
clare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth His handiwork.” 
Everywhere nature reveals a mind behind it. The testimony of 
external nature to the Being and Attributes of the Divine Creator 
are so numerous and so clear that they present a mass of evidence 
on the point which must impress a candid mind with a conviction 
amounting to absolute certainty. There lives not a man upon 
earth whose path is not thickly strewn with testimonies to the ex- 
istence of Gop. 


II].—That none may be in doubt, however, the strong, clear 
voice of Holy Scripture has been given us, a voice as marvellous 
as it is definite, whether we consider the composition of the Book, 
its History, its contents, or its influence on the mind and character 
of man. No criticism in this or any century has disturbed its 
claim to be recognized as the “voice” of Gop to humanity. 


III.—But a third “ voice” is enthroned in the mind and heart 
of man himself: that “ still, small voice” which testifies to the 
moral character of Gop and the need of a religion and of right- 
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eousness and of a judgment to come. This was an indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit before Pentecost. David in text prays that that 
blessed voice might not be taken from him. This precious wit- 
ness is always on dhe side of righteousness. Its sentence carries with 
it a condemnation of all wrong-doing. But in the face of all vio- 
lence it ever remains on the side of Truth and Holiness. 


IV.—While that “voice” speaks in the soul, however feebly, 
there is hope. By taking heed to its message we are enabled to 
make a right choice in the cross-ways of Life and Duty. It is 
preserved clear and strong by Prayer: prompt obedience: rever- 
ence for its pleadings; and the desire as in text to be guided by 
its dictates. Let us each make this prayer of the Psalmist our 
own. 


No. 44.—Few but Faithful. 
Mal. iii. 16. 

I.—This vision of the old Hebrew prophet gives us a picture in 
the foreground of which we see only the dull earth, the monotony 
and commonplace character of duties seldom varying, the daily life 
of the people of God in the world. 400 years B.C. these words 
were written. ‘The Jews had reached a crisis in their history: 
behind them lay the bright and glorious events of the past, as well 
as the terrible experiences of the wrath of Jehovah which they had 
brought upon themselves by their wrong-doing and pronounced 
ingratitude. Away in the future years somewhere lay the dawn of 
the era of Messiah’s reign when once more their nation and capital 
would assume something of their former splendor and power. Of 
these things “they that feared the Lord spake one to another,” and 
spake, as the text implies, not occasionally and despondingly, but 
“often” and hopefully, and with the full assurance of perfect faith 
in the integrity of the Divine Promises. 


II.—In the background of the Prophet’s picture we see Jehovah 
hearkening to the words of His faithful ones, and hearing them, 
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and recording the conversation of those who feared Him in a time 
of national apostasy and forgetfulness, and “that thought upon 
His Name.” ‘The watchfulness of God—the pious conduct of 
these few but faithful Jews: 1. They spake often one to another 
—charity, mutual support. 2. They feared the Lord. 3. They 
thought upon His Name. 


III.—A small band plodding on day by day, unnoticed, un- 
known, nursing the Divine Love in their hearts, staying themselves 
upon the promises, eating of the “ hidden manna,” which the mass 
of their brethren knew nothing about. “Then” a time of great 
indifference to religious duty—a time remarkable for a universal 
neglect of Divine Worship. 


IV.—Much in conduct of these old time faithful ones which we 
might emulate with profit: 1.In promoting union and com- 
munion among Christians. 2. In encouraging one another to 
study “the promises” recorded in Holy Scriptures as to the future 
of the Church of God. 3. In the recollection at all times of the 
“open ear” of our Heavenly Father, and of the “ Book of Re- 
membrance.” 


No. 45.—The Alabaster Box. 


S. Matt. xxvi. 7. 


I.—A singular parallel between this touching story and the ac- 
count of that other feast where Martha served and Mary sat at 
CHRIST’S feet. (S. Luke x. 38-42.) In both the narratives the 
two sisters are true to their respective characters, the one practical, 
energetic, busy, the other quiet, retired, dreamy, thoughtful: the 
one ready to render useful service, the other only able to sit and 
hearken or to show her love by lavishing the most precious thing 
she has without staying to ask if there was any good in such an 
offering, or whether it would serve any really practical purpose. 
In both the scene is the same—a feast. In both this tender soul 
is charged with that most un-Christian of all defects—indifference 
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to claim of others, her sister and the poor, and finds herself out, to 
her own wonder, a very monster of selfishness. 


II.—She does not complain, we may note, or explain, but only 
submits in silence to this unjust criticism. Christ Himself vindi- 
cated her. Happy to leave her cause in His hand, who knows 
best what to say and when to say it. 


III.—Each vindication begins with a rebuke, then advances to 
eulogy, and finishes with prophecy. The only work described by 
Christ as “good” during His ministry on earth. The rare sim- 
plicity of the act, its completeness, catching up the most precious 
thing and pouring it out as a sacrifice to the Lorp. Christ does 
not judge our work or our sacrifices by the practical end they 
serve, but by the motive from which they are done. Practical 
utility not standard of Christian service. Impulse is to be pre- 
ferred to calculation, the complete surrender of true love. 


IV.—In these days, when we hear so much of “work,” “ef- 
fort,” “schemes,” “ organizations,” in the Church, it is well to bear 
in mind that the poor, the heathen, and the ignorant are best 
helped by those whose highest motive is Love of CHRIST. No 
busy Martha, no energetic Dorcas was this woman, who neverthe- 
less received that rare and splendid tribute from the lips of her 
Lord, that “she had done what she could.” No heroic methods, 
no display of remarkable gifts, but just what lay within the com- 
pass of herhand. ‘The world may forget, but He remembers such 
service, done in His name and for Him. Such acts suggest—1. The 
thought of the immortal honor that attends them. 2. Their sym- 
bolical power of expression. Christ reads into them a meaning 
far beyond our purpose. Our deeds are but part of a mighty 
whole. ‘Their place is that which we are not, as yet, permitted to 
see. 3. The non-utilitarian standard by which service to Christ is 
to be measured. The false and shallow test applied by the on- 
lookers had no relation to the order of things, to the sphere of 
service, to which this offering of Mary belonged. Religion and 
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religious acts are of those things that are their own ends, and we 
cannot ask concerning them, ‘To what purpose is this waste?” 
The value of religious acts does not consist in what it brings or 
gains, but in what it zs. This world is not all, or the end of all. 
Religious service has no necessary connection with earthly advan- 
tage at all. It often tends to temporal ruin, loss, suffering, death ; 
its rewards are in “the world to come.” (S. Matt. xix. 29.) 


No. 46.—Life in Christ. 
S. Luke viii. 26, 27. 


I.—The Christian Life is a new life,—a changed life. In 
CHRIST all things become new. “Behold I,” He said, “make 
all things new.” (Rev. xxi. 5.) The natural man represented by 
the Gadarene demoniac: (a2) Evil companionship; (4) degraded 
habits; (c) destroyed himseif. A terrible picture of human nature 
depraved by the bondage of the evil one. Each of the miracles 
typical of the larger benevolence of the Gop-Man, of His attitude 
towards the race as well as towards individuals. The great masses 
of men thus enslaved by Satan objects of His unceasing solicitude. 
The unhappy demoniac has some knowledge of his condition, but 
cannot get free from the oppression to which he is subject. 


II.—It was foretold of Messiah that “ He should let the op- 
pressed go free.” (Is. lvili.6.) “Freedom” came to the sufferer 
in the person of the Son of Man, and the captive was delivered. 
Sin in its terror no longer held him in its grasp. That most malig- 
nant and persistent of tyrants yielded to the voice and presence of 
the CHRIST. The change. The man found clothed and in his 
right mind and seated at the feet of the Saviour. (See ver. 35.) 
The soft sunshine after a hail-storm. 


II1I.—The disease of the race—sin. All have it. (Rom. iil. 
10, 12.) Unless cured it grows more malignant. Our Lord is 
the source of healing. (S. Matt. xv. 30.) You meet Him in 
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His sanctuary, in the reading of His Word, in the solitudes of your 
life. “ Wilt thou be made whole?” The changed man was found 
“alone” with our Lord; close to his helper, being taught of Him. 
Habits, companionship, all changed. 


IV.—New thoughts, new motives, new pleasures, new hopes— 
some of marks of grace working in our hearts. Thank God for 
these, and persevere in any new course you may have entered upon. 

The Christian must show tokens of this newness—the new man 
—which S. Paul desired to see in his converts. (Eph. ti. 15; iv. 
24; Col. iii. 10; Gal. vi. 15; 2 Cor. v.17.) The Christian man 
must testify at home, in daily life, what God has done for him 
(ver. 39). The Christian man is zealous to declare the honor of 
Gop and the mercy and love of Christ to “ others ” outside his own 
people. His gratitude is unselfish, seeking every opportunity to 
manifest itself, 


No. 47.—The Golden Virtue. 


r Cor., xii 13: 


I,—By charity alone the children of Gop are distinguished from 
the children of Satan. (S. Augustine.) This is an essential of our 
profession of Christians. It knows no human preferences, or con- 
genial companionships, for mutual pleasure or profit. It singles out 
no individual as the object of its solicitude. Those who are not 
seen, being far off and strangers, stand in the same relationship to 
the Christian,as those who are our immediate and intimate com- 
panions in daily life. ‘Vast, broad, deep as the ocean is this 
charity.” Who can describe it more clearly than it is portrayed 
in all its beauties and perfections in this thirteenth chapter of the 
First Epistle to the Corinthians? And yet how mysterious, how 
far-away out of our reach, does the language of the Apostle seem 
to place it. 


II.—Mere forgiveness of injuries is a very necessary, but after 
all only a single phase of this great exercise of charity. We must 
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forgive from our heart as we hope to be forgiven. (S. Luke xi. 4.) 
God will not pardon us but as we pardon others. With what 
measure we meet, it shall be measured to us again. The Chris- 
tian who desires to revenge himself is condemned by his own lips 
whenever he repeats the Lord’s Prayer. We must either love our 
enemies or hate ourselves. 


III.—But Charity has finer and loftier and less directly selfish 
developments than this one. 1. We are not easily to think ill of 
our neighbor (ver. 5). Scandal, reports, gossip. 2. We must care 
as much for their interests as our own (ver. 5; Phil. ii. 4), be inter- 
ested in the lives and plans of others. Listen as well as talk. Be 
pleased to hear of the concerns of others. 


IV.—Love seeks the “best good” of others (Gal. v. 13) by 
prayer for them, Christian work as helpers in the efforts of the 
Church for the conversion of the world by—(i.) Alms; (ii.) Per- 
sonal service; (iii.) A godly walk. Pray for His love,—that it 
may be “poured” into your heart, for you will need a bountiful 
supply. (Collect for Quinquagesima.) Guard your heart from 
unloying thoughts and your lips from unloving words at all times. 


No. 48.—The Test of True Love. 
S. John xy. 13.” 


I.—Sacrifice is the supreme test of true love. A “new” com- 
mandment. Love of the brethren whom we see the proof of our 
love for God, whom we have not seen. We do not love as Chris- 
tians only those who love us. (S. Matt. v. 43.) The “newness” 
of the command of Christ consisted in the fact that the affections 
and solicitude of His followers were to embrace enemy and per- 
secutor as well as friend and sympathizer. The love of the Chris- 
tian was to suggest and plan acts of special kindness to those who 
have behaved badly or have sought to do injury, temporary 
or spiritual. Hospitals, orphanages, homes for incurables,—the 
glorious outcome of His commandment. 
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II.—Our love of others is not to be of our own choice and at 
our own discretion. It is a duty, upon the faithful discharge of 
which depends our own final acceptance with Gop. No senti- 
mental feeling sufficient. Acts which cost us some sacrifice must 
be the signs of our charity. Gop giving His most precious posses- 
sion—His only-begotten Son; the Son giving His life—to redeem 
us, are examples of real love—for we were enemies for whom 
these sacrifices were made—rebels, blasphemers of His Holy Word 
and disobedient to the dictates of His Holy Will. 





III.—If God so loved us we ought also to love one another. 
Easy to show our affection for God in any other way but “to love 
our enemies,” “to do good to those who have despitefully used 
us,”—surely this is ‘a hard saying.” It is His test. (1 S. John 
iv. 11.) 


IV.—In 1 Cor. xiii. we have the sum of the whole matter. We 
see there how we shall feel as our hearts become possessed with 
this ‘‘ Heaven-born virtue.” We shall be willing to bear a great 
deal from others (ver. 7). We shall be hopeful of the worst (ver. 7). 
Hope is the daughter of Love. Speak hopeful, loving words to 
the worst of characters, and of them, for they have capacities 
which are Gop-planted and in Christ everything is yet possible for 
them. Love is “kind” (ver. 4), “seeketh not her own” (ver. 5), 
the most beautiful of her attributes. The enemy of all selfishness 
in word, or thought, or deed. 


No. 49.—A Remedy for Frequent Falls. 
S. John vi. 32-35. 


I.—The sins of Christians a great scandal to the Church, a 
source of delight to devils, and a cause of great sorrow and even 
of despair to weak believers. Sins of Christians, alas! too com- 

“mon, sins of the baptized, of the confirmed, of communicants. A 
sad and solemn subject, difficult to deal with because it touches 
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the very saints of the Church, humiliating because the loftiest 
characters, the brightest stars in the Christian firmament, show the 
marks of imperfection and of human weakness. We blame others 
and we commit the same faults. We make good resolutions and 
break them. We sometimes do positive wrong, and, shall I say it 
of Christian souls, premeditated wrong? May God in His mercy 
still bear with us. We are weak at the best. Having a glorious 
treasure of immortality in fragile, earthen vessels. 


IJ.—In the Holy Feast of the Lord, strength and power are 
offered us. (S. John vi. 32-35.) “The food of angels,” the holy 
bread, does for the soul what the every-day food does for the body. 
The prevalence of gross sins among Christians due to the neglect 
of the ordinance, or to imperfect preparation for its reception. 
Frequent attendance not helpful in itself without careful prepara- 
tion. We must examine ourselves to see wherein our weakness 
lies for which we need “the strength of God.” (2 Cor. xiii. 5.) 
We have forgotten a great deal. (Is. Ixvi. 18.) But the Holy 
Spirit will help in this great and necessary duty by “convincing” 
us, 7.¢., showing us the heinousness of our sins if we seek His aid. 
(S. John xvi. 8.) 


III.—“ Lord evermore give us this Bread.” Without it we 
must perish in the wilderness. May we draw nigh to the “Table” 
prepared for our needs. “ Do this,” “ Drink ye all of this,”—were 
the words of Divine Institution. We are commanded, not only 
invited. The partaking not optional, as some, nay, too many think. 
See account of Institution. (S. Luke xxii. 14, 19, 20.) 


IV.—We will obey God rather than man. We will wash our 
hands in innocency, and by self-examination purging our souls will 
take our place at the sacred feast—1. To receive strength we need. 
2. To meet there the Lorp of the feast Himself. 3. To praise 
Him for His great gift. 
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No. 50.—Prayer. 
S. Luke xi. 1. 

I.—Prayer is the characteristic act of the religious man. Re- 
ligion is the bond between Gop and the soul, which sin, by reason 
of its very nature, breaks up and destroys. Can man strengthen 
that bond, which he can, it seems, so easily snap asunder if he 
will? Does his power lie only in the direction of destruction? 
Has he no means of repairing or intensifying a tie, in itself so 
precious, and yet often, alas! so frail? The answer lies in our 
Lord’s promise, “‘ Ask and it shall be given you.” (S. Matt. vii. 7.) 
Prayer is the act by which man, conscious at once of his own weak- 
ness and of his immortality, puts himself into direct and active 
communication with the Almighty, the Eternal, the Self-existent 
God. Prayer has results; it has its answers. “Grace” is God’s 
grand answer to the soul’s petitions. The Psalmist addresses Je- 
hovah by name as He “that heareth prayer.” (Ps. lxv. 2.) 


II.—Prayer commanded (S. Matt. vii. 7; Eph. vi. 18), encour- 
aged (Ps. vi.g; S. Mark xi. 24; Rom. x. 13), promises for (Amos 
v. 4; S. John xiv. 13), private (Dan. vi. 10; 1 Thess. v. 17). 
CHRIST prayed. (S. Matt. xiv. 23; xxvi. 36; S. Mark vi. 46; 
S. John xvii. g.) 


III.—The wonders of Prayer. Abraham’s servant (Gen. xxiv. 
12); Moses (Ex. xxxiii. 12); Solomon (1 Kings ix. 3); Elijah 
(x Kings xvii. 20); Hezekiah (2 Kings xix. 13); Hannah (1 Sam. 
i.11); Jonah (Jonah ii. 2); David (Psalm li.) ; Jesus (S. Matt. xxvi. 
39); Penitent Thief (S. Luke xxiii. 42); Publican (S. Luke xviii. 
11); Stephen (Acts vil, 59); Paul and Silas (Acts xvi. 25); The 
Church (Acts xii. 5). 


IV.—Motives to Prayer: (i.) Fear. A prayerless soul is a 
graceless soul. A graceless soul has no refuge in death, no guard 
against evil. (ii.) Hope. Prayer produces seriousness and calm- 
ness of spirit, and self-control. This is virtue. Prayer kills lust, 
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cures envy, cools malice, disarms revenge, develops heavenly 
desire, joy in Gop, love for the brethren. (iii.) Gratitude. God 
has heard our prayers in days past. (iv.) Self-interest. Prayer 
binds down Providence to our best desires, supplies victories over 
troubles and temptations; it makes good men better, and bad 
men good. To pray aright we must pray to be taught to pray. 
We must use our understanding, our affections, our wills. We 
must labor in prayer if we will succeed. Others must have a 
share in our supplications. (S. James v. 16.) 


No. 51.—Taught of God. 

S. John vi. 45. 
I.—The Christian has much to learn. This life is a period of 
education to each of us. The world a school in which souls are 
enlightened and trained for the Eternal Life. The ways of Gop 
made plain to all who seek to know them in sincerity. We must 
come to our Divine Teacher with child-like confidence and meek- 
ness of spirit. (S. Luke xviii.17.) The teachable will be taught. 
To “babes ” the things of the Kingdom of Heaven will be revealed, 
although hidden from the “wise and prudent,” that is, those who 
bring a mere worldly wisdom and a hesitating, calculating mind 

to bear upon the truths of our holy religion. (S. Matt. xi. 25.) 


II.—Our Divine Instructor sets us a lesson by every event of 
our lives, no matter how seemingly unimportant and common- 
place. (Ps. xxv. 9; lxxi. 17.) He shews us the real source of 
happiness, the reality of the unseen world, to trust His love through 
all, to be brave and even cheerful in sorrow, if we will only try 
and read the lesson. (Job xxxiv. 32.) Sometimes “the sorrow ” 
or trouble or disappointment seems to be going away; and then 
it comes back to us again. That is a “turned” lesson to be more 
thoroughly grasped by the pupil. 


III.—The teaching, however hard or painful, will never overtax 
our strength. It will only be just what we can bear. (S. John 
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xvi. 12.) His “grace” will always be found amply sufficient. 
The exact measure of endurance and patience will be supplied, so 
that we need never fear a failure if we are faithful and trustful all 
through. 


IV.—God would teach us through our joys, our happy hours, 
the beauty of all things about us, the sunny days of our lives,— 
and who has been without these? Here we have incentives to 
thankfulness. These are the lessons of His love. He would 
teach us through difficulties. (Ps. cxlii. 10; Heb. v. 8.) He 
would teach us through our fa//s and failures—to be humble, mis- 
trustful of self, to guard our steps and understand our own weak- 
nesses. Teacher and learners need patience. God is a God of 
“patience.” One of His attributes. We must be patient too, 
and not soon discouraged. (Numb, xiv. 18; Heb. x. 36.) Lord, 
“that which I see not, teach Thou me.” 


No. 52.—God’s Rule of Service. 
S. Matt. xx. 1-16. 


I.—This parable, if read without context, likely to produce mis- 
giving in minds of truly Christian people. The story is a simple 
one, its meaning obvious, but is account of God’s dealings such 
as a Christian can gladly receive. The parable compares our 
Heavenly Father with an earthly employer of labor who only 
recognizes legal claims, but does not care to satisfy the natural 
sense of equity. What is “lawful” may not always be “right,” 
e.g., to pay the laborer exactly the same wage who worked only 
one hour as that given to him who toiled all through the burden 
and heat of the day, might, to say the least, at first sight seem 
odd, and even unfair. If this is the way in which Heaven’s 
bounty is dispessed, is it to be that God will give twelve times 
more to one man than to another just because it pleases Him to 
do so? Such a view would certainly not encourage that genuine 
trust in our Divine Creator which is asked for in His Holy Word. 
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(Prov. xxiii. 26.) Submission to a necessity not same thing as 
trusting in God’s righteousness. 


II.—The parable teaches—1. That there will be apparent in- 
equality in God’s dealings with man. 2. There must be apparent 
inequality in order that real justice may be done. 3. The Lord 
deals with things as they sfivitually are. 4. The longest service 
will not always be remunerated by the highest wages. 


TII.—Sincerity of service to God not to be measured by years. 
Men can only judge by outward seeing—by actions. But the 
eternal condition of the soul is fixed by Divine judgment on motives 
and intentions, inward conditions which cannot be read by human 
eyes. 


IV.—We must not question equity of God’s decisions, or judge 
each other, or compare our rewards here for work done for Him. 
Misery of world made up of envy and discontent which comes of 
this comparison of the circumstances of one with another without 
being able to take into account spiritual conditions. 1. God’s 
service must be inward. 2. A bad symptom of spiritual condition 
to assume that God estimates as man estimates. 3. Let us cherish 
a profound faith in equity as well as bounty of Gop. 


No. 53.—The Breaking of the Day. 


Acts xvi. 13. 


I.—To the great Western World this passage opens up a wide 
field of thought and supplies abundant ground for gratitude to 
Gop. This is the first record of the preaching of the Gospel in 
Europe. The first touch of that mighty wave of light and grace 
which has since rolled round the globe, laving every shore and 
brightening every land under heaven, uniting in one bond—and 
that the most indestructible of bonds—viz., Christian charity and 
fellowship—all the nations of the world. The first Christian ser- 
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mon preached beyond the confines of Asia. The incident marks 
an epoch in the evangelization of the world. We stand, as it were, 
at the well-head of a great stream and watch, with a strange inter- 
est, the tiny rill which is destined to become a volume and flow 
through so many lands. 


II.—Thus unobtrusively stole into Europe the Word that was 
to guide and influence the onward march of the nations, over- 
throwing dynasties, setting up new thrones—widening the sympa- 
thies and securing the liberties of the peoples. Apparent insignifi- 
cance of events. Gathering of handful of women on river-bank 
—the weary, travel-stained Jew wending his way with his com- 
panions to the quiet place of prayer. The hum of busy life, the 
flashing arms of Roman cohorts. ‘The powers represented by the 
latter vanished forever. The power represented by the Apostle 
lives and grows stronger every day. The roll of honor of Philippi 
turned to dust, but names of Paul and Euodias and Syntyche 
known to all the world. 


III.—The true greatness of an incident depends on these 
things: 1. Motive. 2. Sphere. 3. Consequences. 


IV.—1. That which has for its motive the love of God is ever 
great and important, no matter how the world measures it. 2. 
That which is done in the sphere of the Spirit is ever great. The 
sphere the highest of all—the soul of man. 3. That which carries 
with it eternal consequences is ever great. The quiet words of 
that morning have had eternal issues. God’s beginnings of His 
mightiest efforts are always seemingly small and silent. 


No. 54.—The Two Moods. 
S. James v. 13. 
I.—The world made up of two classes, the merry and the sad. 
Take the first score of men we meet on the street: some are chilled 
with sorrows deep and lasting, some are wrapped in a cloud of 
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gloom of their own making, or, perhaps, due to the deeds or 
words or weakness of others, Fathers anxious about sons. 
Mothers full of care for daughters. Business distresses, ill-health, 
failures, disappointment of fond hopes. Others will be light of 
heart; they carry music in their eyes and faces and on their lips. 
The two groups stand at the opposite poles of human experience, 
and seem to themselves (probably) to have nothing in common 
with each other. 


II.—But S. James thinks that, antithetic as are the circum- 
stances and emotions, there is one place where these two families - 
can meet—the throne of God; and there is one occupation in 
which both can join—prayer. This diversity of emotion has one 
issue—communion with God. 


III.—Both emotions legitimate and right. Christianity does 
not seek to make men Stoics, or to repress the natural feelings or 
limit their expression. Tears and laughter both useful. Each 
have their distinct purpose and influence. 


IV.—“Is any among you afflicted?” ‘The apostle does not say 
let him crush down his sorrow. Is any merry? S. James does 
not suggest a mortified countenance. Prayer is the solace of the 
mourner. Praise the best expression of joy. Prayer expresses all 
moods of our spirit—it can wail and sob, murmur soft and low, 
complain and plead, and it can pour forth bright symphonies of 
praise flashing with light and leaping in gladness. The purpose 
of joy or sorrow—to stir us up to lay hold of Him more firmly 
than we are apt to do in amonotonous life. “ Because they have 
no changes, therefore they do not fear God.” Let us take heed 
that we get the highest good out of these “ changes.” 


No. 55.—A Question Asked in Sorrow. 


Rom. vil. 24. 


I.—Questions ‘vary in intensity according to mood of person 
who puts them very often. Some never really asked to be 
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answered, some impossible of answer, some only to be solved by 
careful thought, time, and patient study of the various matters 
with which they are more or less connected. The questions of 
S. Paul, like the themes of his sermons and epistles, when ardently 
and exactly studied, eminently fitted to exercise and develop the 
moral as well as the mental faculties. The doctrinal method of 
the great apostle always deals with one theme—the saving of the 
soul. 


TI.—Other themes have a place in his writings, but this is the 
central thought of his life, as it was the one sublimest object of 
his mission everywhere after his own conversion. We have in 
this text one of the apostle’s weighty questions. May we, by the 
help of the Holy Spirit, perceive the full force of its hidden mean- 
ing, taste its divine sweetness, and acknowledge its power. We 
have here a question and an answer, emerging by way of con- 
clusion from a lengthened process of spiritual dissection recorded 
in past chapter. 


IIJ.—An impassioned exclamation characteristic of the writer. 
S. Paul’s words often cutting, but never cold. The feeling of S. 
Paul’s utterances as distinct as their intellectual or moral power. 
They glow as they penetrate—they kindle while they convince. 
“O wretched man that I am ”—expression of “suffering.” Cause 
of distress ‘body of this death.” Three principal terms used: 
1. Death. 2. This Death. 3. The Body of this Death. 


IV.—These terms separately and reciprocally examined. Death 
—not death of body. Spiritual death—sin. Sin in heart and life. 
This it is which troubles him. ‘‘ This death ”—present, personal, 
here, now, this plague gnawing at vitals now. Z/at death an 
object of terror to many who sit at ease in “Ais one. But he is 
“wretched” because of the death present in his soul: ‘the body 
of this death.” Spiritual death here personified—The spirit of sin 
had left him. Its power over him had been broken, but its body 
lay in Paul, a loathsome and noisome carcass, dimming his joys 
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and impeding his steps. The actual impurity that remains in the 
heart and life of the Christian even after pardon and acceptance 
with God. Failings should trouble the Christian and make him 
pray for deliverance from all evil. 


No. 56.—Answered in Gladness. 
Rom. vii. 25. 


I.—After the soul or spirit of sin has left the heart and the 
Christian is “ going on to perfection” and walking steadily in the 
narrow way that leadeth unto life, “the body” of sin remains 
awhile, and has to be struggled with, and eventually cast out. 
This is the great sorrow and discipline of the saints. When love 
of sin has departed happily forever, the tendency to sin which 
remains and the sinning depresses the true child of God—he be- 
comes wretched—and cries aloud for deliverance. Those who 
are farthest advanced in holiness complain most of their own sin- 
fulness. This is no anomaly, as it may at first sight and from 
outside appear to be. 


II.—Neither is this confession of sin hypocrisy. In the quick- 
ened spiritual life, the soul becomes tender and very sensitive. It 
becomes pure and less able to bear faults which it once tolerated 
in itself or others with patience, and even with complacency, or at 
least without anxiety. Those who hate sin truly, hate their own 
most, because it is their own. To mark and stigmatize the fail- 
ings of a neighbor and overlook our own is ever a sure mark of 
self-deception. 


III.—“I thank God.” Confidence as sure a mark of true 
discipleship as prayer. If he had not been a true Christian he 
would not have been troubled by such grief; he would not have 
been animated by such gladness. “In everything” he gives 
thanks. With body of sin coiled round his heart, no deliverance 
yet wrought, he might have postponed thankfulness. He will not 
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thank God #f he is delivered. He sings praises in his agony. 
Proof of grace to him that sin troubles him. 


IV.—When sin is your sorrow, rejoice. It is God working in 
you. Satan wants us not to trouble about sin. Thank God then 
for this feeling of pain—it means life. ‘Who shall deliver me? 
I thank God, He shall.” He had been delivered from “the 
soul of sin,” now he longs to be delivered from “ the body of sin,” 
i.¢., its power in his body to trouble him. He yearns for holiness, 
to be “holy ” as well as pardoned, as God is “holy.” Two things 
needed: First—Sin to be blotted out, forgiven through CHRIST: 
this destroys “the soul of our destroyer.” Next—Acts and habits 
of actual sin, the carcass of the dead clinging to living body. 
Christ our deliverer from “body” as well as “soul” of sin. 


No. 57.—Eternity of Faith, Hope, and Love. 


I Cor. xiii. 13. 


I.—Faith and Hope are eternal as well as Love. The two 
former virtues do not belong only to this world, nor is Love the 
exclusive possession of the next. ‘The very reverse of this is the 
fact. “Now adideth Faith, Hope, and Love.” 


IJ.—Faith shall abide:—There must ever be a mystery in 
Heaven. The Infinite mind can never be comprehended by the 
finite. The attributes of God in all their glory shall forever be 
“past finding out.” What creature shall be able to comprehend 
that existence which is marked by no time, but is from everlasting 
to everlasting—that wisdom whose plans take in all ages, all 
powers, all worlds,—that love which sustains all beings with life 
and joy? Some mysteries too deep for us now will be fathomed 
in. the world to come. But other truths there are, such as the 
being of the Father, Son, and Spirit, which will be forever as un- 
approachable as is the star which has lighted up our path from 
childhood. 


A TRIO OF CONTRASTS, A 


I1J.—Hope will abide :—Hope is another of those graces which 
we sometimes assume to be connected only with the present time. 
The same conditions of our being which will render faith necessary 
in the future life will also render hope necessary. Hope is made 
up of desire and well-founded expectation, and in heaven we shall 
forever desire and forever expect. We shall forever desire. As 
there will be in our heavenly home an endless supply of good, so 
there will be this continued desire. But this desire will seek only 
the “good” and the “best”-—-God and His will and service— 
no disappointments to that desire, no selfish interests to mar its 
purity, no baffled hopes nor longings unworthy of our exalted 
nature, 


IV.—Love shall abide:—Never doubted. Heaven and Love 
forever associated. Selfishness and hate shall pass away with the 
world which gave them birth, but Love shall abide. Mine and 
thine will merge into ours, each shall love his neighbor as himself. 
All our hearts will be God’s at last. We shall ourselves be objects 
of God’s love as much as Christ is, and nothing in the universe 
shall be able to separate us from that love. 


No. 58.—A Trio of Contrasts. 


2yLim. ive 10, /11< 


I.—S. Paul twice imprisoned. The former lighter, followed by 
temporary release and renewal of work. During it the Epistle to 
the Colossians and Philemon, among others, were written. The 
second imprisonment was more severe in character, and ended 
with the martyrdom of the apostle. This letter to Timothy dates 
from it. In the former we find him surrounded by a cluster of 
loving friends—Marcus, “sister’s son to Barnabas, Luke the be- 
loved physician, and Demas.” In the latter “only Luke is with 
me.” Of the two others, one had gone away on an errand of 
Christian work, the other has slunk from Paul’s side, with a plausi- 
ble excuse, probably, drawn off by the fascinations of the world. 
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II.—These three men, Luke, Demas, John Mark, are singularly 
contrasted. Typical of character and conduct. Luke the faith- 
ful companion of the apostle from the beginning of their recorded 
association to the end of S. Paul’s life—at his side, ministering 
to the great leader by his medical skill or with his pen. Demas, 
for a long time faithful and reliable, but falling away, a deserter 
and renegade in time of S. Paul’s sorest need. He broke down 
under the stress of the Spiritual Life. Started well, ended badly. 
John Mark—the exact converse of Demas. His early defection 
nobly retrieved. Afraid of toil at the outset of his Christian 
course, he learned “to endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. (2-Tim. 1,3.) 


III.—The three figures: 1. The steadfast Christian. 2. The 
apostate. 3. The restored backslider. All men under the same 
influence, teaching, and guidance. Same seed sown. 


IV.—Not circumstances without, but spirit within, determines 
our character and our religious position. How clearly is brought 
out the izdividuality of the Christian life. These men stood side 
by side for years in the same work, prayed side by side—two 
faithful, one an apostate at last. Demas warns us to be on our 
guard against the snares of ease and comfort and the pleasures of 
the world. The name of Mark suggests penitence and restoration. 
Luke—uninterrupted faithfulness to the end. 


No. 59.—The Lord’s Day. 
S. Luke vi. 5. 
I.—The integrity of the Lord’s Day threatened by the world. 
A precious heritage of Christian people to be reverenced and care- 
fully protected in our own times from needless desecration or dis- 
honor. The text teaches that the “Sabbath” is of God, that its 
intention is mercy. The “Sabbath” was made for man by Him 
who made man, and knew what he needed, and knew that he 
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would always need it till the dawn of the Eternal Day of Rest 
and Peace and Worship. 


II.—He who made the “Sabbath” has power to alter it as it 
pleases Him, because He is its Lord: that He can change the day 
of its observance, relax its ceremonial strictness, elevate its blessed- 
ness, widen its meaning. This has been done. The Lord’s Day, 
or Christian Sabbath, not modern arrangement of a national board 
of health, valuable as are its effects upon the physical life of the 
people who observe it; nor is it merely a venerable tradition of 
Church authority: it is the expression of the immutable will—the 
gift of the unchanging love of the Living God. Altered from last 
to first day of week by the Lord through the Apostles—a day of 
delight and blessing. 


III.—“ Made for man.”—1. To rest from bodily labor. A 
weekly rest a physical necessity. As far as possible to be a rest 
' day. 2. For relaxation and enjoyment. In quiet repose and 
sober pleasures in the bosom of the family. 3. “A holy day ”’—the 
day for the family reunion of weary workers with hand and brain 
around the Table of the Lord. Quiet walks and taking in the 
sweet, fresh air are not forbidden, nor the social intercourse of 
friends one with the other. For special instruction in Divine 
Truth. 4. For Divine Worship. 


IV.—Nothing more useful in considering this question than 
healthy common sense—to separate the essential from the non- 
essential. Sunday is a festival—the weekly anniversary of the 
resurrection of our Lord from the grave. Let it be sunny, joyous, 
holy, reverent, calm, and above all, consecrated by attendance at 
Divine Worship. ; 


No. 60.—“‘ The Covert of Thy Wings.” 
Ps. Ixi. 4. 


I.—The Providence of Jehovah and His sheltering care of His 
people compared to the overshadowing “wings” of the Cherubim 
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over the Mercy Seat. “ Wings” symbolical of care, nourishment, 
secrecy, safety. The simile often used in Holy Scripture. (See 
especially for this use S. Matt. xxiii. 37.) The exceedingly strik- 
ing image may have been suggested by Deut. xxxii. 11: “ Nestles 
over them with her wings.” Psalm xvii. 8: “ Hide me under 
the shadow of Thy wings.” 


I1I.—The tender care and solicitude of God beautifully shown 
in this reference to the anxious, restless love of birds for their 
young—a fact of natural history well known. Spiritual lessons 
taught by reference to what we know and understand—great 
things compared with small to suit our capacity—a mark of the 
wisdom and ability of the teacher—whose object is not to dazzle 
or confuse us by a display of his talents, but to impart to us some 
new truth or extend our acquaintance with truth we already know 
something about. 


III.—Nothing more remarkable in the Psalms than this ever- 
recurring expression of a tender personal affection on the part of 
the poets for God. There is no parallel to this in the whole range 
of heathen literature. Monsters to be propitiated and feared were 
the deities of the pagan. What heathen ever loved his god? 


IV.—‘I will trust under the covert of Thy wings.” The ex- 
pression of the soul that truly loves God. We will trust in His 
Divine Protection: 1. Because we need it. 2. God knows our 
weakness and our peril. 3. God loves us, we are His own off- 
spring, and provoke His sympathy by our very weakness and help- 
lessness—‘‘ He knoweth whereof we are made: He remembereth 
that we are but dust.” (Psalm ciii. 14.) He will help us. 4. 
He is constrained to do this by affection as well as by covenant. 
5. We shall be safe, nourished, cared for, shielded from the world 
by Him. 6. He invites us to thus put ourselves under His pro- 
tecting care—the covert of His wings. 


FIGHTING GIANTS. 17 


No. 61.—Fighting Giants. 
I Sam. xvii. 50. 

I.—The meaning of “ David” the beloved. In the narrative 
of the first great public event in the history of the son of Jesse we 
have a proof of the suitableness of the name in its highest signifi- 
cation as applied to the shepherd lad of Bethlehem. He was 
God’s “beloved,” or favored one. The pure, joyous, valiant 
youth was also devout, reverent, and religious in the best sense of 
the word. His trust in Gop was as strong as it was simple and 
absolute. Every act of his early life he lived out beneath the 
approving gaze of his Father in Heaven. The meeting with 
Goliath may be regarded as the first step towards that high posi- 
tion which he afterwards attained. David was at the royal court 
before this. (Sze 1 Sam. xvi. 18.) The camp had been pitched 
only about fifteen miles from Bethlehem. 


II.—The details of the picture—the two camps—the fears of 
Israel—the boasting of Goliath—the young lad looking upon the 
whole scene—his heart stirred within him by the taunts of the 
heathen braggart—David decided to take up the challenge. His 
brothers reproved his presumption. Saul scrupled because of his 
youth. David relied in the strength of Gop. The five pebbles 
and the sling his only weapons—calm, courageous, faithful, simple. 


III.—The fall of the vain-glorious and terrible foe. David 
welcomed by the song of the joyous multitudes, who felt that to 
this ruddy stripling they owed their deliverance from the oppres- 
sion of these hated Philistines. ‘Saul has slain his thousands, 
but David his ten thousands.” 


IV.—This story symbolical of the warfare waged by each Chris- 
tian soul, so feeble in itself, against those tyrants, the deadly sins, 
which “come on so fast” and are so terrible in their strength and 
maliciousness. Pride. Lust. Sloth. Unbelief. Covetousness. 
Envy. These must be met with Faith in God,—Courage, Sim: 
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plicity. The weapons the five smooth stones from the river of 
Gop—the Church—that flows through the wilderness of this sinful 
world: viz., Self-denial, Prayer, Thankfulness, Sacramental Grace, 
Humility. The victory not probable, but “sure.” Each soul a 
“ David,” a “beloved,” “ favorite,” dear to God, upheld by prom- 
ises, “kept” always by the Almighty Hand. (Is. lix. 1.) 


No. 62.—A Mother’s Prayer. 


S. Matt. xy. 22. 


I.—Phenicia a narrow tract of territory, stretching along the 
eastern shore of the Mediterranean, strictly about twenty-eight 
miles long, average width one mile, term as generally used one 
hundred and twenty miles of coast about twenty miles in breadth. 
Phenicia, the land of palms, was its Greek name. Canaan, the 
low land, was the name given to it by its own people in contrast 
with the high table-land in the interior region. ‘The woman called 
in text “a woman of Canaan,” is styled in S. Mark vii. 26, “a 
Syro-Phenician.” This district never conquered by the Israelites, 
although allotted to the tribes of Dan, Asher, and Nepthali in 
the original partition of the country. The people of Phenicia 
worshipped Baal and Astarte and the Greek Aphrodite—all 
deities of the heathen, and worshipped with the most abomin- 
able and degrading rites. Human sacrifices were offered on oc- 
casion. 


II.—CHRIST visited this region. The first contact of the 
“Light” with the “ Darkness” of heathenism in its worst forms. 
Yet even here is found one whose faith and humility attracts to 
her the love and sympathy of CHRIST. How had this mother 
heard of the Divine Mission of the Gop-Man? Fragments of 
rumors had floated over the border from the land of Israel. 
Scanty but sufficient for her were these words of comfort and hope. 
She met the Saviour, and at once preferred her request—put before 
the Christ the condition of her child. 


THE TWO FRUIT TREES. 19 


III.—No scene in the sacred ministry of the Messiah so touch- 
ing as this—a heathen mother, into whose soul a glimmer of the 
truth only had penetrated, kneeling to the prophet of Nazareth 
and begging help for her darling one. Her faith, her persever- 
ance, her humble replies to a seemingly unfeeling remark. Her 
readiness to accept the position assigned her by the words of the 
CHRIST. Her devotion to her child—all these are striking 
features in the picture. 


IV.—Mothers, pray for your little ones. Take your family 
cares to CHRIST. He was the child of a tender, loving mother. 
He knows the sorrows, anxieties, and distresses of family life. 
The answer will be more than you even desire. The hesitation 
of CHRIST or seeming indifference only the test of her love 
and perseverance and sincerity, not the hesitation or delay of in- 
difference or unwillingness. CHRIST the mother’s Friend. 


No. 63.—The Two Fruit Trees. 


S. Matt. vii. 17-20. 


1.—The “fruit” is the proof of the nature, vitality, and useful- 
ness of the tree. The illustration used by our Lord a familiar 
and powerful one. A rule by which we are to judge and be 
judged. We must always be careful in giving our opinion of 
others, but there are signs by which the character will exhibit itself, 
just as the tree is known by its fruit. 


II.—First of all, its class and family are known. ‘The grape or 
thorn, the fig or thistle may possibly deceive or perplex in early 
stage of growth. This, however, can only be for a very brief 
period. Each takes its proper form in due course, and there can 
not long be any doubt as to the family to which the tree belongs. 
Is it a friend of man, a source of nourishment or joy or health as 
the vine, the fig, or an enemy and an inconvenience like the thistle 
or the thorn? The “fruit” is a test of the vitality of the tree; if 
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feeble, the “fruit” is scarce or poor in quality. If naturally vigor- 
ous, the fruit is abundant and luscious. 


III.—Ye shall “ know ” the Christian by his fruits. The actions 
of our daily lives are compared to “fruits”; what we do declares 
the class to which we belong. The God-fearing or the God- 
despising, the godly or the godless. The “ fruits” of the good tree 
distinctly set out in Galatians v. 22, where they are spoken of as 
the “ Fruits” of the Spirit because they are produced under the 
benign influence of the Holy Ghost, whose action upon the heart 
and life develops the “fruit” here described. 


IV.—The “ fruit or works of the flesh” (See a/so Gal. v. 19-21) 
a terrible catalogue. To be read only to be avoided with careful- 
ness by all who bear as their Baptismal sign the mark of the Cruci- 
fied. To develop the “good fruit” we need the water of the 
Holy Spirit’s influence, the dews of Divine Favor, the sunshine of 
our Father’s Face, the pruning-knife of affliction and disappoint- 
ment, the winds and gales of Heavenly blessing, and the shelter 
and support of the Great Husbandman. May we plentifully bring 
forth the fruit of good works to His glory who rejoices in our 
fruitfulness. 


No. 64.—God’s Balances. 
Dan. v. 27. 

I.—The scene of impiety in the palace of Belshazzar. The 
youthful prophet of the subject race—a captive Jew brought into 
the banquet hall to decipher that sentence of fire on the walls and 
cornices overhead. The Divine decree written there. The judg- 
ment of God described as “a weighing in a balance,” a testing by 
a standard weight. Every civilized country has its standard of 
weight and measure, by which it tests the balances and weights of 
the community at large. 


II.—God’s Standard Weight—Holiness. His Balances—tr. 
His Word. 2. Holy Examples. (Enoch, Christ. x Cor. xi. 1.) 


INDIFFERENCE NOT AVARICE. 81 


3. Inducements. (Ex. xx. 12; 1 Tim. iv. 8; Heb. v.18.) 4. 
Griefs. (Is. xl. 1; 2 Cor. viii. 2—eg. Job.) 5. Happiness. 
(Rom. ii. 4; Acts xiv. 17.) 6. Sore trials. (Heb. xi. 17—<.g. 
Abraham, Daniel.) Thus God tests us to see whether we wi// not, 
and whether we do not come up to the required standard, whether 
we are “just” or to be condemned as “ found wanting.” 


III.—Wherein some are found wanting. Will—to do good 
(S. John v. 40), for sin is chosen. Endeavor—no good thing is 
done. (Ps. xiv. 3.) Inclination—evil is preferred to good. (Job 
xxl. 14.) No desire for grace. (Gal. iv. 9.) Without holiness 
(Jer. vii. 15), therefore without salvation. 


IV.—How justified. Beautified, found without any lack. 
Pronounced by God’s balance to be true. Glorified, magnified, 
justified—made just, made beautiful, made glorious, made great. 
What is a just weight? To come up to the standard. So the 
soul justified, all its deficiencies made up, comes up to the stand- 
ard of God—Holiness. A condemned weight can be brought up 
to standard by an addition—add more weight. So the sinner 
takes hold of CHRIST, clothes himself in His righteousness, and 
in one scale are Christ and the sinner, in the other Holiness, the 
Standard Weight. Zhe beam is level, for the sinner in Christ Jesus 
there is no condemnation. He is passed from death to life—he 
is accounted just for Christ’s sake, and is made holy by partaking 
of the nature of his Redeemer and Justifier. ‘“ Who shall lay any- 
thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth: who 
is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died.” 


No. 65.—Indifference not Avarice. 
S. Luke xvi. 19, 20. 


I.—The sin of the rich, as a rule, is not avarice or love of ac 
cumulating wealth. This is the vice of the covetous and the selfish. 
The vast sums spent upon amusement, luxury, living at ease, sump- 
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tuous fare, “purple and fine linen,” entertainments, testify to a 
prodigality of the wealthy classes which is wrong because it is 
indiscriminate and regardless of results. ‘‘The passing hour” is 
all that is thought of, present ease, pleasant scenes and sounds, 
merriment, beauty, absence from care. Dives—the masses of 
wealthy people to be found in modern times in our great cities— 
who have amassed fortunes without effort, and spend them without 
thought of the responsibility they incur for the improper use of 
means “lent” them by God to be used for His glory and the good 
of mankind generally. 


II.—The crouching beggar at the gate of Dives—the masses of 
the criminal poor, the respectable poor, the helpless or afflicted 
and suffering ones, “the waifs and strays” of life—that great 
world within a world of sorrow, shame, pain, sin, despair, which 
lies hidden in the heart of our great cities—New York, London, 
Boston, Chicago, New Orleans, Paris, Manchester, etc. 


III.—Dives would feel if he were once interested. He is not 
so much heartless in the matter of the woes and needs of these 
multitudes—he is indifferent. He is wrapt in his own pleasures, 
the interests of his own life. He is not, he feels, responsible. He 
shuts out the unpleasant thought that these horrors exist at all. He 
tries to forget that Lazarus lies there at his gate, “full of sores,” a 
sickening spectacle truly. The sin of Dives—the sin of the wealthy 
classes of our own time and land is this—they are indifferent. 


IV.—The opportunity given to the rich man to secure an 
eternity of blessedness by the right use of his means here was alto- 
gether missed by him. He failed to see his duty. He remained 
indifferent to the end. The dogs taught him an object lesson 
which he, however, was not able to grasp. The needy, the lost, 
the poor are our care on earth. In helping them the happiest 
effects are wrought upon our own character. Our future is influ- 
enced. God is praised and duty is discharged. How many like 
opportunities are carelessly passed by and neglected every day! 


THE HONE Y-COMB. 83 


No. 66.—The Honey-comb.” 
Prov. xvi. 24. 

I.—The Hebrew title of the Book—“ Bye-words,” “ similitudes.” 
It is a manual of practical rules of life, as the Psalms are a manual 
of daily devotion, the former guiding the actions, the latter the 
thoughts. It is a book of daily lessons for “all sorts and condi- 
tions of men.” “Wisdom” is religion; “folly,” irreligion. The 
first portion to xxil. 16, the work of Solomon. The latter part 
collected by those who were set by Hezekiah to restore the Temple 
worship, among whom were Isaiah and Hosea. ‘The Jews attrib- 
ute the Song of Solomon to the early years of that famous mon- 
arch, the Proverbs to his mature age, and Ecclesiastes to his 
declining years. 


II.—In the text, the manner of our discourse and the form of 
our conversation is suggested. A pleasing “address,” an agree- 
able mode of speech, is described as “pleasant words.” But the 
matter as well as the manner of the “ words” has to be taken into 
account ; although a gentle, courteous delivery often makes a harsh 
or unpleasant message or lesson acceptable. 


III.—Christ spoke “gracious words,” full of tenderness and 
sympathy to those who were suffering or depressed. A kind 
word has great effect if spoken at the right time. “ Pleasant words 
are sweet,” but to be “sweet,” they must always be sincere. Af- 
fectation of sympathy we do not feel, or a supercilious manner of 
expressing kind feelings, defeat their own purpose, and are always 
offensive. Mere diffusiveness is not “pleasant.” It wearies, and 
may often disgust. 


IV.—It is a Christian virtue to cultivate “pleasant words,” to 
study to adapt our “words” to the circumstances of our friends 
and companions. (i.) They are “sweet.” (ii.) They are “heal- 
ing” to the bones. Heal anger, envy, sorrow. Keep a good 
store of “kind words and pleasant thoughts” laid by. Honey in 
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the comb. Have the heart full of sweetness. Gather your honey 
from the “ Rose of Sharon ”—take your sweetness of word and 
thought from CHRIST JESUS. Diligence and Patience needed 
to gather and store away this treasure. In the Bible the ‘pleasant 
words” of Jesus are to be found. Seek them and appropriate 
them to yourselves. 


No. 67.—Our Earthly Tabernacle. 


a Cor. Vom 


I.—The word tabernacle means literally “a booth,” or tent. A 
temporary dwelling place only, (See Num. xxiv. 5; Job xi. 14; 
xx. 26, 28; S. Matt. xvii. 4.) Our earth-life in this world repre- 
sented by the tent of the soldier, or of the emigrant to the Far 
West, or of the Arab of the desert. The body is the soul’s tent 
—*‘‘tabernacle.” The tent is pitched in the evening, the soldier 
spends the night in it, and the next morning it is taken down 
(‘‘ dissolved” ), as the soldiers say, “struck.” Thus short is our 
earthly life. A very expressive metaphor. The shepherd of the 
Kast at sunrise folds his tent and moves away, leaving no trace 
behind of his presence ; so man passes on to the great unseen and 
his place here knows him no more. This is the case day by day 
—souls passing out of the world, lives brought to a close, young, 
old, rich, poor, “all sorts and conditions of men.” 


IIJ.—The permanent home of the soul—Heaven. “ Here have 
we no continuing city, but seek one to come.” (Heb. xiii. 14.) 
We are, as Israel of old, on our way to the Promised Land. The 
soldier does not expect to live in his “tent” always. There is a 
house, a home, a joyous circle of friends and relatives, waiting for 
him somewhere. They think of him, he dreams of them by the 
watch-fire in the night. His “heart” is there with them. He 
longs to rejoin them, when the fight is over and the war ends. 


III.—So the body serves us for our probation life on earth; it 
is the earthly house or tabernacle. But for our life in heaven 
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which is, after all, the soul’s true life, there is a “ building,” our 
Father’s house, where are the “many mansions,” in which our 
Lord is preparing “a place” for His own, that where He is they 
may be also. 


IV.—Prepare for the Heaven-Life. Who would spend time 
and means and labor to make comfortable a tent intended for a 
night’s stay, as one does to make a “fixed home” beautiful and 
comfortable? How many live this tent-life as though it was the 
Home-life! The snare of the world to persuade man that it is 
“Home,” that there is nothing better beyond, that this is his 
“Life” that he has “attained” when he has secured the joys of 
this world, its honor, its wealth, its pleasures. §. Paul says, “In 
this (tabernacle) we groan (are not satisfied), desiring to be clothed 
upon, that mortality may be swallowed up of life.” (Sze 2 Cor. 
v. 1-8.) ; 


No. 63.—God’s Coins. 
S. Luke xy. 8-10. 


I.—The three remarkable parables of the “lost ” which are found 
in this chapter are told for the same purpose, but they are not the 
game in matter. Not like the reverberations of the thunder, mere 
echoes of one peal; nor in delivering them did our Lord, to bor- 
tow a figure from His old trade, seek to drive home a particular 
nail by repeated blows of the same hammer. These parables, 
carefully studied, show why Christ sought sinners, and encouraged 
sinners to seek Him. But there are sinners of different shades of 
character, and these, that none might despair, are described under 
three different figures:—that stupid, senseless wanderer, the lost 
sheep; that piece of money, which, devoid of sensibility, and un- 
conscious of its fall, lies in the dust and feels no desire whatever 
to be otherwise, and that unhappy prodigal—born in happy cir- 
cumstances, and kindly and piously reared—who acts from his 
own bad will, resists a father’s authority, and sinning against light 
and conscience, leaves home to plunge overhead into the foulest 
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depths of vice. The three must be dovetailed together to give a 
complete picture of the way of salvation. 


1I.—(Text.) What befel this woman? One piece of silver 
lost. A human soul. The coin beautifully expresses the condi- 
tion of the degraded, depraved worldling. He was not always, 
not once, not at first, what he is now. This foul, dishonored, de- 
faced coin was once bright, pure, stamped with features and super- 
scription of a king. (The soul born anew in Holy Baptism.) 
So in original creation, pure, untarnished metal, stamped with like- 
ness of God. (Gen. i. 27.) 


_I}I.—What the woman did to find the money. 1. Lights a 
candle to search for the lost piece of silver in the dark, windowless 
house. 2. Takes a broom, for dust accumulates in these Eastern 
houses from the mud floors and walls. 3. In the choking air, 
with bent figure and eager face she seeks till she finds the coin. 
The candle—the Word of God—the woman—the Church seeking 
her lost children. The sweeping—the alarms, convictions, judg- 
ments of God, or the call of the Chutch through her various 
agencies. 


IV.—The joy of the woman. The coin recovered, put to use 
again. “The image and superscription reappears on its polished 
surface once more.” The conversion of “backsliding” souls 
taught in this parable especially. Once God’s, then the world’s, 
but still God’s own children, recalled and recovered and restored 
to usefulness. Baptismal purity regained, the “image” restored. 
God saving “ His own.” 


No. 69.—The Open Window—Its Lessons. 
Dan. vi. 10. 
I.—Noah, Daniel, Job. (Ezek. xiv. 14, 16.) Three names 
mentioned by Jehovah as men of “righteousness.” A unique 
honor to be thus marked out as ideal characters, representatives 
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of the “godly seed.” Daniel exemplary—x. For piety in youth. 
2. Not depressed by exile nor overshadowed in spirit by adverse 
fortune. 3. For duty done amidst unpromising surroundings. 4. 
Faithfulness to Gop always. 5. Not stirred by prosperity and 
social elevation. 6. Neither ashamed of his country, his God, or 
his creed. 7. Resolute. 


Il.—A great character, truly. What was the secret of its 
strength? ‘The verse of the text reveals the secret. He was a 
man of prayer. A glimpse at the secret habits of a saint under 
the Old Dispensation. A reproach to many Christians who boast 
their superiority to the Jews of old, who despise the children of 
Abraham who were under “the law.” 


III.—We have in text the doctrine taught—1z. Of holy times. 
Daniel, like Abraham, Christ and others, had “holy times,” fixed 
hours of devotion—a useful and helpful practice, three times a 
day. Nothing interfered with this division of his time, cares of 
state, distress of mind, danger—all were put aside when the “ time”? 
arrived for devotion. 2. Holy places. His “place” was by the 
open window, which looked towards Jerusalem, the home of his 
race, the seat of his religion, the spot rendered sacred in his eyes 
by the promises of the restoration and future glory of his people. 
3- Holy postures. He kneeled on his knees—the body worships 
as well as the spirit; reverence, order, punctuality, retirement, all 
taught by this act of Daniel. 


IV.—“ As he did aforetime.” No sudden appeal to Jehovah 
in panic, or in a terrible crisis of life. His regular habit. The 
true source of strength and power over evil, temporal or spiritual. 
Daniel mingled “thanks” with his prayers. He could, we might 
think, when praying at peril of his life, have little to thank God 
for. Every life has its hours of golden sunshine when there is 
light on the face, a spring in the step, and music in the heart. 
Shall we receive good at the hands of the Lord and not receive 
evil? (Jobii.1o.) Even irregular, impulsive devotion, offered in 
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stress of some great calamity—good; regular, fixed habits of 
prayer, with times, places, postures, arranged best for all. 


No. 70.—Our Bethesda. 
S. John v. 2. 

I.—It was an ancient custom of benevolent people to construct 
pools and open up wells in populous places. The porches or coy- 
ering over this Bethesda, “House of Mercy,” were probably put 
up by some kind Jew to shelter the sick. This pool or reservoir, 
if it is identical, as some good authorities suppose it is, with the 
vast reservoir, 360 feet by 130 and 75 feet deep, half choked with 
rubbish, still existing outside the north-east corner of the temple 
enclosure, is one example of the fine water supply of Jerusalem in 
the days of her grandeur. The characteristics of the cures wrought 
at the pool were—(i.) That the healing extended to whatever dis- 
eases a man might have. (ii.) Only the one who first stepped in 
was cured. (iil.) The healing influence was periodical. (iv.) This 
healing virtue was miraculous. (v.) It was announced by “the 
angel” giving motion to the waters. 


IJ.—The visit of CHRIST to this scene of woe and depression. 
Bethesda a house of mercy—of cures as well as of pain and suffer- 
ing. Hope dwelt there—hence the number of sick folk waiting 
for the moving of the waters. Faith dwelt there—see how pa- 
tiently the sufferers waited for their opportunity to come. A spe- 
cial case—friendless—a long time—helpless. 


IIJ.—CHRIST singled out this “case.” He “knew” the his- 
tory of the unhappy friendless one. The address of the stranger 
to the invalid. “Wilt thou be made whole?” The reply—No 
one to help him at the critical moment. Help has arrived. He 
knows it not. Do any of us know what help and comfort is ours 
if we would only trust in Him, who never leaves us or forsakes us, 
who is with us “always”? The command—the joyous exultation 
of the crippled man. 
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IV.—The Church with her sacraments our Bethesda—a House 
of Mercy—“ five porches” for our protection—a shelter from the 
storm of adversity—the heat of temptation—the chill of unbelief. 
Healing there—spiritual power—supernatural graces. CHRIST 
moves among the throng of stricken souls, dispensing His life- 
giving graces. Faith necessary in order to have the benefit of 
His help. “ Impotent folk ”’"—weak, unable to walk in the way of 
righteousness, needing power to “go forward” on the way to 
Eternal Life. Points of difference between the Jewish Bethesda 
and our own: 1. A/ways healing power in Church. Christ always 
there. 2. A4/7who comehealed. 3. Our Bethesda offers a spirit- 
ual, lasting healing—the old Bethesda only a physical, temporal 
benefit. 


No. 71.—‘‘ The Cool of the Day.” 
Gen. iii. 8. 

I.—The History of the Fall of Adam is the history of the fall 
of every soul. The justice of God and His mercy are alike set 
forth in the narrative, as well as the strength and weakness of 
human nature. The sin had been committed, the deed done never 
to be recalled, the union between man and his Maker had been 
suddenly and violently disturbed, the seducer had done his work, 
and was satisfied so far as evilis ever contented. A day of storm, 
and terror, of cross-purposes, of deceit, of fear, and audacity, of 
mixed motives, lying, ingratitude, and folly. 


II.—“ The cool of the day ”—the hot noon-tide of temptation 
to indulgence passed, the fever-heat of the wrong-doing is gone. 
The hour of reflection has arrived. Torture, shame, remorse now 
oppress the mind, clearness of vision succeeds to the clouds raised 
up by unrestrained desire and the blindness of self-will. The act 
of sin now begins to assume its true proportions, to appear as it 
really is. 


III.—A fear seizes the mind, they “hid” themselves among the 
trees of the garden from the Divine Presence of Him whose laws 
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they had outraged. A blessed fear, in that it was a token of con- 
sciousness of wrong done. A beginning of a return to virtue. A 
sense of guilt, of having fallen, of being unworthy to meet God. 


IV.—“ The voice of God” walking in the garden. The call to 
Adam, the conviction of sin, the reproof of grace, the assertion by 
Jehovah of His sovereignty. The confession of Adam. ‘These 
are stages to be noted in the incident as guides to ourselves in our 
falls from grace and favor. The way back to peace with Him 
whose we are, and whom we have disobeyed, is by—z. Shame, or 
consciousness of having done wrongly. 2. Fear of the Holiness 
of God. 3. Confession of our folly. Punishment decreed by the 
Creator. Sin must be punished (a) to save the offender from 
future falls, (4) as a warning to others, (c) as a protection to the 
virtuous. Mercy remembered. A Saviour promised who should 
break the power of the hateful Serpent. A bright sunset to a dark 
and gloomy day. ‘This promise like the rainbow after the flood. 
(Gen. 1x. 16.) 


No. 72.—The Christian Doctrine of Sin. 
1S. John iii. 4. 


I.—Sin is zo¢ a universal conflict between opposite principles, 
nor is it the outcome of material things, e.g., the spirit being good 
and the body evil. There are not two kingdoms, two Gods, two 
great antagonisms, good and evil. ‘The soul is not a creation of 
the good principle, or a particle of it, embedded in a vile body of 
material evil, which is the seat of lusts and passions defiling the 
purity of the spirit. This is the principle of oriental asceticism— 
hence the remorseless persecution of the body—the denunciation 
of animal flesh, marriage, wine, etc., by the devotee of Eastern su- 
perstitions. Sin is not an essential part of nature, nor is it the 
product of natural forces like good and bad fruits of the earth. 


II.—Sin is not zatural. Christ makes it wanatural always and 
under all conditions. So Holy Scripture everywhere. The non- 
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Christian view locates sin always in the Jody. It is essential to the 
Christian creed to look for it, to find its seat and only source in 
the wz//. Sin is moral failure, refusal to endure, spiritual blind- 
ness, lawless self-assertion, passion, selfishness, but above all it is 
self-will, No one will deny man’s moral unsatisfactoriness. The 
fact of sin is granted by all, but not always rightly explained. 


III.—Christ says that sin in its essence is lawlessness. “Sin is 
lawlessness ”—no more, no less. The two terms are coincident. 
Gop made the world. He governs it. Sin is the misuse of that 
which God created for good purposes, it is the violation of the 
fixed rule set up by Him for the due government and “highest 
good” of His creation. 


IV.—A sinful man is not a man as God made him, with some 
new principle called “sin” introduced. He is simply the man as 
God made him, disordered by ignoring God, claiming independ- 
ence of God, by “lawlessness.” Sin lies not in “things,” but in 
our relation to “things.” Moral recovery means conversion of 
the will. The moral triumphs of the Church depend on this view. 
The justification of the theory lies in its success. The idea that 
sin is not nature, but lack of will, is shown to be correct by the 
victory which always follows action upon this theory. (See S. 
Matt. ix. 6, 29, Christ’s challenge to spiritually paralyzed.) A most 
practical doctrine. Goes home to will and conscience when it 
assures us that we make a fatal mistake if we allow ourselves to 
blame our moral constitutions for our fault. The secret of all sin 
is independence of God, withdrawal of loyalty to our Divine Head, 
violation of law. In Jesus Christ is perfect obedience, loyalty,— 
a personality which came into the world to do the will of the 
Father, to fulfill the God-given law of its creation. 


No. 73.—Followers of God. 
Eph. v. I-14. 


I.—Notice the tenderness of this address of the Apostle to his 
beloved Ephesians—the last and greatest of the epistles of the 
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First Imprisonment. The letter written to arm the Christians of 
Ephesus and of the other churches of Asia against the errors 
which were creeping into the body of believers in Colosse and 
elsewhere. The epistle shows the solicitude of the Apostle to 
protect his children in the Faith against danger. To protect from 
peril is as great a duty as to deliver out of peril. To keep a child 
from falling into the sea is as meritorious if less heroic than plung- 
ing into the boiling surf to rescue it, if it perchance should be in 
peril of drowning. The one act less ostentatious but just as im- 
portant as the other. This epistle is an instruction passing into 
prayer, a creed soaring into a song. 


II.—A bright page of Holy Writ. A gleam of sunshine across 
the pathway of “the pilgrim” on his way to (the Heavenly) 
Jerusalem. S. Paul uses all the resources of the art of tender 
persuasiveness in exhorting the Ephesian converts to “walk as 
children of the light.” (Note the cheerfulness of this description.) 
“We beseech you as walkers together with Him (that is, CHRIST), 
that ye receive not the grace of Gop in vain.” ‘“ We beseech you 
by the Lord JESUS,” most constraining of motives to the true 
believer. But further in the passage before us he is yet more 
earnest and tender, for he begins by reminding us of our velation- 
ship or kinship with Gop, and of all that the Saviour has done for 
us: “ Dear children,” “CHRIST hath loved us, and given Him- 
self for us,” “Ye were sometime darkness, but now are ye light 
in the Lord: walk as children of light.” 


I1I.—Words specially applicable to Christians in our own day. 
Love shown by that supreme test—Obedience. How do “dear 
children” show their affection for parents except by obedience? 
Not by talking about their love, or making formal protestations of 
attachment (The Creed), but by trying to fulfil the slightest wishes of 
the parent, to please him in all things, especially the smaller duties 
of childhood. Not by saying, “ Lord, Lord, but by doing His will.” 


IV.—“ Walk” in love, “walk” as children of the light; to 
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“walk” is to continue day by day. He has appointed our lot in 
life in which we are to serve Him; not in great deeds, but in the 
smallest services we should show our faithfulness and gratitude. 


No. 74.—Ensamples for our Admonition. 
I Cor, x. 11-13. 

I.—In all the incidents of Old Testament history we have 
“ensamples written for our admonition,” and in this passage of 
the First Epistle to the Corinthians we are taught what use to 
make of these ensamples. The Apostle tells us that these things 
were recorded in order to warn us—(i.) Against presumption ; (ii.) 
Against despair—two giants of evil which constantly threaten the 
spiritual life. Against presumption, “Let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall,” and against despair, “God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that you are 
able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it.” Let us, under the guidance of the 
Apostle, review some of the more prominent “ ensamples,” and see 
how far we have profited or are profiting by them. 


II.—Esau, the careless, profane sinner, looking only for present 
ease and gratification, and giving no thought to the future. Jacob, 
the type of one who is unable to see how anything can come right 
unless he has the management and advising of it. Rebecca, the 
dissembler who takes crooked paths to secure good. Dinah—the 
evil of unsteadiness, indifference to what company we find our- 
selves in, her brothers—revenge and perfidy. Shechem—un- 
bridled passion and covetousness, what an array of iniquity in a 
few pages of Scripture only, all written for our admonition ! 


III.—If we are not so bad as any of these, let us thank God, 
who has preserved us, but let our rejoicing be with trembling, let 
us take heed lest we fall. It is no part of our duty to accuse 
ourselves of sins we have not committed, but it zs part of our duty 
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to take example by the failings of others. Some of these saints 
and children of God; if they failed, so may we. 


IV.—They failed by giving way to their “besetting sin.” 
What is the sin that troubles us most of all? But we must take 
care not to be depressed by the falls of “ children of the covenant.” 
They would have been sustained if they had sought and relied 
upon God’s grace. It is sufficient for every trial. God is faithful. 
He will never forsake us. He will show us “a way to escape” 
from sin if we trust Him. 


No. 75.—Blessings on the Crown of His Head. 


Gen. xxxix. 21. 


I.—The secret of a “strong,” faithful life. “The Lord was 
with him.” Purity and Innocence give power even over evil men. 
In the Old Testament, saints of Gop, e¢.g., Jacob, David, and 
others, many blemishes. No record of evil or error found in the 
entire history of Joseph, who thus, as in other and more prominent 
particulars, is a remarkable type of “the Stone of Israel.” (See 
Gen. xlix. 24.) The favorite child of Jacob: sold by his brethren, 
falsely accused, temporarily buried, went into Egypt, saving and 
forgiving his brethren, the means of the salvation of his house 
and family,—CHRIST prefigured. 


II.—If we had only the perfect model—J ESUS CHRIST—tto 
copy, we might be inclined to despair and to say, “ Who can 
attain unto it,” ze, power over sin, and perfection of life and 
character. The saints of Gop placed in trying circumstances, 
alone, tried, maligned, despised, yet strong to resist and able to 
overcome. Why? Because “The Lord was with them.” 
Joseph, like ourselves, a mortal man, and the same “grace” that 
upheld him will uphold us when we tread in “the slippery places ” 
of the road of life. The saints of God, like ourselves, but faithful, 
trusting in the promises, not trying to walk alone, like children in 
the dark, always walking with one hand in their Father’s hand. 
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Piety not incompatible with mental apy and success in the 
affairs of the world. 


I1I.—Joseph always retained vivid sense of the presence of 
Gop. God to him was never absent. That thought his comfort 
and joy and strength in the hour of trial. He recalled to mind 
whose servant he was; and met the assailant of his virtue by the 
question, “ How can I do this great wickedness and sin against 
God?” Recollection—watchfulness—mistrust of self—a deep 
sense of the Personality of Gop—of His readiness to help—of the 
sweetness and joy of serving Him with reverence and godly fear 
—these are the safeguards of the Christian in Azs hour of trial. 


IV.—Joseph could not be tempted from his allegiance. So 
CHRIST. “It is written that thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God! Him only shalt thou serve.” (S. Matt. iv. 10.) By two 
means we may prevail: 1. Prayer in moment of conflict—“ Lord, 
help me.” 2. Remembrance of the victories of others—“ How 
can I do,” etc. “The Lord is with me.” The way of vigh¢ is 
the only way of pleasantness and peace. (Prov. iii. 17.) 


No. 76.—Things not Convenient. 
Eph. v. 4. 

I.—Things to avoid, to step aside from, if we would walk as 
“children of the light.” A sad, painful list of sins, some of them 
too shocking to mention almost in Christian families, and yet sins 
not unknown even in Christian times and in Christian communi- 
ties. Not “convenient”—not right, nor seemly, out of place 
altogether, contrary to our “calling.” A striking catalogue. We 
are ready to exclaim at first, “Surely all these things cannot be 
equally bad, and equally to be avoided. Surely the murderer or 
the adulterer is more dangerous to his fellow-creatures, more 
hardened in sin, more “a child of the devil,” less likely to turn 
and repent than he who transgresses with his tongue—the foolish 
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talker, or the jester. In onc respect, however, we must class these 
together. They are all transgressors of the laws of God, and so 
prove their want of love to Him: “ for this is the love of God, that 
we keep His commandments.” (1 S. John v. 3.) Neither of 
them are acting as “dear children.” One errs from hardness of 
heart, the other from mere thoughtlessness, but the test of true 
affection is the rendering of small services. 


II.—It may seem a very small matter to raise a false or scandal- 
ous report; to give way to a fit of anger; to listen to an improper 
story ; to provoke to wrath; and we may never think these things 
wrong, till we recall seriously the fact that He who said, “Thou 
shalt not commit adultery,” “Thou shalt not steal,” “Thou shalt 
not kill,” said also, “ Whosoever is angry,” “Judge not,” “Thou 
shalt not go up and down as a tale-bearer,” “ Let your communi- 
cation be Yea, yea, and Nay, nay.” (S. Matt. v. 37.) There are 
no “‘little sins.” Wrong is wrong—the wages of “sin” is death. 
Let us not be deceived or deceive with “vain words.” Let us 
not be betrayed in that fatal error of “classing” our sins. 


III.—Moses struck when he ought to have spoken. A slight 
fault. How was it regarded by Jehovah? (Numb. xx. 12.) 
Have we avoided these “little sins” of the tongue as well as the 
greater evils of the flesh? The wrath of God comes on “the 
children of disobedience.” Attack the enemy in detail. Attack 
the lesser “ faults.” 


IV.—David’s prayer, “O cleanse Thou me from my secret 
sins.” (Ps. xix. 12; xc. 8.) The secret things belong to God. 
(Deut. xxix. 29.) 


No. 77.—Gospel Bread. 
S. John vi. 14. 


I.—The Gospel declares the Divinity of CHRIST, that He 
was not only “that prophet,” but also “ Gop of Gods, and Very 
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God of very god, begotten, not made, being of one substance with 
the Father; by whom all things were made.” The doctrine, 
which the present Archbishop of Canterbury said not long ago, it 
would be the special mission of the great churches of the West 
in a bond of common union to defend ia the next generation. 
A glorious mission. May we so prepare our children by faithful 
teaching so that they may be ready, when the time arrives, to 
maintain in its fulness the “ Faith once delivered.” A dry-rot of 
Socinianism, of denial of the Divine Nature of CHRIST, a limita- 
tion of His glorious prerogatives, a whisper throwing doubt on 
the validity of His claims (‘I and my Father are one’’)—these 
signs of the coming peril are developing themselves in the churches 
of Western Christendom. 


II.—Signs of the taint within our own bodies. An attempt to 
explain away the supernatural in the life of Christ, a disparagement 
of the spiritual side of our religion, a substitution of “the letter 
which killeth” for “the spirit which giveth life’—can we not dis- 
cern the signs of the times? 


IlI.—The remedy—preaching the CHRIST, the God-Man, 
the Divine Son of our race. ‘The true nature of our blessed Lord 
on the basis of the three creeds. A resolution that no gem, as far 
as we can prevent it, by the loyal publication of the truth, shall be 
plucked from the diadem which now adorns “the head that once 
was crowned with thorns.” 


I1V.—Who died? Why did He die? See the heinousness of 
sin. The condescension of Gop. The miracles exhibit Christ as_ 
—1. Gop. 2. Man (fullof sympathy). 3. Open to every appeal 
for help. 4. Ready to relieve. He who could feed once, will 
feed us still with the Bread of Life—Himself. His nature will be 
imparted to us, is imparted to us by incorporation into Him in 
His body, which is His Church. His strength is ours. 


V.—lIn this story (text) we see—(z) Christ blessing small 
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means, a sermon, a service, a prayer, a sigh sufficient to bring 
down help and peace. (0) Things are not what they seem, the 
loaves and fishes seemingly so inadequate. (c) The ministry of 
men, the Bible, the Sacraments, Prayer,—simple in themselves, 
but adequate to feed souls because blessed and approved by Christ. 


No. 78.—Coals of Fire. 
Gen. xlv. 4, 5. 

I.—This chapter is one that comes home to every heart. It is 
so intensely human. It is scarcely possible for the most careless 
and hardened to listen to it with indifference. Little children 
have asked to be told it again and again, and gray-haired men 
will be moved to tears by the remembrance of it. The language, 
though simple, is so forcible that we can fancy we see the scene 
—the gorgeous residence of the mighty prince-regent, the Jewish 
premier, the glowing splendor of its appointments, the court- 
yard outside filled with soldiery, the servants stricken dumb by 
the extraordinary and sudden withdrawal of their august master. 
The secret interview with the foreigners in an inner chamber. The 
weeping prince, the hushed palace, “ the house of Pharaoh ” listen- 
ing to the pathetic cries of the great exile—alone in the midst of 
his magnificence and power. Why is this narrative so attractive ? 
Because of the spirit it displays—so uncommon, so divinely born. 


II.—“ Love is Heaven-born.” Having convinced himself that 
the repentance of his brethren was sincere by severe tests, Joseph 
no longer shows any sign of anger or resentment. ‘‘ Love seeketh 
not her own.” One single harsh word, one reservation, one taunt- 
ing expression, would have marred the beauty of the whole scene. 


III.—His forgiveness is complete. No coldness. No terms 
of submission, no pressing of his claims on their future respect. 
He begs the brethren not to blame themselves; shows how their 
evil deeds have been overruled for good; offers them a home in 
his country; and sends them to fetch their father, giving them 
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provision for the way. Not one reproach does he utter, not once 
does he allude to the agony of the past. His thought is, “How 
best can I assure my brethren of my forgiveness and prove my 
love towards them?” 


IV.—CHRIST thus has loved His brethren—has loved us— 
does love us. We have despised Him, outraged His laws, 
trampled under foot His precious blood, put Him to “open 
shame.” His sufferings were the result of our wrong-doing. To 
the thief He said, “Thou shalt be with me in Paradise.” (S. 
Luke xxiii. 43.) Love shown to murderers. (S. Luke xxiii. 34.) 
To all enemies. (S. Luke vi. 35.) He calls us to dwell with 
Him. (S. John xiv. 2.) The good of the land is ours, He bids 
us remember. (S. Matt. vi. 20.) 


No. 79.—A Fatal Choice. 
Gen. xix. 13. 

I.—The certain punishment of sin, either here or hereafter, 
taught (2) by experience; (4) by the Word of God. “The way 
of the transgressor is hard.” (Prov. xili. 15.) Sin brings its own 
punishment. The faults of good men not allowed to go unno- 
ticed by an all-wise Creator, who is also the Father of His people. 
Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Peter. Every development of 
the spirit of sin “ which is lawlessness,” or disobedience to the rule 
of the Supreme Head of the Universe, is met with its own chas- 
tisement. The “lusts” of Esau, the “deceits” of Jacob, the 
obstinacy of Pharaoh, the petulance of Moses, the worldly-minded- 
ness of Lot—all are visited with the punishment meet for such 
offences. Justice demands that wrong-doing shall be requited for 
the protection of the virtuous and the proper restraint of the evil 
principle. The awful story of Sodom’s guilt and fearful over- 
throw. 


II.—The choice of Lot—the land was well watered, full of 
streams and verdant pastures, promising a rich return to Lot and 
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prosperity to him and his family. The plain of the Jordan was 
for fruitfulness even “as the garden of the Lord”—the tradition 
ot the glories of which still linger among the chosen family and the 
nations of the East. But fair as was the land, “the men,” the 
inhabitants, were wicked, and sinners before the Lord exceedingly 
—doing evil with “both hands” greedily. 


III.—An open defiance of the law of conscience as well as the 
Divine Law of Jehovah. Lot only thought of the worldy advan- 
tages of the place—he forgot the spiritual side of the question; 
the great question of questions never occurred to him, “ What 
shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul?” ‘The disaster that overwhelmed him and his. 


IV.—In choice of professions, places for our children, locations 
for ourselves, do we ask, “Is this profitable for his or her or my 
spiritual life?” The questions asked are, “ Are the returns good? 
Is the climate healthy? Are the people I have to associate with 
pleasant?” Lot’s flocks were flourishing, his herds were healthy, 
but he came near losing his soul. His family perished, with two 
unworthy exceptions. His possessions were destroyed, and he 
left Sodom, with his life only given him “fora prey.” (See Jer. 
xxl. g; xlv. 5.) “Seek ye first the Kingdom of Gop and His 
righteousness.” (S. Matt. vi. 33.) 


No. 80.—Now. 
2 Cor. vi. I, 2. 
I.—Great influence of single words upon the world and upon 
individuals. Memories cling around them, they arouse feelings of 
enthusiasm or call forth remembrances of disaster and disgrace. 
“The cross” to the Roman of old was terribly suggestive—shame, 
ignominy, torture, despair. The word Messiah to the Jew—hope, 
power, honor, peace. ‘‘ Now” a word of importance to Christian 
people. It was a favorite word with S. Paul, emphatic—twice 


NOW. “IOr 


repeated in these verses. “To-morrow,” the slothful man toils and 
the fool repents. “To-day” and “ Now” the wise man acts and 
begins what has to be done. No time like the present for taking 
up the cause of God—for waging the strife against evil to which 
long ago we were pledged. (Sce Baptismal Service.) “ Now” is 
the time in which our services will be accepted. - ‘“ Now” is the 
day in which we may work out our own salvation with faith and 
confidence in the assisting grace of the Divine Son. 


II.—Delay the friend of the enemy, the foe of the righteous 
and of righteousness. ‘Go thy way for this time: when I have 
a convenient season, I will call for thee” (Acts xxiv. 25), the 
plaint of the worldling, the spiritually slothful, the soldier who 
loves the peace and safety of his tent rather than the peril and 
struggle of the battle-field. The post of danger is the post of 
honor. Promptness a Christian virtue, as procrastination is a 
blighting, weakening, but alas! too common vice. 


I1I.—Men wait for “a more convenient season.” They do 
not dare to say so in words, but in the face of the fleeting away of 
the years, of the uncertainty of life, and of the increased difficulty 
in acting decisively which delay always creates, they go on imagin- 
ing that it will be much easier to pray or to give up sin, or to 
examine themselves whether they be in the faith, or to come to 
God’s Holy House and Sacred Feast punctually and regularly, 
than it is just at present. The watchword of Satan is “Then”; 
the watchword of the Church is “ Now.” “To-morrow,” cries 
the world; “To-day,” cries the Bride of the Lamb. The longer 
we indulge ourselves in this practice of delay, the harder will be 
the work when once it is begun, if ever itis begun. (Ps. cxix. 67; 
S. Luke xiv. 17; Gal. ii. 20.) 


IV.—Pray for Spirit of Readiness. (1 Sam. iii. 4.) Promptitude 
in duty. Let us take “ Now” for our watchword in all spiritual 
undertakings. 
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No. 81.—Called unto Holiness. 
I Thess. iv. 7. 


I.—The call of Gon is to “ sanctification,” “ holiness,” unworld- 
liness, heavenly-mindedness. The duty of Christians to have this 
high calling of theirs constantly in mind. S. Paul admonishes 
the churches under his jurisdiction continually of this solemn fact. 
Christianity is Holiness—dedication of self to the Lord—not a 
profession of a certain creed or an outward conformity to certain 
Church traditions or canons or rubrics or regulations—all these 
are “helps” to holiness, and are necessary in every well-organized 
church, but they are zot “Holiness.” ‘‘ Having therefore these 
promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of Gop.” (2 Cor. 
vii. 1.) Holiness is preceded by a “cleansing” of the flesh and 
the spirit. “ Put on the new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness.” (Eph. iv. 24.) Holiness is the 
result of putting on “the new man.” “‘ Follow peace with all men 
and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.” (Heb. 
xii. 14.) “‘ Holiness” necessary in order to “see God.” 


II.—The importance of “ Holiness” urged in detail as well as 
in general terms. See duties of parents, husbands, wives, children, 
masters, servants. (Col. iii. 18-25; iv. 1.) The good tree must 
be known by good fruit. Few fruits attain perfection, even if of 
good stock, without care, training, watchfulness ; hence the earnest 
reminder of the Holy Spirit which had been given, and of the 
solemn fact that they, his converts, had been called of God to “ holi- 
ness.” Hence the exhortations to “press forward,” “to grow,” 
“to be strengthened.” Progress and development the law of life. 


III.—Let us examine ourselves as to the discharge of our Chris- 
tian duties, whatever our position in the world; the Law of God 
reaches to the innermost thoughts of the heart, and its intentions 
also—therefore, to be outwardly free from crime is no proof that 
we are “ Holy and pure and good.” 
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IV.—tThe indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the secret source of 
“Holiness” in us. If He withdraws His gracious influence, vain 
will be our attempts to please God or to do His will. Let S. Paul’s 
standard be ours, and the “line” by which we intend to examine 
ourselves at all times. 


No. 82.—The Song of Moses and the Lamb. 
Rey. xv. 3. 

I.—Moses was a type of CHRIST. He himself tells us so in 
the xviii. chapter of Deuteronomy, v. 15, which passage is quoted 
by S. Peter and S. Stephen as referring directly to CHRIST. 
(Acts ill. 22; vii. 37.) The ancient Israel a type of the Church. 
The condition of Israel in Egypt corresponded with that of the 
world at large after the fall of Adam: both were in bondage under 
a hard taskmaster; both totally unable to deliver themselves; 
both seen and pitied of God; how diferent the manner in which 
the work of deliverance was undertaken in the two cases. (Com- 
pare Heb. x. 7 with Ex. iv. 13.) The joy and readiness of Mes- 
siah—the fear and reluctance of Moses. In the one we notice the 
authority and power and confidence of the Creator; in the other, 
the trembling doubts of the creature. 


II.—Impossible exactly to find a faithful type in each particular 
of CHRIST. Who can portray the sun, or give any idea of the 
glory of its radiance? 


III.—In the prophecy of Moses he marks his own sense of in- 
feriority. But in the signal deliverance of Israel in the passage of 
the Red Sea, in the overthrow of Pharaoh and his host, in the 
triumphal song of joy and gratitude which the ransomed hosts sang 
upon the still wet sands of the Red Sea shore (Ex. xiv. and xv.), 
we have in type a faithful portrayal of the great deliverance 
effected by CHRIST on behalf of the new Israel. 


IV.—‘“ The Song of Moses and the Lamb” is—1. A song of 
victory. .2. A song of confidence and faith. 3. A celebration 
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of the majesty and truthfulness of Jehovah. The “Song of the 
Redeemed” described as the Song of Moses and the Lamb be- 
cause it celebrates—1. Victory. 2. The defeat of the enemy, the 
rescue of the people of God. 3. The faithfulness of God and the 
fulfilment of the promises. The final triumph of the Church is 
promised; her victory over all enemies declared to be certain; 
“the gates of Hell shall not prevail against her,” “No weapon 
formed against her shall prosper.” (Is. liv. 17; xxxv. 10.) The 
Song shall be sung in the day of CHRIST’S triumph. Shall we 
be among those who, having “ overcome,” shall take part in that 
joyous anthem ? 


No. 83.—The Moral Leper. 


Titus i. 15, 16. 


I.—The Christian scheme not formal system of moral or meta- 
physical philosophy, not sent by its author to lead mankind to any 
speculative or scientific truth, or to draw out, in a formal array, the 
active and moral powers of man. Deeply interesting inquiries 
and profitable, but not primary object of Scripture. But we have 
scattered hints of deepest interest on these very subjects; words 
that speak, perhaps, only to the thoughtful and wise; words that 
convince us that He who spoke them was of a truth man’s Maker, 
for that He knew what was in man. (S. John ii. 25.) 


II.—One subject of very first importance touching the moral 
and intellecual powers, viz.: the effect of the moral condition on the 
intellect, Many hints and suggestions on this topic in Holy 
Scripture. (Text.) Theme one of fearful import. The Spirit of 
God depicts the effects of sensuality on the whole frame of man, 
moral and intellectual; on the whole course, plan, purpose of his 
life below; a representation so awful, so profound, that it is almost 
a perfect treatise on Ethics, and conveys to all who listen to it the 
most awful and alarming warnings. 


III.—The lesson of the Apostle of universal application—that 
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sin is not only “ exceeding sinful,” that “it is enmity with God,” 
but that sensual sin is the utter destruction of the whole frame of 
man. The poison steals on, the whole life is debased, affections 
and understanding, the conscience perverted, understanding dark- 
ened, no fruit to holiness—all blasted, withered, ‘“‘scent and beauty 
both are gone,” the full draught of the cup to be drained in an 
eternity of remorse. 


IV.—To the defiled “nothing is pure.” A fearful truth, bring- 
ing its own peculiar misery—discontent, disquiet, no delights in 
pure company, holy conversation, the joys of home, “dull and 
tasteless ’’—delights in evil, the low, the ridiculous, the hateful, 
the loathsome, ‘‘mind and conscience defiled.” Mind—cannot 
appreciate the lovely, the fair, the excellent; cannot discern or 
appreciate that which is lofty or beautiful or harmonious. Under- 
standing—crippled, cannot apply itself to rest on or study truth. 
Sensuality wastes and enfeebles the mental powers themselves— 
clouds the reason—debases the integrity of the mind, produces 
languor and depression, the sum of human misery. The just judg- 
ment of God on immoral habits. Conscience defiled; Evil— 
good; Good—evil; bitter for sweet, sweet for bitter. Habits of 
sin paralyze the conscience. Gopisdenied. “The pure in heart” 
only “shall see and know Gop.” 


No. 84.—No Faith—No Life. 
Heb. xi. 6. 

I.—It is not enough to renounce evil and do good; we must 
know and believe the truth, we must have right thoughts of Gop, 
of what He is and what He has done for us, and of our relation 
to Him. In the end it wilk be found that good morals are inti- 
mately connected with and are the fruits of a sound faith. Vague, 
indefinite ideas of religious truth are the result of spiritual in- 
dolence, or the result of a neglected education in holy things. The 
man who boasts of his indefinite or hazy opinions with regard to 
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the deposit of sacred truth, brought to light by CHRIST JESUS, 
is deceiving himself, and committing a grave error of conduct for 
which he will be held responsible. 


II.—We are urged constantly by Holy Scripture and the ex- 
ample of the saints of God to be diligent in the study of all that 
bears upon the life of the soul. In our second baptismal promise 
we professed to believe a// the Articles of the Christian Faith 
as they are set forth in the Creed of the Church. (“‘Article,” @ 
little joint; in the Creed we notice several small joints, various, 
distinct, yet connected propositions or clauses.) Study these 
one by one—do we grasp the distinctive point of each clause suf- 
ficiently ? 


III.—“ Faith,” without which it is impossible to please Gop, 
necessitates a Creed, and dogmas,—something to believe. The 
“Christian Faith” is a definite set of Truths clearly stated and 
authoritatively supported by Revelation, Conscience, the Voice of 
Nature. “To believe” is to be convinced of the truth of what we 
know through the testimony of others. “ Faith is the substance 
(marg. ground or confidence) of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen; ” it is “the eyes of the soul,” making present the 
things to come, making us conscious of the great things about us. 
To believe as a Christian is to be persuaded of the truth of the 
revelation made to us in and through CHRIST—“ The Faith 
once delivered”—never changing—the final message of God to 
man. 


IV.—But “ Faith” not only consents, it acts. It is not a bar- 
ren persuasion of the mind. It brings forth fruit in deed, it influ- 
ences the conduct. (Gal. v.6; Heb. xi.) Faith not leading to 
action is dead. (5S. Jamesii.17.) We believe the Christian Faith 
in so far only as we allow our Creed to influence our heart and 
manner of life. “The Faith” to be confessed. (Rom. x. 9, 10.) 
Importance of a “right faith.” (1 Tim. vi. 20; 2 Tim. i. 13, 14; 
ii. 16.) 
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No. 85.—“Amen.” 
S. Matt. vi. 13. 

I.—“ Amen” a Hebrew word signifying “we or truth. It is 
used in the Old Testament as a solemn asseveration of the truth of 
what has been said, or, in the case of a prayer, of assent to the 
request contained in it. (Deut. xxvii. 15; Neh. v. 13; viii. 6; 1 
Chron. xvi. 36; 1 Kings 1. 363° Ps. xii, 13; Ixxii, 19; lxxxix. 52; 
cvi. 48; Jer. xi. 5.) Hence the custom of concluding prayers 
with “ Amen” passed into the Christian Church. (1 Cor. xiv. 16; 
Btn 1%. 5) x1. 305° XV, 335 XVI. 27.; 2 Cor, xiit.:14.)° One may 
say this is almost the only form of worship prescribed in the New 
Testament. 


II.—In Holy Scripture the word is frequently used by our Lord 
to gain the attention of His hearers, and get credit with them. 
“Verily I say unto you,” “Verily, verily I say unto you,” and 
signifies here “ Indeed, of a truth or truly I speak.” In the Old 
Testament we have the word used also by way of desire or wish. 
(Jer. xxviii. 6.) The original and root meaning of the word 
therefore is—Truth: but it is used also by way of affirmation or 
desire, in which senses it is chiefly used in the services of the 
Church. At the end of a Creed, “So it is”; at the end ofa 
prayer, “So let it be.” 


III.—The promises of Gop are, “ Yea and amen” (2 Cor. i. 20), 
because they are firm and sure in CHRIST. “Amen” at the 
close of each prayer is an expression of our desire; the matter of 
the prayer being the object of our affections, the Amen betokens 
our wish for the success of it. At the end of the Lord’s Prayer, 
Amen is also an amen of hope, as well as of desire, signifying not 
only “So be it,” but also “So we believe it will be unto us.” 


IV.—The frequent use of this word in our devotions, private 
and public, suggests—1. Truthfulness. 2. Affirmation or acquies- 
cence in the Fundamental Doctrines of the Faith. 3. Desire that 
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what we have prayed for may be truly granted to us as a body, 
and also as individuals. Its repetition is a constant witness to 
the Truthfulness of CHRIST, who is “Amen.” (Rev. ili. 14.) 
Rightly to say, “Amen,” we must follow the devotions offered in 
spirit as well as with the ear. To say “Amen” from habit or 
thoughtlessly is to be guilty of offering “vain repetitions.” Shall 
we say “Amen” to we know not what? Our “Amen” should 
witness the force of our faith and the ardency of our affections. 


No. 86.—Our Father. 
S. Matt. vi. 9. 

I.—The Lord’s Prayer not only a form of devotion, and a 
model to frame our prayers by, but a body of Christian doctrine. 
This fact often overlooked. This prayer given for the exercise of 
our private devotion (ver. 6) when we have entered into our closet 
and shut the door, yet we are directed to address Gop as “Our 
Father,” thereby teaching us—1. That God’s goodness extends to 
all His creatures. 2. That we are to behave to all mankind as our 
brethren. 3. To rejoice that we and they are all children of the 
Most High. (S. Luke x. 20.) No prayer, however private, to 
be selfish. (Ps. cxxxiil. 1.) We thus become partakers in the 
prayers of all. We maintain in the most sacred exercise of our 
lives the paramount idea of the Family of Gop, the “one body” 
in CHRIST JESUS, that love of the brotherhood which is the 
true test of discipleship. 


II.—In Heaven. The sacred pavilion where His Divine 
Presence is. The seat of purity. Prayers sent there must be 
offered with a pure intention—ciean hands and a clean heart— 
without which no sacrifice is acceptable to Him. Heaven is 
the place of reverence. Our Father is in Heaven, enthroned in 
inexpressible glory and majesty. Father is a relation that speaks 
of love and tenderness. We dare to speak to Him because of 
His love. But He is in Heaven, therefore we must approach 
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Him with reverence because of His majesty. (Eccl. v. 2.) 
“Whe am I that I should take upon me to speak unto the Lord, 
whe am but dust and ashes.” (Gen. xviii. 27.) 


III.—Attention is enjoined. Heart and tongue must speak the 
same language. Recollection of mind. We must seek to be 
inspired with Love, Gratitude, and Obedience in approaching 
“Our Father,” with Fervent Devotion because He is in Heaven, 
the seat of authority, power, and honor. We are taught in these 
words not only what to expect from God, but what He expects 
from us. 


IV.—“ Father ”—the most affecting attribute of the Divine 
Creator and Preserver of the Universe. This name unknown to 
the saints of the Old Dispensation, unknown to the heathen, who 
fear but never love, who know something of the greatness and 

-majesty of Gop, but are ignorant of His sympathy, His tenderness, 
His unfailing compassion for mankind. ‘Sons of Gop,” our 
name which we may use of ourselves. (Gal. iv. 5; Rom. vill. 17.) 
This high dignity entails upon us the duty of regarding all men as 
our “brethren,” members of the same family, using the same 
prayer. 


No. 87.—Hallowed be Thy Name. 
S. Matt. vi. 9. 


I.—By zame, in Scripture language, is meant the person him- 
elf. Names among Jews prophetically expressive of the condi- 
tion or conduct of the persons they were given to: “Therefore his 
name shall be called—therefore thou shalt call his name.” Right 
to follow this method with relation to God, because nothing is 
perfectly known of His incomprehensible being but His /Vame. 
The Jews called God—The Name, by way of eminence, and they 
denoted His independency, His majesty, His power, His purity, 
by different names expressive of these characteristics. (See Ex. 
iii. 14; Ps. cxlviii. 13; Jer. x. 16; Ps. xcix. 3, etc.) By name 
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then is meant God Himself as it is used in Psalm xx. 1. The 
Name of the God of Jacob defend thee; also many other places 
in Holy Scripture. 


II.— Zo hallow—to sanctify, to esteem, to hold sacred, to praise 
and gorify Him whose name we use. To praise, worship, and 
glorify Gop in heart and life, then, is the sense of this petition. 
In thought—we must apprehend Him to be an all-perfect being, 
infinite in wisdom, goodness, power, justice, and holiness. We 
must take in all His glorious attributes; to omit one is to depre- 
ciate all. In word we honor God when we give Him thanks and 
praise, when we say “ Hallelujah; salvation and glory and honor 
and power unto the Lord our God.” (Rev. xix. 1.) This the 
Scripture calls honoring God with our lips; and this God accepts 
as anhonor. (See Ps. 1. 23.) 


III.—In deed we honor God by a life ordered in conformity 
with His will—a life of virtue—governed by His laws. No act 
of devotion complete without an awful sense of the Divine per- 
fections. This petition, by its place in the prayer, teaches us that 
God’s glory must be first in our minds, that we must desire nothing 
before the honor and praise of His Name, preferring that to all 
our own private wishes and needs. 


IV.—To honor the Name of Gop is to promote the joy and 
happiness of the world. Virtue is productive of peace, public and 
private. Justice, charity, temperance are the fruits of virtue. 
Let us pray that the whole earth may be brought to reverence 
Him whose name is worthy of all honor. Reverence God’s Word 
—His House—His Ministers. The profane use of the Holy 
Name to be avoided. (Ex. xx. 7.) The profanity of the day a 
painful feature. The Christian should set his face against this, or 
the prayer he so frequently offers becomes “a vain petition.” 
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No. 88.—The Great Mystery. 
Eph. v. 32. 

I.—The Apostle is writing of the duties of wives and husbands 
and of their mutual relations. The dignity of Christian marriage 
is his theme. The whole passage, from ver. 22 to 33, one of 
especial beauty and importance. The tendency of our times is 
directly adverse to the apostolic view of the nuptial bond and its 
responsibilities. Marriage a Divine Institution. (Gen. ii. 18.) 
Honorable. (Ps. cxxvili; Heb. xiii. 4.) Treated of by Christ. 
(S. Matt. xix; S. Mark x.) Its duties. (S. Matt. xix. 4; Rom. 
vil. 2; 1 Cor. vil. 4, 10, 11; Eph.v. 31.) First miracle at Cana. 
(S. John ii.) 


II.—Marriage a Holy Estate, with its own particular blessing 
attached to it. From the record of the original institution (Gen. 
ii.), we see how close and sacred was the union divinely cemented 
between the contracting parties: “‘ Therefore shall a man leave his 
father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife, and they 
twain shall be ove flesh.” ‘Wherefore they are no more,” in the 
words of CHRIST, “twain, but one flesh. What therefore Gop 
hath joined together, let not man put asunder.” (S. Matt. xix. 6.) 
Holy matrimony bestows the grace on those who enter into the 
married state, to enable them to discharge all the duties required 
of them; to enable them to live together in union, peace, and 
love; to ennoble and purify natural affection, to correct the incon- 
stancy of the human heart, to give grace to discharge well the 
important duty of training children in the fear and love of Gop. 
Innocence and purity necessary in married life. 


III.—Prudence, purity of intention, prayer, unity of sentiment 
in religious matters, a careful study of the duties and obligations 
of the married state—are among the necessary means of prepara- 
tion for a godly marriage. 


IV.—Christ sanctified the estate of Holy Matrimony and exalted 
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it to a high and holy dignity by making it the type of His own 
indissoluble union with His Bride, the Church. (Text.) This 
teaches us clearly that no divorce, save by death, was originally 
contemplated in the Divine mind; and the words of Christ incon- 
testably prove this. (S. Matt. xix.6.) The foundation stone of 
the Family Life. The only security for the Christian education of 
children. The great defence of society, and the source of lasting 
prosperity and strength to the State. 


No. 89.—The Only Begotten of the Father. 
S. John i. 1, 14. 


I.—All controversies of our time concentrate themselves more 
and more around the person of CHRIST. The storms and tem- 
pests beat upon the immovable Rock. What think ye of Christ? 
a test question in that the answer to it rules and determines our 
answer to every other religious question. Not a fact that speaks 
badly in any way for the present condition of the strife between 
Faith and Unbelief. But here is the point where victory is to be 
seized and defeat averted. The true key to the position where 
everything worth fighting for is to be won or lost. The witness 
of S. John to the person of CHRIST. The “Sonship” of the 
Messiah the theme of this matchless prologue to the Gospel. 
“The only-begotten of the Father.” 


II.—An important question, precious and dear to us as the 
doctrines of grace, for which Augustine struggled, and the apos- 
tles died, and holy martyrs perished. “Theology,” that is, the 
dogmas of our religion which have to do with God Himself, with 
the ever-blessed Trinity, or with the Son in His Divine nature, 
teaches us that in the nature of God, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, all the forces of our religion lay. 


I1I.—We need to know not only how man must look up to 
God, but how God looks down upon man. Not sentiment, but 
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“knowledge,” is the root of true theological teaching. It tells us 
what God has declared of Himself in fixed and carefully expressed 
terms. It was not for nothing that this first chapter of S. John’s 
Gospel and the first chapter of the Epistle to the Colossians were 
written. We must learn to connect our Lord’s manifestation in 
the flesh with that which preceded it, His eternal generation, the 
glory which He had with the Father before the world was, the 
creation of all worlds by Him, and above all, of man, not merely 
by Him, but zz Him, and for Him, and “# Him; and this is so 
perfect a way that had there been no Fall, an Incarnation, a com- 
ing forth on His part, as at once the root and perfect flower of 
our nature, would probably not the less have taken place. 


IV.—The Incarnation of the Eternal Word was no make-shift 
to meet an emergent need—a need which might never have 
occurred. Not a mere result of Fate. The Incarnation not a 
merely arbitrary event. “The fulness of grace and truth”—a 
rebuke of the worship of mere force. The Incarnation delivers 
us from false standards of greatness. The new Gospel, ‘ Man is 
Gop”; the old Gospel, “ Gop is Man,” the only true Gospel. 


No. 90.—Faith Elevates the Intellect. 


S. John xiv. 22, 23. 


I.—It is denied by many that Faith elevates the intellectual 
and moral nature. Some have taught that to “believe” degrades 
the mental powers, and destroys the true manliness of man. Let 
us consider the promises of Christ—the way by which these prom- 
ises are to be realized. (Text.) They are made to those alone 
who /ove CHRIST and keep His Words. “If aman love Me, 
he will keep My words ”—the two needful parts of a Christian life 
set before us in these words. They warn us against two of the 
great rocks on which the Christian is too apt to make shipwreck. 
They lead the thoughts at once to the heart within and the hand 
without. They speak then of the seed—Love; of the fruit— 
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Holiness. To have the promises we must have love for Christ, 
and show it. We act as we feel. 


II.—The promises of CHRIST something of which the world 
will take no note, and upon which it will not have the means of 
passing judgment. The Divine Father and the Eternal Son will 
come unto him, that is, the believer, and make their abode with 
him. This is the unspeakable reward of Faith. At once the 
mind is elevated, the range of the intellect is widened, its faculties 
are purified. He, that is, the faithful one, throws off self, he 
ceases to think his own thoughts, he seeks not his own glory. 
The universe, being God’s, opens to him an endless store of bless- 
ing and innocent enjoyment. He turns with delight even “to the 
humble growth of mother earth: her tears, and mirth, her hum- 
blest mirth and tears.’—WorpsworTH. Nature is beauty to the 
eye, music to the ear, because it is God’s handiwork. “All bright 
things of earth and air’ are known to the heart when once the 
dull cloud raised by sin is taken away. Science has told us that 
there are some sounds in the world of sense which some ears are 
too heavy to hear. So the dull, cold ear of sin cannot hear the 
music of nature. ; 


III.—The charms of art, the converse of man, the delights of 
science, the endearments of affection, the delights of kinship, only 
enjoyed at their best by the chastened, refined, exalted taste of the 
Christian mind, which also can taste freely of the calm pleasures 
of reason or the warm enticements of the imagination held in 
check by conscience. The Spirit of God helps man to get true 
knowledge. It restores to the intellect its natural clearness. It 
improves the quality of the understanding. 


No. 91.—Thy Kingdom Come. 


S. Matt. vi. 10. 


I—The Kingdom of Gop—the universal dominion of God 
over all created things. (i.) The Kingdom of Grace. (ii.) The 
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Kingdom of Glory. Scripture speaks of the state of things 
which will follow the present dispensation, when all CHRIST’S 
enemies shall be destroyed, and forever swept away, as the coming 
of Christ’s Kingdom. (Rev. xi. 15; xii. 10.) When we pray, 
therefore, for the coming of Christ’s Kingdom, we pray for the 
close of this present dispensation, and the end of all things. In 
this petition we pray for an acknowledgment by all men of the 
sovereignty of God, and also for the Second Advent of our King. 
As a means to the realization of these aspirations we pray for the 
development and progress of the Kingdom of Grace—the Church 
of Christ—on earth. (S. Matt. xxiv. 14.) 


IJ.—Christ at His coming in the flesh, brought light to illumi- 
nate our minds and righteousness to rectify our will. He brought 
also life, and conquered the powers of death. (1 Cor. xv. 54.) 
Thus Christ, who came to destroy the works of the devil (1 S. 
John iii. 8), has made out of the kingdom of darkness, sin, and death 
a kingdom of life and light and righteousness. And this kingdom 
He conquered to Himself by His example and precepts, His death 
and resurrection, all of which are set before us as in His Gospel, 
which is therefore called the Gosfel of the Kingdom. (S. Matt. 
xxiv. 14.) This kingdom has laws—it has come nigh to us all. 
(S. Luke x. 9.) This Kingdom of Grace is the Christian Church, 
the family of God dispersed throughout the world. 


III.—The Kingdom of Grace depended on CHRIST'S first 
coming: the Kingdom of Glory depends upon His Second Advent 
—the day of the manifestation of His righteous judgment, when 
all His faithful subjects shall be finally delivered from all their 
enemies, and from their last enemy—Death; when the number of 
His elect shall be accomplished; when the glory of His Kingdom 
and the mightiness of His power shall be made known unto all 
men; when sin and death shall be no more, and when the blessed 
shall inherit “the Kingdom prepared from the beginning of the 
world.” (S. Matt. xxv. 34.) 
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IV.—Kingdom of Grace not yet “come” in extent, the Gospel 
to reach the ends of the world, our own obedience not yet perfect. 
We must make our calling and election sure. (2 Pet. i. 10, 11; 
iii. 11, 12.) Do we sincerely desire “the Day of the Lord,” for 
which we also pray? (Amos vy. 18.) Let CHRIST’S power be 
established in our own hearts. Let us acknowledge Him and serve 
Him faithfully as our King by living soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world; so will our lives support this petition 
which is daily on our lips. 
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No. 92.—Advent. 


I.—Zife. An hand-breadth. (Ps. xxxix. 5.) A pilgrimage. 
(x S. Peter ii. rr.) Gift of Gop. (Gen. ii. 7.) Vanity. (Job 
vii. 3.) Asashepherd’s tent. (Is, xxxviii. 12.) 


IIl.—Death. The consequence of Adam’s sin. (Gen. iii. 19.) 
Universal. (Heb. ix. 27.) Vanquished by CHRIST. (Rev. i. 
18.) Unknown in Heaven. (Rev. xxi. 4.) 


IIl.—Heaven. Dwelling place of Gop. (Rey. iv.) Happi- 
ness of. (Ps. xvi. 11.) Who enter. (Rom. viii. 17). Who do 
not enter. ( Rev. xxi. 8.) 


IV.—Hell, Place of torment. (Rev. xiv. 10.) For whom 
reserved. (Ps. ix. 17.) 


V.—Judgment, the Last. Cautions respecting. (Eccl. xi. 9.) 
Foretold. (Heb. ix. 27.) Described. (Dan. vii. 9.) Hope of 
Christians respecting. (Rom. viii. 33.) Sufferings according to 
degrees of guilt. (S. Luke xii. 47, 48.) The eternity of the pun- 
ishment asserted. (Dan. xii. 2.) 


VI.—The Last Judgment. Sudden. (S. Matt. xxiv. 44.) An 
exposure of truth. (S. Luke xvii. 24; 1 Cor.iv.5.) Severs good 
from evil. (Rom. viii. 33; S. Matt. xii.) The Judge a human 
judge. (S. John v. 22, 27.) Closes our vista. (1 Cor. xv. 24— 
28.) Complete victory of Good. (Rev. vii. 12.) 


VII.—TZhe Comings of our Lord. 1, In the Sacraments. 2. In 
His Word. 3. At death. To the Church in great events, ¢.g., 
The fall of Jerusalem. 2. The conversion of Constantine. 3. 
The Reformation. 
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VIII.—Unbelief. Causes of. (S. John v. 44; 2 Cor. iv. 4.) 
Consequences of. (S. Matt. xxiv. 11, 12.) Danger of. (S. 
Mark xvi. 16.) Instances of. (S. Matt. xiii. 57.) 


IX.—Zime. To be improved. (S. Matt. v. 25.) To end. 
(Rev. x. 6.) For all things. (Eccles. iii.) 


X.—AHoly Scripture. Given by inspiration. (2 Tim. iii. 16.) 
Their use. (Ps. xix. 7, 8; Rom. xv. 4.) Danger of rejecting. 
(John xii. 48.) Designed for universal use. (Rom. xv. 4.) To 
be preserved entire. (Rev. xxii. 18, 19.) To be frequently med- 
itated upon. (S. John v. 39.) 


XI.—Riches. Their vanity and uncertainty. (S. Matt. vi. 19.) 
Dangers of. (S. James ii. 6, 7.) Fate of ill-gotten. (Job xx. 15.) 
To be acquired by honest labor. (Prov. x. 4.) If well used, a 
blessing. (S. Luke xvi. 9.) The day of those who possess them. 
(S. James i. 10.) What are true riches? (S. Luke xii. 33.) 


XII.—/Man. His primeval dignity. (Gen. i. 26, 27.) His 
fall. (Gen. iii. 17.) Universal corruption of his nature. (Job 
xix. 4.) His mortality. (Job vii.1o.) The great business of his 
life. (S. Mark viii. 36.) His dignity restored by CHRIST. 
(Eph, v. 25-27.) 


XIII.—Gop. Long-suffering. (Numb. xiv. 18.) Righteous, 
(Ezra ix. 15.) Just. (Deut. xxxii.4.) Jealous. (Josh. xxiv. 19.) 
Great. (2 Chron. ii. 5.) Upright. (Ps. xxv. 8.) Perfect. (S. 
Matt. v. 48.) Uncorruptible. (Rom. i. 23.) 


XIV.—Ais Law, Absolute and perpetual. (S. Matt. v. 18.) 
Given to Adam. (Gen. ii. 16, 17, with Rom. v. 12-14.) To 
Noah. (Gen. ix. 6.) To the Israelites. (Ex. xx. 2; Ps. Ixxviii. 
5.) Through Moses. (S. John vii. 19.) Described as perfect. 
(Rom. xii. 2.) Exceeding broad. (Ps. cix. 96.) Truth. (Ps. 
cxix. 142.) Holy, Just, Good. (Rom. vii. 12.) Spiritual. (Rom. 
vii. 14.) Conscience testifies to. (Rom. ii. 15.) All have trans- 
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gressed. (Rom. iii. 9, 10.) Love the fulfilling of. (Gal. v. 14.) 
Designed to lead to CHIRST. (Gal. iii. 24.) The wicked for- 
sake, (Jer. ix. 13.) Js the rule of the judgment. (Rom. ii. 12.) 
Is the rule of the life of saints. (Gal. v. 13, 14.) 


XV.—The dread judgments upon Cain. (Gen. iv. 11.) Ham. 
(Gen, 1." 28.) | Lot's, wife. (Gen, xix. 26.) Esau... (Heb. xii. 
16,17.) Saul. (1 Sam. xv. 26.) Absalom. (2 Sam. xviii. 14.) 
The sons of Eli. (1 Sam. ii. 12,22; iv. 11.) Gehazi. (2 Kings 
v.20.) David. (2 Sam. xii; Ps. li.) Jonah. (Jonah i. 4.) 
Judas Iscariot. (Acts i. 18.) Herod Agrippa. (Acts xii. 23.) 


XVI.—TZhe mercies of God shown to Noah. (Gen. ix. 1, 8.) 
Abraham. (Gen. xv. 18.) Jacob. (Gen. xxxii. 24.) Rahab. 
(Josh. vi.; Heb. xi. 31.) Israel in Babylon. (Ezra vii.) S, Paul. 
(Eph. iii. 8; Gal. i. 13.) 


No. 93.—Lent. 


I.— Sins of Christians. Pride. (S. Luke xviii. 14.) Luxury. 
(S. Luke xvi.) Covetousness. (Ps. Eph. v. 3.) Envy. (Gal. v. 
26; 1 S. Peter ii. 1, 2.) Gluttony. (Rom. xiv. 17.) Anger. 
(S. Matt. xi. 29.) Sloth. (Rom. xii. 11.) = 


Il.— Zhe Plagues of Egypt symbolically treated. (Ex. vii., viii., 
etc.) 


= 


Ill.—/saiah LIT. Messiah—a tender plant—a root out of a 
dry ground, no form or comeliness. (S. Mark ix. 12.) Despised 
and rejected of men—a man of sorrows—our grief-bearer—His 
holy silence in the presence of His accusers. His grave was with 
the wicked—with the rich in His death. 


1V.— Christ was charged with: Low origin. (S. Luke iv. 22.) 
Making Himself equal with Gop. (S. John v. 18.) Madness. 
(S. John x. 20.) Under the power of the devil. (S. Matt. xii. 


& 


P22 ARROWS FOR THE KING’S ARCHERS. 


24.) Deceiveth the people. (S. John vii. 12.) Winebibber, 
friend of publicans and sinners. (S. Matt. xi.19.) False charges 
against Church, against individuals part of the trial of life. 


V.—BPsalm LI. Verse by verse, as a meditation. (i.) Confes- 
sion of sin (ver. 3). (ii.) Sin is against Gop even more than 
against man—“ Thee only,” or chiefly (ver. 4). (ii.) Born in sin 
(ver. 5). (iv.) Truth and sincerity—a motive “in the inward parts ” 
desired by God as a condition of pardon (ver. 6). (v.) Cleansing 
a divine gift and process, we cannot effect it (ver. 7). (vi.) Joy a 
fruit of true penitence (ver. 8). (vii.) Newness—Purity—“right- 
eousness,” the marks of pardon (ver. 10). (viii.) The spirit of free- 
dom, “that gives freedom and liberty to the soul” (ver. 12). (ix.) 
Duty of the penitent to teach others (ver. 13). (x.) Outward con- 
fession of gratitude a mark of true penitence (ver. 14). Power to 
pray and praise a gift of God (ver. 15). (xi.) What God desires of 
us—the humbled heart, contrite, sorrowful (ver. 17). (xi.) Restora- 
tion of strength, dignity, and the former privileges to the penitent 
soul—the walls rebuilt, sacrifices acceptable. Powers of the soul 
consecrated to the Divine Service henceforth (ver. 18, 19). 


No. 94.—Easter. 


I.—Israel’s Triumphs. ‘The Red Sea. (Ex. xiv.) The Amale- 
kites. (Ex. xvii.) Sihon, king of the Amorites. (Numb. xxi.) 
Og, king of Bashan, totally routed, not one of the people left, 
(Numb. xxi.) The Midianites vanquished. (Numb. xxxi.) Fall 
of Jericho. (Josh. vi.) Ai taken by ambushment. (Josh. vii.) 
The victory over the five kings. (Josh. x.) The rest of the 
Canaanitish kings destroyed. (Josh. xi.) The destruction of the 
giant Anakims. (Josh. xi.) The victory of Barak. (Judges iv. 
15.) Gideon. (Judges vii.) 


I.—Psalns. Victory of CHRIST over His enemies pro- 
phetically described. (Ps. ii.) Humiliation of Messiah, His 
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glorious victory “right early.” (Ps. lvii.) “The marvellous work ” 
wrought for us by God celebrated. (Ps. cxi.) Praise to Him 
who “having His dwelling so high”—the Divine Nature—yet 
“humbled Himself” to save man. (Ps. cxiii.) The Exodus from 
Egypt led by Moses typical of the going forth of the Church from 
the dominion of Satan led by CHRIST. (Ps. cxiv.) David 
celebrates a great triumph and leads his people to the Temple to 
praise God—Christ celebrates a greater victory and leads His 
people to the Heavenly Temple to celebrate the conquest of ad// 
His enemies. (Ps. cxviii. 17.) 


Ill.— Mistakes about the Resurrection. Mary Magdalene. (S. 
John xx. 15.) The Lord taken away. (S. John xx. 2.) The 
figure on the sea-shore. (S. John xxi, 4.) The incredulity of the 
apostles. (S. Luke xxiv. 11.) On the road to Emmaus. (S. 
Luke xxiv. 13, 21, 37.) 


IV.—CHRIST revealed Himself—1. To the solitary penitent. 
2. To the women in company, returning from act of piety. 3. 
To the two disciples engaged in holy conversation. 4. To the 
fallen disciple (the backslider). 5. To the assembly of the faith- 
ful. 6. To a mixed assembly, including the doubter. 7. To the 
apostles at labor, in distress and disappointments. 8. To the 
obedient disciples who had assembled in Galilee. (1 Cor. xv. 5; 
S. Matt. xxviii. 16.) Christ manifested to all classes of His people 
—the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. What or who shall 
separate us from the “ Love of CHRIST?” (Rom. viii. 35, 38, 
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No. 95.—General. 


1.—The “verilys” of Christ. (S. Matt. v. 18, 26; vi. 2, 5, 16; 
Wheto ms 1G. 427 en Fe oe pon i) er? til.) 8.) 81 Gave 2G; 
24, 25; vi. 26, etc.) Used by our Lord to draw attention to or 
to emphasize some special truth. 
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Il.— Zhe Victories of Faith. (Heb. xi.) Abel—Noah—Abra- 
ham—Sara—Isaac—J acob—]J oseph—Moses—Rahab—Gideon— 
Barak—Samson—J ephtha—David—Samuel, and the Prophets. 


III.— Confessions of—Peter. (S. Matt. xvi. 16.) Martha. (S. 
John xi. 27.) The Eunuch. (Acts vili. 37.) Paul. (1 Tim. i. 
15.) John. (15S. John iv. 14.) 


1V.—Miracles recorded in Old Testament typical: (i.) In the 
wilderness. ‘The curing of the waters. (Ex. xv. 23-26.) Feed- 
ing with manna. (Ex. xvi. 14-35.) Water from the rock at 
Rephidim. (Ex. xvii. 5-7.) Death of Nadab and Abihu. (Lev. 
x. 1, 2.) Burning of the congregation at Taberah. (Numb. x1, 
1-3.) Death of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. (Numb. xvi. 31- 
35.) Budding of Aaron’s rod at Kadesh. (Numb. xvii. 8.) 
Water from rock at Meribah. (Numb. xx. 7-11.) The brazen 
serpent. (Numb. xxi. 8,9.) Stoppage of Jordan stream. (Josh. 
ill, 14-17.) (ii.) By Elijah. The widow’s oil. (1 Kings xvi. 
14-16.) The raising of the widow’s son at Zarephath. (1 Kings 
xvii. 17-24.) The burning of the sacrifice on Mount Carmel. 
(x Kings xvili. 30-38.) Burning of the captains and their com- 
panies. (2 Kings i. 10-12.) Dividing of Jordan. (2 Kings ii. 
7, 8.) 


V.—Some remarkable Visions recorded in Holy Scripture. 
Abram. (Gen. xv.) Jacob. (Gen. xxviii.) Pharaoh. (Gen. 
xli.) Micaiah. (2 Kings xxii. 19.) Isaiah. (Is. vi.) Ezekiel. 
(Ezek. i., x., XL, xXxxvii., xl.) Nebuchadnezzar. (Dan. iv.) 
Daniel. (Dan. vii.) Zechariah. (Zech.i.) Peter. (Acts x. 9.) 
John. (Rev. i, iv.) 


V1.— The “Valleys” of Holy Scripture and the incidents con- 
nected with them, ¢.g., Siddim and Shaveh. (Gen. xiv.) Baca. 
(Ps. Ixxxiv.) Eshcol. (Numb. xxxii.) Achor. (Josh. vii.) 
Ajalon. (Josh. x.) Sorek. (Judges xvi.) Elah. (1 Sam. xxi. 9.) 
Rephaim. (2 Sam. v.) Hinnom. (2 Chron. xxviii.) Megiddo. 
(2 Chron. xxxv.) Succoth. (Ps. lx.6.) Jehoshaphat. (Joel iii. 2.) 
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1. 


To my religious eye, even if uncultivated by science, the world is the theatre 
of God’s presence. I feel the Father; I see the beauty of His thought in the 
morning red, in the mists that fill up the valleys, in the corn which waves in 
the summer wind, in the stars which look down on the mists of the valley, 
on the fields that wave with corn, on the billows that dash their broken beauty 
onthe shore. I see in the moon filling her horns with loveliness, pouring out 
such a tide of beauty as makes the farmer’s barn seem almost a palace of en- 
chantment—the thought of God, which is yadiating its silver sheen over all 
the world, and changing it to a wondrous beauty. Nature then seems nearer 
to me, a thousand times more beautiful, when I regard it as the work of God, 
even if I look with my eye all uncultivated with science, or do not understand 
the wonders that I see. 


2. 


The formation of his character is not, as it ought to be, the chief concern 
with everyman. Many wish merely to find a sort of recipe for comfort, direc- 
tions for acquiring riches, or whatever good they aim at. (Goethe.) 

The worst effect of sin is within, and is not manifest in poverty, and pain, 
and bodily defacement, but in the discrowned faculties, the unworthy love, the 
low ideal, the brutalized and enslaved spirit. (/. A. Chapin.) 

The great high-road of human welfare lies along the old highway of steadfast 
well-doing; and they who are the most persistent, and work in the truest spirit, 
will invariably be the most successful; success treads on the heels of every 
right effort. (Smztles.) 

The noble power of suffering bravely is as far above that of enterprising 
greatly, as an unblemished conscience and inflexible resolution are above an 
accidental flow of spirits, or a sudden tide of blood. (ofe.) 


3. 


A hypocrite is the worst kind of player, by so much that he acts the better 
part, and hath always two faces, ofttimes two hearts; that can compose his 
forehead to sadness and gravity, while he bids his heart be wanton and careless 
within. . . . Walking early up into the city, he turns into the great church 
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and salutes one of the pillars on one knee, worshipping that God which at_ 
home he cares not for, while his eye is fixed on some window or some passen- 
ger, and his heart knows not whither his lips go. . . . He comes to the 
sick-bed of his step-mother and weeps, when he secretly fears her recovery. 
He greets his friend in the street with a clear countenance . . . and 
shakes hands with an indefinable invitation of ‘‘ When will you come?” and 
when his back is turned joys that he is so well ridof a guest. . . . He 
shows well and says well, and himself is the worst thing he hath. In brief, 
he is the stranger’s saint, the neighbor’s disease, the blot of goodness . . 
arotten stick in a dark night, the poppy in a cornfield . . . an angel 
abroad, a devil at home, and worse when an angel than when a devil. 


4. 


In the seasons when no great effort is required face to face with the religiously 
irresolute, the Christian has the right to cultivate his own inner life, to solace 
himself with the St. Augustines, and the Fénelons, and the Jeremy Taylors, 
and the Pascals. But when the trumpet calls, when the fallen and perishing 
and degraded are to be met face to face; when there is effort going on by 
which the courses of hundreds of lives may be determined; and when, if every 
one will mend one, all will be amended, then your Christian should be ready 
for the sternest duty, and love it even better than the soft swathing of himself 
in the luxuries of spiritual repose. He knows that stalwart action on the field 
of battle is rather braver than any military movement practiced on the drill- 
field. Let him stand face to face with the enemy, if he would become a soldier, 
and not merely face to face with painted or printed enemies. (Joseph Cook.) 


5. 


But when science comes also, with the light of religion to expound the 
world, and I see the laws of inorganic matter, of mineral, vegetable, animal, 
human life; when I see that these laws are but the constant modes of operation 
of the Infinite God, His mind telegraphing to us in the material world; when 
I understand the wonderful hieroglyphics which He has writ—then how differ- 
ent is the world! What was before only a seed-field to feed my body, or only 
a work-shop for my hand, is now a cabinet, a university full of the beauty of 
thought. The beauty of Nature, then, is not mere beauty of form and outline 
and color; it is the beauty of law, of wisdom, the contrivance of means for an 
end; finite means for an infinite end. It is the beauty of love, the infinite 
goodness pouring itself out through Nature, and supplying the sparrow that 
falls, and the human race which is proudly marching on to its brave develop- 
ment. Yes, then the whole universe seems to my eye but as one vast flower 
which blooms of God, and is fragrant with His never-ending love. Then 
every anemone beneath my foot, and every star above my head, runs over with 
the glorious thought of God which fills up my soul; and the universe, which 
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was just now only a work-shop for my hand, and then a curious problem for 
my head, is now a vast temple for my spirit; and science also is a psalm and 
a prayer. 


6. 


At Brooklyn, in an old vault, marked by no special recognition, lie huddled 
together the undoubtedly authentic remains of the staunchest and earliest 
Revolutionary patriots, from the British prison-ships and prisons of the times 
of 1776-83, in and around New York, and from all over Long Island; orig- 
inally buried—many thousands of them—in trenches in the Wallabout Sands. 

Greater than memory of Achilles or Ulysses, 
More, more by far to thee than tomb of Alexander, 
Those cartloads of old charnel ashes, scales, and splints of mouldy bones, 


Once living men—once resolute courage, aspiration, strength, 
The stepping stones to thee to-day and ever—America. 


(Walt Whitman.) 
7. 

I consider the human soul without education like marble in the quarry, 
which shows none of its inherent beauties till the skill of the polisher fetches 
out the colors, makes the surface shine, and discovers every ornamental cloud, 
spot, and vein that runs through the body of it. Education, after the same 
manner, when it works upon a noble mind, draws out to view every latent 
virtue and perfection, which, without such help, are never able to make their 
appearance. (Addison.) 


8. 


It is the bubbling stream that flows gently, the little rivulet which flows 
along day and night by the farm-house, that is useful, rather than the swollen 
flood or warring cataract. Niagara excites our wonder, and we stand amazed 
at the powerful greatness of God there, as He pours in from the hollow of His 
hand. But one Niagara is enough for the continent of the world, while the 
same world requires thousands and tens of thousands of silver fountains and 
gently flowing rivulets, that water every farm, and every meadow, and every 
garden, and shall flow on every day and night with their gentle, quiet beauty. 
So with the acts of our lives. It is not by great deeds, like those of the 
martyrs, that good is to be done, but by the daily and quiet virtues of life. 
(Barnes.) 


9. 


There are few women who are called by God to work publicly for Him, but 
for the most part the ministry of women lies in another direction. We are not 
to be so much like Miriam and Deborah as like Ruth and Hannah. If we 
cannot preach we can work for the poor, as Dorcas did; we may lend our rooms 
for Bible readings and prayer meetings, as did Mary, the mother of Mark. 
Whatever we are, we may do something for Christ. Some can speak for Him, 
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more can sing for Him, and more still can smile for Him. Willing hands will 
not remain long idle if wedded to thoughtful hearts and observant eyes. 


10. 


Some time ago a party of sailors visited the Zoological Gardens. One of 
them, excited by the liquor he had taken, and as an act of bravado to his com- 
panions, took hold of a deadly serpent. He held it up, having seized it by 
the nape of the neck in such a way that it could not sting him. As he held it, 
the snake (unobserved by him) coiled itself around his arm, and at length it 
got a firm grasp, and wound tighter and tighter, so that he was unable to 
detach it. As the pressure of the snake increased, the danger grew, and at 
length the sailor was unable to maintain his hold on the neck of the venomous 
reptile, and was compelled to loose it. What did the snake then do? It 
turned around and stung him, and he died. So it is with the appetite for 
strong drink. 

1f. 

“ Don’t write there,” said a father to ason, who was writing with a diamond 
on the window; ‘‘ you can’t rub it out.” Did it ever occur to you, my child, 
that you are daily writing that which you can’t rub out? 

You made a cruel speech to your mother the other day? It wrote itself on 
her loving heart, and gave her great pain. It is there now, and hurts every 
time she thinks of it. You can’t rub it out. 

You whispered a wicked thought one day in the ear of your playmate. It 
wrote itself on his mind, and led him to do a wicked act. It is there now; 
you can’t rub it out. 

12. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHING.—The influence of a good man or a good 
woman teaching ten or twelve children in a class, is an influence for this world 
and for the world to come that no man can measure, and the responsibility of 
which no man can calculate. 


13. 


Sometimes in our latitudes vapors rising from the ground, and hanging in 
the atmosphere, change the white brightness of the sun into a jaundiced yellow 
or a fiery red. A shade that seems to take the mirth out of both man and 
beast then lies upon the world. Thus passions, issuing like mist from the soul 
itself, darken the face of God, hiding His tenderness, and permitting only 
anger to glance through. (Avnot.) 


14. 


It was not only into letters to his family that Carlyle threw the best he had 
to give. Here is a passage, noble alike in sentiment and expression, from a 
letter to a young man who had written for advice: 
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“He who loves Truth knows it to be priceless, and cleaves to it through all 
shapes, in thought, word, and deed—as to the life of his soul. Nay, I believe 
the first and infinitely the most important question with regard to any Student 
of Knowledge, is precisely this very question, so often overlooked: What is 
the state of his moral temper and practice? Does he really love Truth, or 
only the market-price of Truth—the praise and money it will se// for? . . 
Indeed, for flesh and blood, it is hard, and every good man needs to be ac- 
complished with martyr virtues, for he is a Martyr (a Witness) in his day 
and generation; but, on the other hand, it is the noblest honor to be in the 
smallest degree fitted out for such enterprises; and does not the meanest man 
feel that all royal diadems and Pitt Diamonds are but the dust of the high- 
way, compared with the invisible and only true majesty—that of the mind?” 

With this passage we may best close. It is in words like these that one 
hears the voice of the real Carlyle. 

15. 


He in whom a desire for wealth is a ruling passion, must be unfaithful— 
unfaithful to his own conscience, unfaithful to the claims of society, unfaithful 
to the principles of everlasting right, unfaithful to the great God. (Axon.) 

The covetous man is like Tantalus—up to the chin in water, yet thirsty. 
(7. Adams.) 

16. 


It is by the union of a wise government with a virtuous people, and not 
otherwise, that we may hope to make some steps towards that blessed time 
when there shall be no longer complaining in our streets, when our garners 
shall be full, affording all manner of store. 


17. 


Crimes sometimes shock us too much; vices, almost always too little. 
(Zale.) 

18. 

Owen in his last hours, when on his dying bed, dictated a short letter toa 
friend. The amanuensis had written, ‘‘I am yet in the land of the living,” 
when Owen at once arrested him: ‘‘ Stop, alter that; write ‘I am yet in the 
land of the dying, but I hope soon to be in the land of the living.’” 


19. 


I have not the slightest regard for that statesmanship which is divorced from 
the morality which we say ought to guide us in our private life, which we 
gather for a nation as for individuals from the religion which we profess. 


20. 


Music is sweetest when heard over rivers; where the echo thereof is 
best rebounded by the waters; and praise for pensiveness, thanks for tears, 
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blessing God over the floods of affliction, makes the sweetest music in the 
ears of heaven. 


21. 


Go to the margin of some transparent lake, whose placid bosom reflects all 
the beauty and loveliness of surrounding nature; for there you have the sweetly 
soft and delightful emblem of a heart filled with the peace of God. (fev. &. 
Newton.) 

Peace is the sti// music of the soul. It is the calm sunset of a summer’s 
sabbath. It is the o/ive branch—sign of judgment abating. It is Jerusalem, 
z.é., the vision of peace. It is Melchizedec, king of righteousness, king of 
peace. (G. S. Bowes.) 


22. 


God looks not at the oratory of your prayers, how elegant they may be; nor 
at the geometry of your prayers, how long they may be; nor at the arithmetic 
of your prayers, how many they may be; nor at the logic of your prayers, how 
methodical they may be—but the sincerity of them He looks at. (Z. Brooks.) 


23s. 


THE RIGHT SORT OF CHARACTER.—A man should be solid and firm all 
through. Let us see that a man is not shaken to pieces by temptations; let 
us see that his faculties are so annealed and fortified that they will bear the 
test of trial. It is this sort of character that tells upon the world, and which 
has the most powerful direct and indirect influence upon man, woman, and 
child. (Winged Words—H. R. Haweis.) 


24. 


Thou cam’st not to thy place by accident, 
It is the very place God meant for thee; 
And should’st thou there small scope for action see, 
Do not, for this, give room to discontent ; 
= Nor let the time thou owest to God be spent 
In idly dreaming how thou mighest be, 
In what concerns thy spiritual life, more free 
From outward hindrance or impediment. 
For presently this hindrance thou shalt find, 
That without which all goodness were a task 
So slight, that virtue never could grow strong, 
And would’st thou do one duty to His mind— 
The Imposer’s—over-burdened thou shalt ask, 
And own thy need of grace to help, ere long. 
(R. C. Trench.) 
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25, 


We must not allow ourselves to be discouraged by the apparent disproportion 
between the result of single efforts and the magnitude of the obstacles to be 
encountered. Nothing good nor great is to be obtained without courage and 
industry; but courage and industry must have sunk in despair, and the world 
must have remained unornamented and unimproved, if men had nicely compared 
the effect of a single stroke of the chisel with the pyramid to be raised, or of a 
single impression of the spade with the mountain to be levelled. 


26; 


Every man, by the constitution of his nature, possesses the high prerogative 
of freeagency. Next to the righteous use of this precious gift, it is his noblest 
and most distinguishing attribute. Governed by motives, possessed of self- 
determining power, he is formed for dominion over himself. With respect to 
the greatest proportion of his actions, and to all, indeed, that are most important, 
he is left to pursue his own course. He is free to do evil or good—to destroy 
or cherish his life—to disobey the truth or surrender himself to its authority 
and influence. 

The liberty of the Gospel is moral freedom. There are certain limits within 
which alone happiness can be found—lines of moral propriety—boundaries for 
the regulation of the will prescribed by the Creator, and determined by the 
very nature of things. 

Spiritual liberty is conformity to the order God has established—the order 
of truth, equity, and godliness. It is only to be found in His service, which 
is accordingly declared to be ‘‘ perfect freedom”; and opposition to Iis will, 
of spirit or practice, is moral bondage—tyranny of the worst description, 
because it is the vassalage of the soul—the thraldom of its noblest powers— 
** whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.” (Rev. C. P. Muston.) 


27. 


There is nothing strictly immortal, but immortality. Whatever hath no 
beginning, may be confident of no end—which is the peculiar of that necessary 
essence that cannot destroy itselfi—and the highest strain of omnipotency, to 
be so powerfully constituted as not suffer even from the power of itself; all 
others have a dependent being and within the reach of destruction. But the 
sufficiency of Christian immortality frustrates all earthly glory, and the quality 
of either state after death makes a folly of posthumous memory. God, who 
can only destroy our souls, and hath assured our resurrection, either of our 
bodies or names, hath directly promised no duration. Wherein there is so 
much of chance, that the boldest expectants have found unhappy frustration ; 
and to hold long subsistence, seems but 2 scope in oblivion. But a man is a 
noble animal, splendid in ashes, and pompous in the grave, solemnizing natiy- 
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ities and deaths with equal lustre, nor omitting ceremonies of bravery in the 
infamy of his nature. (Sir Thomas Browne.) 


28. 


Shun delays, they breed remorse, 
Take thy time, while time is lent thee; 
Creeping snails have weakest force, 
Fly their fault, lest thou repent thee ; 
Good is best when soonest wrought, 
Lingering labors come to nought. 
( Southwell.) 


29. 


An empty vessel capable of holding water, if tightly corked none can enter 
it, though water is poured upon it in great abundance; nay, it may be thrown 
into the sea, and still remain empty. So it is with our hearts: Unbelief closes 
them, so that the water of life cannot fill them, however abundantly it may be 
poured upon and aroundus. Unbelief hinders grace. This sin not only locks 
up the heart of a sinner, but also binds the hands of a Saviour. (Bzrkiti.) 

I would rather dwell in the dim fog of superstition than in air rarefied to 
nothing by the air-pump of unbelief, in which the panting breast expires, 
vainly and convulsively gasping for breath. (J. Paul Richter.) 


30. 


I observed in the city of Edinburgh that a time-gun is fired every day at 
one o’clock, and instantly on the castle hill, and over the castle walls, and in 
the valley of the city, the sound reverberates. During the meeting of the 
Presbyterian Council, recently held there, I noticed that there was a little surprise 
at first among the delegates, but after two or three days I observed that every 
man took out his watch to set it by that booming cannon, and thus every man 
had learned how to apply that sound to his own personal advantage. It is not 
only knowing the right thing, but it is the application of that which we know 
to be right that constitutes the happiness of mankind. (/ohn Hail.) 


Sis 


We learn wisdom from failure much more than from success. We often 
discover what w2// do, by finding out what will not do; and probably he who 
never made a mistake never made a discovery. It was the failure in the attempt 
to make a sucking-pump act, when the working bucket was more than thirty- 
three feet above the surface of the water to be raised, that led observant men 
to study the law of atmospheric pressure, and opened a new field of research 
to the genius of Galileo, Torricelli, and Boyle. 
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32. 


Boycott Evi, THoucuts.—Evil thoughts are more dangerous than wild 
beasts. Keep your head and heart full of good thoughts, and bad ones will 
find no room. The cup that is full will hold no more. 


8s. 


The universe is upheld solely by the law of love. A majestic invisible pro- 
tectorate governs the winds, the tides, the incoming and outgoing of the seasons, 
the birth of the flowers, the growth of forests, the outpourings of the sunlight, 
the silent glittering of the stars, a wide, illimitable beneficence embraces all 
creation. A vast Eternal Pity exists for all sorrow, all sin. He who first 
swung the planets in the air and bade them revolve till time shall be no more, 
He—the Fountain Head of Absolute Perfection—is no deaf, blind, capricious, 
or remorseless Being. To Him the death of the smallest singing bird is as 
great or as little as the death of a world’s emperor. For Him the timeless 
withering of an innocent flower is as pitiful as the decay of a mighty nation. 
An infant’s first prayer to Him is heard with as tender a patience as the united 
petitions of thousands of worshippers. or in everything and around every- 
thing, from the sun to a grain of sand, He hath a portion, small or great, of 
His own most perfect existence. Should He hate His creation He must per- 
‘force hate Himself, and that love should hate love is an impossibility. There- 
‘fore, He loves all His work; and as love, to be perfect, must contain pity, 
forgiveness, and forbearance, so doth He pity, forgive, and forbear. Shall a 
mere man deny himself for the sake of his child or friend? and shall the Infinite 
Love refuse to sacrifice itself, yea, even to as immense a humility as its great- 
ness is immeasurable? Shall we deny those merciful attributes to God which 
we acknowledge in His creature man? 


34. 


Sorrow is not an accident occurring now and then. It is the woof which is 
woven into the warp of life, and he who has not discerned the Divine sacred- 
ness of sorrow, and the profound meaning which is found in pain, has yet to 
Tearn what life is. The cross manifested as the necessity of the highest life, 
alone interprets it. (/. W. Robertson.) 


35. 


A Christian either rules his inclinations, or his inclinations rule him—there 
is no medium. It is like two men taking each other by the collar to try which 
is the stronger : one will throw the other down. One will almost always end 
by overthrowing the other; and when he has him on the ground, with his foot 
upon his neck, he does not care much for him; he has the upper hand. So 
with our passions: the struggle is seldom equal; either we guide our passions 
or they guide us. (Vianney.) 
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36. 


GUILT OF LUKEWARMNESS.—In respect to religion, hardly anything can 
be more culpable than this spirit. If there be a God possessed of unspeakable 
rectitude in His own nature and unbounded goodness towards His creatures, 
what can be more inconsistent and unbecoming than to be frigid and indifferent 
in our devotions to Him? Atheism, in some respects, cannot be worse than 
lukewarmness. The Atheist disbelieves the existence of God, and therefore 
cannot worship Him at all; the lukewarm owns the existence, sovereignty, 
and goodness of the supreme Being, but denies Him that fervor of affection, 
that devotedness of heart, and activity of service which the excellency of His 
nature demands, and the authority of His word requires. Such a character is 
therefore represented as absolutely loathsome to God, and obnoxious to His 
wrath.—Rey. iii. 15, 16. (C. Buck.) 


Sikes 


A gentleman was once riding in Scotland by a bleaching-ground, where a 
poor woman was at work, watering her webs of linen cloth. He asked her 
where she went to church, what she had heard on the preceding day, and how 
much she remembered. She could not even tell the text of the last sermon. 
“And what good can the preaching do you,” said he, ‘‘ if you forget it all?” 
“Ah! sir,” replied the poor woman, ‘‘ if you look at this web on the grass, 
you will see that as fast as ever I put the water on it, the sun dries it all up; 
and yet, sir, I see it gets whiter and whiter.” 


38. 


We all need something to idealize and beautify our life. Science, literature, 
art, music, all work that way—this for one, that for another. Poetry is a 
very common idealizer. The affections are a strong and beautiful power of 
this sort; they come into the rich man’s palace and the poor man’s cottage, and 
they cheer him for his toil, and bless him at all times of his life. But the 
most powerful of all these idealizing forces, and the most beautiful too, is 
religion in the soul of man; for when science has lost its charm, when music 
ceases to fascinate, when poetry stirs us no longer, when the objects of affec- 
tion have passed away, and our eyes see them not, and even in the darkness 
our hands grasp not their well-beloved forms, still the heart and flesh cry out 
for the living and most high God, and still that Infinite God comes down, our 
everlasting light and our glory. (Theodore Parker.) 

Tears are often the telescope by which men see far into heaven. (H. W. 
Beecher.) 


39. 


Work is the common duty of all in Christ’s house. The calm stars are in 
ceaseless motion, and every leaf is a world with its busy inhabitants and the 
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sap coursing through its vein as the life-blood through our own. It would be 
strange then if the Christian Church, which was intended, to be the beating 
heart to all this world’s activity, were exempted from a law so universal. Such 
a thing would be against our highest nature. Work is not only a duty, but a 
blessing. Every right deed is a step upward. Instead of praying that God 
would grant us less work, our request should be that He would give usa 
greater heart and growing strength to meet all His claims. (Dr. J. Ker.) 


40. 


More hearts pine away in secret anguish from unkindness from those who 
should be their comforters than from any other calamity in life. 

Jeremy Taylor was pronounced by Coleridge to be the most eloquent of 
divines ; and Coleridge adds: ‘‘ Had I said of men, Cicero would forgive me, 
and Demosthenes nod assent.”” He was accustomed to call him ‘‘ Chrysostom,” 
and counted him one of the few great geniuses of old English literature. 

Crime may very well be compared with physical disease, and the mode of 
proceeding for repression of the one is in principle the same as for the other. 
The most effective mode is to remove its causes, which often have their origin 
in our social condition. (Sir Edmund Du Cane.) 


41. 


Read not books alone, but men; and chiefly be careful to read thyself. 

Pleasure is the mere accident of our being, and work its natural and most 
holy necessity. 

Many men treat others as if they were demons, and then express surprise 
that they do not act like angels. 

There is only one objection to people who ‘‘ mean well,” and that is—they 
never find time to carry out their meaning. 

To estimate the value of the time which a visitor bestows upon us, it is 
necessary to know how else he would have been able to spend it. (Scott.) 


42. 


A moment is room wide enough for the loyal and mean desire, for the out- 
lash of a murderous thought and the sharp backward stroke of repentance. 
(George Eliot.) 

A man may be wrecked as is a ship. Conscience is an anchor. Terrible 
it is, but true, that, like the anchor, conscience may be carried away. (Victor 
Hugo.) 

In every action reflect upon the end; and in your undertaking it consider 
why you doit. (Jeremy Taylor.) 

Over anxiously to feel and think what one could have done is the very worst 
thing one can do. 
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Doing is the great thing. For if, resolutely, people do what is right, in 
time they come to like doing it. (Auskin.) 


43. 


A holy life is made up of a number of small things. Little words, not 
eloquent speeches or sermons; little deeds, not miracles, nor battles, nor one 
great heroic act or mighty martyrdom, make up the true Christian life. The 
little constant sunbeam, not the lightning; the waters of Siloam, ‘‘ that go 
softly’ on their meek mission of refreshment, not ‘‘ the waters of the river, 
great and many,” rushing down in torrent, noise, and force, are the true 
symbols of a holy life. The avoidance of little evils, little sins, little inconsist- 
encies, little weaknesses, little follies, little indiscretions and imprudences, 
little foibles, little indulgences of self and of the flesh; the avoidance of such 
Zittle things as these goes far to make up at least the negative beauty of a holy 


life. 
44, 


No God have we who sits like a marble statue on the throne of the universe. 
God is incessantly active: there is no day or night to His life (4. W. 
Beecher.) 

The tower of a lofty Christian character and life is not going to push itself 
up in a night like Jonah’s gourd. You cannot wake up some fine morning in 
glad surprise, to find it finished to the turret stone. To build that tower costs: 
it costs sacrifice, it costs skill, it costs patience, it costs resolution. As gray- 
itation pulls stones downwards and glues them to the earth, and as, if they go 
into the tower at all, they must be lifted there with wrench and strain, so this 
tower of a noble Christian life must be builded in the face of opposition, and 
at the cost of fight with it. (Dr Hoyt.) 


45. 


UNSELFISH AcTs.—Unselfish and noble acts are the most radiant epochs 
in the biography of souls. When wrought in earliest youth, they lie in the 
memory of age like the coral islands, green and sunny, amidst the melancholy 
waste of ocean. (Dr. Thomas.) 

46. 


WRANGLING FOR RELIGION.—Men will wrangle for religion; write for it; 
fight for it; die for it; anything but /ve for it. (C. Colton.) 

IMPORTANCE OF TRIFLES.—Your doom is spoken in a word or two. A 
single look from the eyes, a mere pressure of the hand, may decide it, or of 
the lips though they cannot speak. (Zhackeray.) 


47. 


In a valiant suffering for others, and not in a slothful making others suffer 
for us, did nobleness ever lie. The chief of men is he who stands in the van 
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of men, fronting the peril which frightens back all others, which, if it be not 
vanquished, will devour the others. Every noble crown is, and on earth will 
forever be, a crown of thorns. (Carlyle) 


48. 


In the Bodleian Library at Oxford is a most touching record of heroism and 
self-sacrifice on the part of a child—a record to touch one’s heart with its 
pathos. The tower door of St. Leonard’s Church, Bridgeworth, was left open, 
and two young boys, wandering in, were tempted to mount the upper part, 
and scramble from beam to beam. All at once a joist gave way. The beam 
on which they were standing became displaced. The elder had just time to 
grasp it when falling, while the younger, slipping over his body, caught hold 
of his comrade’s legs. In this fearful position the poor lads hung, crying 
vainly for help, for no one was near. At length the boy clinging to the beam 
became exhausted. He could no longer support the double weight. He 
called out to the lad below that they were both done for. ‘‘ Could you save 
yourself if I were to loose you?” replied the little lad. ‘‘I think I could,” 
returned the older. ‘‘ Then good-bye, and God bless you,” cried the little 
fellow, loosing his hold. Another second, and he was dashed to pieces on the 
stone floor below. His companion clambered to a place of safety. 


49. 


Hark! how that iron hisseth, and makes that noise which, while it was cold 
or dry, it would never make. We cannot quench hot and unruly desires in 
youth without some mutiny and rebellious opposition. Corruptions cannot be 
subdued without some reluctation; and that reluctation cannot be without some 
tumult; after some short noise and smoke and bubbling, the metal is quiet, 
and holds to the form wherein it is beaten. (/a//.) 

Dr. Johnson observes: ‘‘ No man whose appetites are his masters can per- 
form his duties with strictness and regularity. He that would be superior to 
external influences must first become superior to his own passions. When 
the Roman general, sitting at supper with a plate of turnips before him, was 
solicited by a large promise to betray his trust, he asked the messengers 
whether he that could sup on turnips was a man likely to sell his country.” 


50. 


In many instances, the most wonderful effects have resulted from causes 
apparently very small. It is soin Nature. The oak, in whose mighty shade 
a herd of cattle repose and ruminate, was once an acorn which an infant might 
have grasped in his hand, or a sparrow have carried on her beak. The river 
that floats a navy, and becomes the means of fertility and the inlet of wealth to 
an empire, if traced to its source would be found a stream which the traveller 
might cover with his foot. It is the same in the intellectual world. There 
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was a time when Johnson was learning his.alphabet, Newton laying the basis 
of his mathematical fame in committing to memory the multiplication table, 
and Milton catching the inspiration of poetry upon his mother’s knee from 
the rude hymns of his time. It is the same in the political world. Kingdoms, 
if traced to the first occasion of their eminence, would be found beginning with 
a thought or feeling in the bosom of ambition, a waking vision, or a midnight 
dream. (J/James.) 
51. 

As rivers when they overflow drown those grounds, and ruin those hus- 
bandmen which, whilst they flowed calmly betwixt their banks, they fertilized 
and enriched ; so our passions, when they grow exorbitant and unruly, destroy 
those virtues to which they may be very serviceable whilst they keep within 
their bounds. (Boy/e.) 

52. 

Combat after combat followed, and still they bent forward intent upon the 
butchery, divided between moments of loud applause and keen suspense. The 
sand was growing red with slaughter; the hot air of the building stiding to 
the lungs; and then—then from the topmost tier rang over the assemby a 
woman’s scream. They turned. Upon the bench above, a girl stood and 
pointed—pointed to where? through a gap in the awning, her eyes could look 
out on to the Campanian plain and the distant hills. ‘‘ The Mountain! The 
Mountain!” They looked and saw their death coming upon them. Up from 
the summit of Vesuvius towered a vast cloud, straight into the air at first, then 
spreading and drifting towards them. Even as they gazed, it drew on, and 
the first shadow of darkness swooped down. In a moment the vast crowd had 
started to its feet, and was pouring forth pell-mell; crushing, huddling, and 
tearing its way to every place of exit. (Zhe World of Adventure.) 

Sudden resolutions, like the sudden rise of the mercury in the barometer, 
indicate nothing but the changeableness of the weather. (Phelps. ) 


53. 


‘“But some women,” said Waldo, speaking as though the words forced 
themselves from him at that moment, ‘‘ some women have power.” She lifted 
her beautiful eyes to his face. ‘‘ Power! Did you ever hear of men being 
asked whether other souls should have power or not? It is born in them. 
You may dam up the fountain of water, and make it a stagnant marsh, or you 
may let it run free and do its work; but you cannot say whether it shall be 
there; z¢7zs there. And it will act, if not openly for good, then covertly for 
evil; but it will act. If Goethe had been stolen away a child, and reared in a 
robber horde in the depths of a German forest, do you think the world would 
have had Faust and Iphigenie? But he would have been Goethe still— 
stronger, wiser than his fellows. At night, round their watch-fire, he would 
have chanted wild songs of rapine and murder, till the dark faces about him 
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were moved and trembled. His songs would have echoed on from father to 
son, and nerved the heart and arm—for evil. Do you think if Napoleon had 
been born a woman, he would have been content to give small tea-parties and 
talk scandal? He would have risen; but the world would not have heard of 
him as it hears of him now—a man great and kingly, with all his sins; he would 
have left one of those names that stain the leaf of every history—the names of 
women who, having power, but being denied the right to exercise it openly, 
rule in the dark, covertly, and by stealth, through the men whose passions 
they feed on, and by whom they climb. Power! ” she said suddenly, smiting 
her little hand upon the rail. ‘‘ Yes; we have power, and since we are not to 
expend it in tunnelling mountains, nor healing diseases, nor making laws, nor 
money, nor on any extraneous object, we expend it on you. You are our 
goods, our merchandise, our material for operating on; we buy you, we sell 
you, we make fools of you, we act the wily old Jew with you, we keep six of 
you crawling to our little feet, and praying only for a touch of our little hand; 
and they say truly, there was never an ache or a pain or a broken heart but a 
woman was at the bottom of it. We are not to study law, nor science, nor art, 
so we study you. There is never a nerve or a fibre in your man’s nature but 
we know it. We keep six of you dancing in the palm of one little hand,” she 
said, balancing her outstretched arms gracefully, as though tiny beings dis- 
ported themselves in its palm. ‘‘ There—we throw you away, and you sink 
to the devil,” she said, folding her arms composedly. ‘‘ There never was a 
man who said one word for woman but he said two for man, and three for the 
whole human race.” (Story of an African Farm—Olive Schreiner.) 


54. 


The Statesman’s ‘‘ Year Book”’ contains a table of the population of British In- 
dia, classified according to the leading languages and dialects. It is as follows: 

Hindustani, 82,497,168; Bengali, 39,968,428; Telugu, 17,000,358; Mah- 
ratti, 17,044,634; Punjabi, 15,754,793; Tamil, 13,068,279; Gujarato, 
9,620,688; Canarese, 8,337,027; Oriya, 6,819,112; Malayalinr, 4,848,400; 
Sindhi, 3,713,961; Burmese, 2,611,467; Hindi, 1,880,777; Assamese, 
1,361,759; Kol, 1,140,489; Sonthali, 1,130,509; Gondi, 1,079,565; Pushtu 
and Afghani, 915,714; Karen, 553,848. 

According to this table, the total population is 228,351,976, an increase of 
nearly 22,000,000 since 1881. The population of all India is estimated to be 
about 285,000,000. ‘Tried and revised versions of the Bible have been trans- 
lated into twelve of the languages representing a population of 204,058,097, 
so that some over five-sevenths of all the population of India have the Word — 
of God in their own language. According to the above tables, there are yet 
eight languages in India, representing a population of 24,293,879, into which 
the Scriptures have not been translated. 

A great work has been accomplished, and all of it has been done in the 
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present century. But a still greater work, if possible, remains as the heritage 
of Christians whose privilege is to live in this marvellous age. Before the 
century shall have ended the incomprehensible millions of India should not 
only have the Bible translated and printed in their own tongue, but they should 
have its blessed message conveyed to them. The Lord does not stay the 
waters of salvation. All that is necessary in order that the message of grace 
shall be heard, not only in all India, but in all the dark places of the world, 
is consecrated messengers and consecrated money to send them. 


55. 

A donor of $20,000 to the work of foreign missions was being spoken of 
as a most magnificent giver. ‘‘ Not quite so,” was the answer. ‘“‘ I know of 
at least one more generous giver. Well, that gift is known to very few 
except the Lord. The other day I was calling on a friend of mine, a very aged 
man, who told me, with tears running down his cheeks, that his only son was 
about to leave home for missionary work in a far-away land. The father had 
discovered that the young man felt called of God to such service, but was tar- 
rying at home for his sake. ‘ How could I keep him back,’ said the old man, 
‘I had been praying nearly all my life, ‘‘ Thy kingdom come; ” and with all 
the pain of parting with my boy, with the certainty I shall never again see 
him on earth, there is a deep joy in giving him up for Christ’s sake.’ ” 


56. 

The Samoan group of islands have a Christian population of 30,000. In 
the largest of these islands, there are not fifty families that fail to observe 
family worship. Last year, besides supporting the Gospel at home, they sent 
a thank-offering, as their custom is, of £1,800 to the parent missionary society 
of London, to help to carry the good news farther on. When a Church mem- 
ber dies, they still keep his name on the books, and put a mark after it, denot- 
ing a word-picture which means: ‘‘ We cannot think of him as dead, either to 
us or to the work. We shall give a contribution in his name, that the cause 
may not suffer by his removal hence.’”’? We don’t know if the tide of devotion 
and liberality has reached as high a water-mark anywhere the world over. 


57. 

WaASTE.—War is a fearful bread-waster, but even its enormous withdrawal 
of labor and of capital from productive into destructive uses grows small beside 
the steady, increasing, universal devastation of the liquor trade. Germany 
and England spend four times as much on drink as for their vast military 
establishments, and France three times. 

THE SIGHT NEVER YET SEEN.—There is a sight in the world I have 
never seen, and I am sure there is not one among you who has ever seen it, or 
ever can sec it. I have seen many sights, and yet I tell you there is one sight I 
have never seen, and never can see—a drunkard’s happy home. (Dr. Miller.) 
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Christian observers on the spot believe that the liquors of Christendom are 
to-day more destructive of life and happiness in Africa than the slave traffic for 
which Mohammedanism is responsible. Mohammedans recently held an anti- 
rum congress at Khartoum, and planned stringent measures to exclude alcohol 
from the whole continent. 


58. 


What a monstrosity is spiritual pride! We were the devil’s foundlings, 
lying foul and naked upon the world’s doorstep, but God Almighty passed 
along and saw us. He had compassion on us, took us home, washed us from 
our filth, and adopted us into His family. What abominable presumption it 
is for us to turn around and act as though we were doing Him a service, when 
we really owe Him everything we are and have. 


59, 


Last year Russia sent nearly 3,900,000 quarters of wheat to England— 
nearly the third of the whole quantity imported. During the same period our 
Father in heaven offered the bread of eternal life to 1,500,000,000 members 
of His family, but some were satisfied to receive only, and would not distribute. 
Are you one? 


60. 


Some people feel that if they give their children a comfortable home, suitable 
clothes, proper food, and a good education, they have entirely fulfilled their 
obligations as parents, and yet, children who have had the best of these four 
requisites, have grown to be men and women and so stingy, so close-fisted, 
and so small in many ways, that one might almost question whether the world 
would not have been richer if they had never been born—for the ground they 
occupy might have been possessed by anobler type of being. Such people are 
no benefit to society. . . . These persons may not be wholly to blame 
for this—a great part of this wrong may have been done them by their parents, 
whose constant cry may have been, ‘‘ Get, get, get, never give.” A small 
town in Massachusetts gives the largest contribution of any parish in the State. 
One year that little church gave for benevolent objects nearly $9,000, and it 
came largely from three brothers. One of them, being asked one day how it 
was that he gave so liberally and so cheerfully, replied, ‘‘ We were trained to 
it when children, and we could not sleep on our beds if we kept back the 
Lord’s money.’’ They were trained when they had little, and when the Master 
gave them an abundance, the habit was formed and they gave of their fulness, 
willingly and gladly. (Mrs. &. L. Scudder.) 


61. 


It has been contended by some that it is unwise to go out of our way to 
convert the Jews, because in any case God will, in His own time and way, 


144 APPENDIX. 


bring it to pass. And the question has been asked, jestingly, perhaps, in view 
of the fact that they are as a rule a money-making people, How many pounds 
or dollars does it take to convert a Jew? Now it can never be right for us to 
shirk our duty on the plea that God will work out His eternal purpose all the 
same; for God requires us to do our part, and to leave the rest with Him. 
And can the value of a soul be calculated in dollars and cents? ‘‘If it were 
our own soul,” says one, in answer to the question, “‘ we should tremble to 
value it at so many pounds, shillings, and pence.” Our blessed Lord was the 
price of the great salvation, and He asked in a twofold form that very question : 
“What is a man profited if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?’”” And He never 
answered that question. The worth of one single soul, who can value it? It 
can only be valued in eternity and by eternity. (Letter Leajfiet.) 


62. 


The seventy-fifth annual report of the American Bible Society has just been 
published. The annual meeting was held in May, when Bishop Phillips Brooks 
preached the sermon. Three-quarters of a century ago the foundations of the 
Society were laid. Its sole object has been to encourage a wider circulation 
of the Holy Scriptures, without note or comment. Since the first meeting, 
the issues of the society amount to the immense number of 54,233,712 copies. 
During the past year there have been printed at the Bible House 1,112,452 
Bibles and New Testaments. The work of a Bible Society is one which 
appeals to Christians of every name, and in this work all may heartily co- 
operate. The Upper Canada Bible and Tract Society also is a flourishing 
example of the power of religious co-operation. It has prospered equally 
with the American Society. 


63. 


SUPREMACY OF LOVE.—Love, amidst the other graces in this world, is 
like a cathedral tower, which begins on the earth, and at first is surrounded 
by the other parts of the structure. But at length, rising above buttressed 
wall and arch and parapet and pinnacle, it shoots spire-like many a foot right 
into the air, so high that the huge cross on its summit glows like a spark in 
the morning light, and shines like a star in the evening sky, when the rest of 
the pile is enveloped in darkness. So Love here is surrounded by the other 
graces, and divides the honors with them; but they will have felt the wrap of 
night and darkness when 2¢ will shine, luminous, against the sky of eternity. 
(i. W. Beecher.) 


64. 
For some time past I have reflected on the necessity of purity of mind as a 
qualification for communion with God. ‘‘ Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God.” This promise relates to this life as well as to the life to 
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come. An impure mind is adark mind. The light which comes from the 
Holy Spirit is never there. Forms of prayer will not produce it. Conscience 
will not produce it. If I would expect the Holy Spirit to give me a lively 
faith to behold the beauty of the Lord, I must not grieve Him by impure 
thoughts. Therefore, the moment I perceive their intrusion, I will strive to 
banish them, as alike the enemies of my peace and of my God. ‘As all sin is 
impurity in God’s sight, I will watch against pride, vanity, and all worldly 
affections. Then I may hope to see more of His moral perfection and glory 
in this present world. (Rev. Worthington Wright.) 


65. 


The haughty favorite of an Oriental monarch threw a stone at a poor priest. 
The dervish did not dare to throw it back, for the favorite was very powerful, 
so he picked up the stone and put it carefully into his pocket, saying to him- 
self: ‘‘ The time for revenge will come by and by, and then I will repay him.” 
Not long afterwards, walking in one of the streets, he saw a great crowd, and 
found to his astonishment that his enemy, the favorite, who had fallen into 
disgrace with the king, was being paraded through the principal streets on a 
camel, exposed to the jests and insults of the populace. The dervish, seeing 
all this, hastily grasped at the stone, which he carried in his pocket, saying to 
himself: ‘‘ The time for my revenge has come, and I will repay him for his 
insulting conduct.” But, after considering a moment, he threw the stone 
away, saying: ‘‘ The time for revenge never comes; for if our enemy is power- 
ful, revenge is dangerous as well as foolish; and if he is weak and wretched, 
then revenge is worse than foolish—it is mean and cruel; and in all cases it is 
forbidden and wicked.” 

66. 


A true marriage is not a mere temporary arrangement, and although a young 
couple are said to be married as soon as a lady has changed her name, the 
truth is that the real marriage is along, slow intergrowth, like that of two 
trees planted quite close together in a forest. (Round my House—P. G. 
Hanerton.) 

67. 

The venerable Father Sewall, of Maine, once entered a meeting in behalf of 
foreign missions. Just as the collectors of the contributions were resuming 
their seats, the chairman of the meeting requested him to lead in prayer. The 
old gentleman stood, hesitatingly, as if he had not heard the request. It was 
repeated in a louder voice, but there was no response. It was observed, how- 
ever, that Mr. Sewall was fumbling in his pockets, and presently he produced 
a piece of money, which he deposited in the contribution box. The chairman, 
thinking he had not been understood, said loudly: ‘‘ I didn’t ask you to give, 
Father Sewall; I asked you to pray.” ‘‘ Oh! yes,” he replied; ‘‘ I heard you: 
but I can’t pray till I’ve given something.” 
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68s. 


A gentleman, who had filled many high stations in public life with the 
greatest honor to himself and advantage to the nation, once went to Sir Eardley 
Wilmot in great anger at areal injury that he had received from a person high 
in the political world, which he was considering how to resent in the most 
effectual manner. After relating the particulars to Sir Eardley, he asked if he 
did not think it would be manly to resent it. ‘‘ Yes,” said Sir Eardley; “‘ it 
would doubtless be manly to resent it, but it would be Godlike to forget it.” 
This, the gentleman declared, had such an instantaneous effect upon him, that 
he came away quite another man, and in temper entirely altered from that in 
which he went. 


69. 


Job Throgmorton, a Puritan minister, who was described by his contempo- 
raries as being as holy and as choice a preacher as any in England, is said to 
have lived thirty-seven years without any comfortable assurance as to his 
spiritual condition. When dying, he addressed the venerable John Dod: 
‘‘ What will you say of him who is going out of the world, and can find no 
comfort?’ ‘‘ What will you say of Him,” replied Mr. Dod, ‘‘ who, when He 
was going out of the world, found no comfort, but cried: ‘My God! my God! 
why has Thou forsaken me?’”’ This prompt reply administered consolation to 
the troubled spirit of his dying friend, who departed within an hour, after re- 
joicing in the Lord. 


70. 


Every passion, every affection, is virtually insane, and claims and creates a 
world of its own. One may be provoked because the clock has struck twelve, 
or because it is on the point of striking twelve. I would ask every man to 
give his passions for once a full hearing, and thoroughly to examine and inter- 
rogate them as to what they wish. He will be horrified at the monstrosity of 
their demands, which hitherto have been but half expressed. He will find 
Rage wishing there were but one neck to the whole of humanity, Love asking 
the world to resolve itself into one heart, Grief giving it but two channels for 
tears, Pride demanding two bended knees. 


71. 


You may easily find utter secularism in speech, and in print; but no man’s 
soul is an utter secularist for all that. Certain strange scintillations occasion- 
ally rise in the darkest soul. It is also a sure vexation to the secularist that 
other persons believe ; he would be more reconciled to his dry morsel of mortality 
if other persons had not the ease and dignity of wealth—the wealth of faith. 
He wants the authority of every creature’s consent. And there are times when 
even that would not be enough for him. It is very easy for the flippant 
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tongue to deny all grandeur to human life, by cutting man off from God and 
immortal existence; but it is not very easy for the solitary man to silence the 
immortal nature in himself. Now and then it will sigh and complain, regret 
the past, and stand in awe of the future. If the secularist were honest, he 
would acknowledge that secularism does not solve the problem of his nature. 
You can inflict no severer penalty on the unbeliever than to leave him alone in 
the quiet possession of his unbelief. If no one disturbs him in his fool’s in- 
heritance, he will disturb himself. He may laugh at the faith of others, but 
his own blank makes no laughter for himself when alone with himself. (John 
Pulsford.) 


12. 


Adhere rightly and undeviatingly to truth, but while you express what is 
true, express it ina pleasing manner. Truth is the picture; the manner is the 
frame which displays it to advantage. There is nothing, says Plato, so de- 
lightful as the hearing and speaking of truth. For this reason there is no con- 
versation so agreeable as that of the man of integrity, who hears without any 
intention to betray, and speaks without any intention to deceive. (Azon.) 

If sin was better known, Christ would be better thought of. 


13; 


As the moon shines not by its own light, but by giving back the radiance 
which the sun sheds upon it, so our hearts can no otherwise shine in holiness 
than by giving back, in the exercise of adoring gratitude, the light of the Di- 
vine love, as manifested to us in Jesus Christ. (Dean Goulburn.) 

The sculptor, you know, would not, on any account, chip off a block of 
marble one atom more than, in his judgment, is necessary to the realization of 
his idea in the statue. And no surgeon or physician of ordinary humanity 
will give his patient any more pain than is unavoidable in order to the healing 
of the wound, or the curing of the disease. And we, as the children of God, 
are in very wise hands, in very tender hands, in very safe hands. ‘‘If need 
be,” but only if need be, are ye in heaviness through these manifold trials of 
faith? (Hugh Stowell Brown.) 


74. 


Man is as much the praying animal as the bird is the flying animal; it is as 
natural for him to worship as it is to lift himself erect, to raise his brow to the 
sunrise and his glance to the stars; and those who, instead of counselling him 
to purify, elevate, expand, ennoble his religion, bid him forsake religion alto- 
gether and deny God, do really, though they know it not, advise him to do 
what, in the material sphere, would be the abandonment of fire, and thus to 
grovel down into a squalid savage or an unreasoning beast. They know it 
not, we repeat; they often mean well; but this, we deliberately affirm, would 
be the net result of their labors if successful. 
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75. 


Your lobster, when left high and dry among the rocks, has not sense and 
energy enough to work his way back to the sea, but waits for the sea to come 
to him. If it does not come, he remains where he is and dies, although the 
slightest exertion would enable him to reach the waves, which are, perhaps, 
tossing and tumbling within a yard of him. There is a tide in human affairs 
which casts men into “tight places,’ and leaves them there like stranded lob- 
sters. If they choose to lie where the breakers have flung them, expecting 
some grand billow to take them on its big shoulder and carry them back to 
smooth water, the chances are that their hopes will never be realized. 


76. 


What evil may be wrought by the saloon is strikingly illustrated by an inci- 
dent related by Dr. McIntosh, of Philadelphia, in a speech at an anniversary 
of the Law and Order Society in Philadelphia. Dr. McIntosh said: ‘‘I was 
walking south of Chestnut, on Twenty-first Street, on Saturday afternoon, 
when I saw alittle child, ten or twelve years of age, sitting on the steps of a 
saloon. I spoketo her. She at once addressed me by name. I said, “ How 
do you know my name?’ She replied, ‘You came and spoke down at our 
mission school.’ I said, ‘ Why are you there?’ She said, ‘I am waiting for 
my father, who is in the saloon.’ Presently the man came out. I went on 
the opposite side of the street, keeping my eye on them. He walked un- 
steadily, partly supported by the little child. Presently they came to another 
saloon. I saw that the little child was pleading with him. But he went in, 
and she again sat down on the steps. I said, ‘I will go into the saloon and 
ask them not to sell anything to your father.’ She said, ‘O, no! That will 
only make it worse; and when he goes. home he will abuse mother.’ ‘Well,’ 
I said, ‘ I will wait till he comes out, and urge him to go home without drink- 
ing any more.’ She said, ‘ No, that would be still worse.’ I followed them 
from the other side of the street. He went into one saloon after another until 
he had gone into thirteen, and had to be almost carried home. Imagine what 
that home is.” (£Zz.) 


77. 


THE GRADUAL DEGRADATION OF THE DRINKER.—To drink deeply—to 
be drunk—is a sin; this is not denied. At what point does the taking of 
strong drink become a sin? We suppose a man perfectly sober; one glass ex- 
cites him and to some extent disturbs the state of sobriety, and so far destroys 
it; another glass excites him still more; a third fires his eye, loosens his 
tongue, inflames his passions; a fourth increases all this; a fifth makes him 
foolish and partially insane; a sixth makes him savage, and a seventh or eighth 
makes him stupid—a senseless, degraded mass. But when does the sin begin? 
At the first step towards complete intoxication, or at the sixth, seventh, or 
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eighth? Is not every step from the natural state of the system towards the 
state of stupid intoxication an advance in sin and a yielding to the unwearied 
tempter of the soul? (John Bright.) 


78. 


Since the evening of Gethsemane how many people in the composure of 
prayer, have cried, ‘‘ Not my will, but Thine be done! ” to how many tortured 
hearts has the thought occurred, not without a pure content, ‘‘ It is enough 
for the disciple to be as his master!”” Has not the crucifix become for ages 
the symbol of grief divinely borne? has it not, generation after generation, been 
hid in the bosoms of thousands, sustaining the soul of self-denial, and remind- 
ing them not to faint beneath the cross of life? Has it not met the eye of 
many a lonely captive, and beguiled him to forget his chains, and from its meek 
image spread through his dungeon the holiest light? Has it not kept watch 
with the mother by night, as she bent over her sick child, and been to her soul 
as a star amid the infinite darkness of her sorrow? Pressed to the lips of the 
living, and softly laid upon the breast of the dying, it has warmed the love of 
the Christian while he stays, and given him trust when ’tis time to go. The 
universal distribution of this emblem in countries where it exists, truly repre- 
sents the unparalleled diffusion of the influence it represents: in the meanest 
cottage and the most gorgeous palace, in the little oratory by the roadside of 
the village and the minister of the proudest city, it presents its memento to 
faithful souls. And who can say that it is not a glorious thing, that a thought 
so divine as that of Christ, the Man of sorrows and the stricken Lamb of God, 
should altogether penetrate the spirit of so many centuries, and be borne to 
the inmost heart of the poorest peasant, and everywhere turn the moans of 
anxiety and anguish into a plaint of heavenly music? 
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